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last year I visited Shark Bay and Exmouth
Gulf. There were very strong southerly
winds blowing at the time-and they had
been blowing for some time previously-
which resulted in the sand being blown
away.

It also resulted in outcrops of gravel
being left, to such an extent that one did
not know whether one was on the road or
in the sand. The Main Roads Department
did a wonderful job in bringing the road
back to a suitable condition. This not
only refers to the Shark Bay road, which is
80-odd miles long from the turn-off at the
Overlanders, but it also refers to the 120
miles from Minilya Station into Exmnouth.
It was quite a difficult Job, but the Main
Roads Department carried out the work
most efficiently, despite the fact that there
was no gravel on which to work: it was
mostly sand which had to be tamped down
and treated. The department has done
everything possible to help the motorist In
this matter.

There is nothing more that I can say.
I do hope that some good will emanate
from the report that has been handed in
by the fisheries advisory committee.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. Dolan.

ADJOURNMENT OF THlE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [10.19
p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.30 p.m. tomorrow (Friday).

Question Put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.

Thursday, the 23rd November. 196'7

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Marking of Lamb and Hogget Bill.

Bill retrned from the Council with
an amendment.

2. Reserves Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with-

out amendment.
3. Evidence Act Amendment Bill (No.

2).
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.

QUESTIONS (16): ON NOTICE
GIFT DUTY

Deduction fromt Probate Duty
Mr. GAYFER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

Regarding gift duty which is paid
by a person who dies shortly after-
wards so that the amount of the
gift is deemed part of the estate
for probate duty purposes, is the
amount of gift duty already Paid
refunded or deducted from pro-
bate duty payable?

Mr. COURT replied:
In the circumstances indicated,
section 99 of the Administration
Act provides that from probate
duty assessable by the State Gov-
ernment there shall be deducted
the ad valoremn stamp duty paid
to the State Government on the
deed or instrument that evidenced
the gif t.
Gift duty paid to the Common-
wealth Government is similarly
allowed as a deduction from State
duty assessable by the Common-
wealth Government.

FREEWAY
Darlington-Boija Area

2. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has the Main Roads Department

made any formal approach to the
overall planning authority in con-
nection with its consideration of
the Possible freeway through the
Darlington-Boya area as a Pos-
sible alternative or adjunct to
Great Eastern Highway?

(2) Have any properties been taken
over by the Government in order
to provide for this proposed free-
way?

(3) Is the subdivisional planning of
this area being developed on the
basis of this proposed freeway?

(4) If the answer to (2) and (3)
is "Yes." does not this indicate
that a firm decision has been
made regarding this proposed
freeway?

(5) If the answer to (4) is "Yes," can
he advise when the decision on
this Proposed freeway was made?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) NO.
(2) No properties have been acquired

to date.
(3) to (5) Preliminary investigations

are being carried out to locate a
future alternative route to Great
Eastern Highway. One of the
moutes being examined is that
passing through Boya and
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Darlington connecting with the
abandoned railway reserve. How-
ever, due to the preliminary
nature of the investigation, no
formal approach has been made
to the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority. Nevertheless, as
a result of close liaison between
the Main Roads Department and
the Town Planning Department.
when inquiries are received from
interested subdividers and land-
owners they are being apprised of
the investigations in hand.

3. This question was postponed.

HOUSING
Migrants: Flats at Carlisle

4. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Housing:
(1) Have plans been completed for the

construction of migrant fiats at
the corner of Blshopsgate and
Mercury Streets, Carlisle?

(2) Will these flats be connected to
the sewer main?

(3) How far away is the nearest sewer
main to this site?

Mi. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes. On behalf of the Common-

wealth Department of Housing.
(2) No,
(3) Approximately two chains. How-

ever, this sewer has insufficient
capacity and the distance to the
nearest suitable main is 2,000
feet. The estimated cost to con-
nect to this point is $20,000. The
Department of Housing, Can-
berra, is not prepared to meet this
cost.

SCHOOL BETWEEN ARMADALE
AND KELMSC OTT

Provision
5. Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Is it intended to commence con-

struction of a new primary school
between the Armadale and Kelm-
scott primary schools this finan-
cial year?

(2) If 'Yes," when will the school be
ready to receive students?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (2) No, but it is planned to

erect the first stage of a new
school by February, 1969.

SCHOOLS IN DALE ELECTORATE
Additions and Alterations

6. Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
for Education:

What additions and major alter-
ations are Planned this financial

year for the following schools:-
Armadale Senior High School.
Armadale Primary School.
Kelmscott Primary School.
Rocklngham Beach Primary
School.
Roleystone Primary School.
Safety Bay Primary School?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Additions are as follows:-

Armadale Senior High School
-Nil.
Armadale Primary School-
2 classrooms and toilets.
Kelmscott Primary School-
Nil.
Rockingham Beach Primary
School-4 classrooms, toilets.
cloakrooms, stores.
Roleystone Primar School-
1 classroom.
Safety Bay Primary School-
2 classrooms, cloakroom.

HOUSING FOR TEACHERS
Eastern Goldfields

7. Mr. EVANS asked the Premier:
(1) Has the Government Employees'

Housing Authority received a
complaint from the State School
Teachers' Union of W.A. concern-
ing the parlous situation of
housing in the eastern goldfields?

(2) If so, in view of such complaint,
what is intended to be done by
the authority to urgently alleviate
this situation?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) The State School Teachers' Union,

on the 29th September, 1966. re-
quested that sufficient houses be
provided to accommodate all mar-
ried teachers in 1967.

(2) Land is now being acquired on
which to build two houses for the
Education Department.

SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY
BENEFITS ACT

Units of Contributors
8. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) How many contributors under
the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Act are on their maxi-
mum number of units according
to their salary?

(2) How many contributors are on
2-4 units?

(3) How many contributors are on
5-8 units?

(4) How many contributors are on
9-19 units?

(5) How many contributors are on 20
or more units but not on their
maximum entitlement?
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Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) As the election for units under

the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Act Is voluntary, the
information requested is not
known.

(2) 10,210.
(3)
(4)
(5)

24,896.
35,245.
59,354.
The answers to (2) to (5) have
been extracted from statistics of
the last quinquennial Investiga-
tion at the 30th June, 1964. As
stated In the answer to (1) the
maximum unit entitlements are
not known.

TIMOR TRADE AND TOURIST
POTENTIAL

Implementation
9. Mr. ELI OTT asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
(1) Has the Government instituted

any further inquiries regarding
trade and tourist potential in
Timor following suggestions by
me during the Address-in-Reply
debate?

(2) Are there prospects of improved
shipping services between Timor
and Western Australia?

(3) Are there possibilities of improved
tourist air services and better
Timor airport facilities?

(4) Is it practicable to operate air
services direct from the Kimnberley
to Timnor as Part of a north-west
and Kimberley tourist project?

(5) Is it intended that the Govern-
ment will send a representative
for an on-the-spot investigation?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes, The Minister for Industrial

Development has written to the
Australian Consul in Portuguese
Timor and received an encourag-
ing reply concerning trade and
tourist potential in the area.
The feasibility of a regular service
to Portuguese Timor by State
Shipping Service vessels is also
under consideration.
At the instigation of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development,
private shipping companies are
also looking at the feasibility of
a regular shipping service to link
Fremantle with Dill in Portuguese
Timor. Koepang in Indonesian
Timer, and Makassar in the
Celebes, as good prospects for
trade in the Celebes and the east-
ern region of Indonesia generally
were discovered by the seven-man
Western Australian trade mission

-which vis5ited Indonesia recently.

Discussions have also been held
with the Consul f or Portugal in
Perth, Mr. C. Dudley and Dr.
Roeslan Soeroso who was formerly
Indonesian Consul in Portuguese
Timor and is now First Secretary
to the Indonesian Embassy in
Canberra.

(2) Yes. See answer to (1) above.
(3) Yes. There are at present two

services operating from Darwin to
Portuguese Timor. One is a ser-
vice operated by Timor Air Trans-
port, a Portuguese airline on a
cross charter basis with T.A.A..
and the other is an excursion
service run solely by T.A.A.
Patronage for both these services
is poor at the present time. How-
ever, it is felt that this may im-
prove as extra hotel accommoda-
tion presently being built in Timor
becomes available.

(4) Yes. This appears practicable at
the moment and is being investi-
gated further.

(5) Yes. It has been recommended
that an officer of the Department
of Industrial Development visit
Portuguese Tinor as soon as
practicable to make an on-the-
spot investigation of trade poten-
tial. It is possible that this in-
vestigation will also include other
cities in the eastern region of
Indonesia.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
PRODUCTS

Establishment of Bulk Store at Darvin

10. Mr. ELLIOTT asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

What is the Government's re-
action to my suggestion of the
installation of a bulk store at
Darwin for the handling of West-
ern Australian products and so
allow a better opportunity to gain
a share of expanding Northern
Territory markets?

Mr. COURT replied:
Considerable investigation into
ways and means of obtaining a
bigger share of the Northern Ter-
ritory market has been carried out
by various officers of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development.
It is considered that warehousing
and distribution facilities located
in Darwin are the most practical
method of gaining a strong foot-
hold in the market in order to
counter the growing volume of
trade from other Australian
States.
The establishment of a single
bulk store to service all Western
Australian requirements presents
some problems. However the
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feasibility of the scheme is being
studied in detail, Manufacturers
are also being encouraged to
localise stocks in their own ware-
houses in Darwin to provide better
service to their customers.

HOUSING
Perth, Fremantle, and Midland:

Date of Applications
11. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:
What is the present date of appli-
cations lodged for which alloca-
tions are being made in the Perth,
Fremantle, and Midland metro-
politan areas respectively under
the following headings-
(a) purchase;
(b) four-sleeping units rental

-houses;
(c) three-sleeping units rental

houses;
(d) two-sleeping units rental

houses;
(e) two-bedroom flats:
(f) one-bedroom flats;
(g) Pensioner cottage flats?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

Pertli
(a) Ordinary.........January, 1965

4-bedroom . ... July, 1965
(b)....... ..... ..... February. 1965
(C) .... ... . August, 1964
(d) ..... February, 1964
(e)...... ........... May, 1965
(f)..... .... .... ...... August, 1966
(g) ... .. .. 1). ecember, 1965

CHILD WELFARE

Allowances to Deserted Wives, Widows,
andt Foster Mothers

12. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Child
Welfare:

(1) What weekly allowance is made
for each child being cared for by
a deserted wife or widow receiving
assistance?

(2) When children in the care of the
Child Welfare Department are
boarded out to foster mothers,
what weekly allowance is paid in
respect of each child?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) At the moment the payment of

$4 per week is made for the first
child and the payment of $1.50 for
each other child. Fromn the 6th
December, 1967, a payment of
$5 per week will be made for the
first child of deserted wives not
receiving Commonwealth benefit
and a payment of $1.50 for each

other child of those people. Rom
the 6th December. 1967, a PaY-
ment of $4 per week will be made
for the first child of a widow
temporarily not receiving Comn-
monwealth benefit, and a payment
of $1.50 for each other child of
wvidows.
Where the deserted wife or widow
is receiving Commonwealth assist-
ance. $3 per week is paid by the
Child Welfare Department if there
are three children or more.

(2) For wards, the weekly allowance
for the first child placed is $5.60,
for the second child $5.20, and for
the third or other children $5. In
accepted "difficult" cases a sub-
sidy Is paid at the director's dis-
cretion up to $10 per week.

COURTHOUSES
Albany: Improvements

13. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

When does the Government in-
tend to effect improvements to
the courthouse, Albany, with tht
accent on the public gallery?

Fremnan tle
May, 1965
September. 1965
May, 1965
Mlay, 1965
June, 1965

May, 1965
November, 1966

ikidland
July, 1965
July, 1965
Jaonuary, 1966
May. 1965
October, 1965

October, 1965

Mr. COURT replied:
Improvements and renovations to
the Albany courtroom and offices
have recently been completed.
When the new police station is
erected, further alterations to the
courthouse building will be
necessary to provide a second
courtroom and other facilities. It
is doubtful whether any effective
improvement can be made to the
existing Public gallery but this
will be looked at again when the
further alterations are being
planned.

BUNBURY HIGH SCHOOL
Additions and Alterations

14. Mr. WILLIAMS asked the Minister
for Education:

What alterations or additions are
to be made to Bunbury Senior
High School this financial
year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Additions will comprise-

(a) new changerooms and
showers:

(b) extension of oval.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
BOUNDARIES COMMISSION
Report and Recommendations

15. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Has the Local Government Baoun-

daries Commission completed its
inquiries?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated its
report will be received by the Gov-
ernment?-

(3) How long thereafter is It likely to
be before the report and recom-
mendations are made public?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) The boundaries commission has

no inquiries in hand. The Local
Government Assessment Commit-
tee has not yet completed its in-
quiries.

(2) December, 1967.
(3) As soon as the Government has

had an opportunity of studying
the report.

NICHOLSON ROAD SUBWAY
Feasibility Study

16, Mr. GUTHRIE asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) Has a feasibility study been made

by the Main Roads Department
on the Nicholson Road subway,
Subiaco?

(2) if "NO," will he ask the depart-
ment to undertake such a study?

(3) If "Yes," what was the result of
such study?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
0) No. Preliminary investigation

into traffic movement at the
Nicholson Road subway has indi-
cated that the demand is for
movement in a north-south and
south-north direction rather than
east-west. This would seem to
indicate that a bridge over the
railway line would be preferable
to altering the existing subway.
However, due to the pressure of
higher priority work it has not
been possible to fully investigate
the feasibility of such a scheme.
As staff can be made available,
further investigations will be put
in hand.

(2) and (3) Answered by (I).

QUESTIONS 12): WITHOUT NOTICE
CLEVELAND CLIFFS
Latest Developments

1.Mr. BICKCERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:

What are the latest developments
concerning the Cleveland Cliffs
iron ore project?

Mr. COURT replied:
The situation is that the nego-
tiations in respect of the pellets
and prepared fines contracts are
proceeding and, I think it is fair
to say, proceeding satisfactorily.
Representatives of the company
have been in Japan in recent days
trying to arrive at a basis for
tonnages and price. We have
found the Japanese steel mills
anxious and receptive to negotiate
something that will he manage-
able so far as tonnages and price
are concerned.
It is appreciated, of course, that
an order for 4,200,000 tons of pel-
lets and 3.500.000 tons of prepared
fines is a tall order in any
industry. However, I repeat
we have found the Japanese steel
mnill representatives very recept-
ive. I will be having a discussion*
with one of their representatives
in a few days, for which purpose
be is making a visit to Australia.
I will be meeting him in Sydney.
I cannot give a firm date as to
when this contract will be com-
pleted because, as I have said, its
finality is dependent on fixing a
basis for tonnages and price.
As far as the engineering side is
concerned, this is proceeding very
satisfactorily with close consuilta-
tion with the State Government
on the assumption that negotia-
tions will be concluded success-
fully by the end of the year with
a view to construction commenc-
ing to permit a delivery date by
about 1971. AS previously an-
nounced, the company has agreed
to use Cape Lamnbert for its port
and to abandon Cape Preston.
That is about as much as I cant
tell the honourable member at the
moment.

AMENDMENTS TO STANDING
ORDERS

Date of Application
2. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Speaker:

Having regard for the fact that
this House has decided on
certain amendments to its stand-
ing Orders, from what date will
the amendments have applica-
tion, with particular reference to
a reduction in the permissible
speaking time?

The SPEAKER replied:
This will be a decision that will
have to be made by the House; it
is not for me to decide. It is as
well to point out to members,
perhaps, that before the new
Standing Orders can become
effective they will have to be ap-
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proved by His Excellency the
Governor, and the proposal of
the Standing orders Committee
is that the new Standing Orders
shall become effective as from
the commencement of the next
session of Parliament.

DAMPIER SOLAR SALT INDUSTRY
AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 22nd No-

vember.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.34 p.m.]: Last night I list-
ened carefully to an announcement made
by the Premier on television ont the
Dampier salt project, and I have already
read carefully a statement published in
this morning's newspaper. On the Bill
before us I would not have felt justified
in making the announcement that was
made. I am not saying the announce-
mnent was not justified. It is possible
the Premier has information available to
him which has not been made available
to Parliament and which would entitle
him to make the definite statement he
did. But on the Bill before us there is
nothing to justify the definite statement
that was made.

I propose to quote a little of the state-
ment from this morning's newspaper. It
reads as follows-

A solar-salt export venture costing
$5 million is to be established at the
iron-ore port of Dampier.

That is the first statement. Further down
this appears-

Mr. Brand said that work would
start immediately on earthworks for
a plant which would have an initial
designed capacity of 650,000 tons of
salt a year.

If one studies the agreement one finds it
is not a straightout agreement, but a
conditional agreement which imposes no
obligations on the company at all at this
stage. The agreement is subject to two
conditions, both of wvhich have to be met
-not one of two, but both-before there
is any guarantee that this industry will
be established.

To put it shortly the first condition is
that the company shall have contracts
pending for the sale of salt which are
satisfactory to the company and-not, or-
that it shall have satisfactory arrange-
ments made, or pending, for the necessary
finance to enable the company to spend
$5,000,000 on the works set out in the
clause of the Bill. Those works are-

(a) the Company shall not later than
the thirty-first day of December,
1968, commence and thereupon
diligently proceed with the con-
struction and establishment on
the work sites of a solar salt

plant designed to have the capa-
city to produce and to load into
ships not less than 475,000 tons
of salt per annum, and estimated
with its equipment and staff
housing to cost not less than
85,0 00,000. The Company shall
complete the construction and
establishment of the plant not
later than the thirty-first day of
December, 1972.

That is, assuming the conditions are met.
Therefore on the Bill one would not be
justified in saying what the Premier said,
because it must be borne in mind there is
also a variation clause in the Bill which
permits any date mentioned in it, or any-
thing else, to be altered as soon as the
Bill passes Parliament.

If the situation is as definite as the
Premier has conveyed, what is the ne-
cessity for a conditional agreement? Why
not have a firm -agreement? If the
Premier is in a position to say that this
venture is to be established and the work
will commence almost immediately, why
is it necessary to bring to Parliament
a conditional agreement, the date of whict
may be altered?

To my way of thinking that is making
a farce of Parliament: that is, to bring
before us a conditional agreement-this is
not the first time it has been done-
which imposes absolutely no obligations on
the company but imposes obligations on
the State leaving the company free to
state at any time that it has not been
able to meet the conditions and therefore
it will not proceed with the industry, If
the Premier is. in effect, in a position
correctly to state that this industry is to
be established and that work is to com-
mence immediately, why not bring a firm
agreement to Parliament and have it
ratified? To me. what is proposed in the
Bill does not add up, and I think we are
entitled to more information in order to
justify the statement made by the
Premier.

We have had experience of this kind of
thing before. We were told all sorts of
stories about B.H.P. and how it was to get
into business at Deepdale, but it. has not
done so and is not likely to do so for more
than a decade. All that happens is that
the Government exercises its powers under
the variation clause to change the date.
It will be open to the Government under
the variation clause in the Bill before u-
clause 34 of the agreement-to do the
same. The clause states-

This Agreement is conditional
upon the Company at any time prior
to the 31st day of December, 1968.
giving notice to the Minister that-

The Minister can next week or the week
after change that to December, 1989,
1970, or 1975, so that the company can
have an extra amount of time to meet
these conditions.
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What is the sense of bringing an agree-
ment like that before Parliament if It
can be altered completely in its inten-
tions at the whim of the Executive? it
is time we realised that when Parliament
is asked to ratify an agreement it should
be a firm agreement, and we should know
precisely what is to be ratified. Under
the Procedure followed by the Government
we will ratify something here as a basis
which could be changed completely as to
important details, such as the dates upon
which certain things are to be done and
the limits which are to be prescribed.

All we will do is to put in the hands of
some favoured company something which
it can use as a basis for acquiring finance.
This Bill does not even ensure that the
company mentioned in it will be the
one that will proceed with the project, be-
cause it has power to assign to some other
party. Surely it is not too much to ask
that Parliament should be presented with
more definite information, and that agree-
ments brought before us should be some-
thing other than conditional agreements
which impose no other obligations upon
the companies concerned,

I read and reread this Bill, in
order to see whether there was anything
I had overlooked which would impose
obligations on the company to do any-
thing, but I could not find any such con-
dition. I could find a number of things
which the Government is required to do
if requested by the company, such a6 re-
sume land, In the resumption-and this
is another aspect which concerns us. and
which has not yet been explained satis-
factorily-the ordinary safeguards which
apply to the average citizen are to be set
aside completely. What is the necessity
for that? If we have laws in the State
which have general application to indi-
viduals, and the provisions are inserted for
the protection of individuals, why should
we from time to time be called upon to set
that protection aside in order to meet the
special requirements of some industry?.
There must be some cther way of dealing
with this.

Of course, here we come up against a
matter in respect of which we have pro-
tested previously. That is, Parliament
will be given a look at by-laws which are
made, but it will have no power to do any-
thing about them. This is a serious
erosion of the power of Parliament. If
members examine the Bill they will find
the following on page 2:-

The Governor may make, alter or
repeal by-laws in accordance with and
for the Purposes of, clause '7 of the
Agreement, and the by-laws-
(c) may prescribe penalties not ex-

ceeding one hundred dollars for
a breach of any of the by-laws;

We are to confer on the company the
right to make laws which can impose
penalties of up to $100, but Parliament will

116)

not have a say as to whether those laws
shall operate. ordinarily, if it is proposed
to alter the Criminal Code or the Police
Act, the matter has to be brought before
Parliament and we decide what are fair
penalties for breaches of the law; but
under this Bill the company can have by-
laws made and can provide penalties of UP
to $100 for breaches of those by-laws, but
Parliament will not be able to do any-
thing about them.

I presume the powers of the Govern-
ment will be used by the company to en-
force these by-laws. If by-laws are made
by the company imposing penalties of up
to $100 for breaches, who will take the
necessary action to impose the fine under
the by-laws? Is the Police Department to
be called upon for the purpose of enf ore-
ing the by-laws? There are by-laws to be
made in connection with the management
of the company, but surely the ordinary
laws ought to apply to this company; and,
with regard to its internal management,
the company should look after that itself.

I propose to read a clause in the agree-
ment which deals wvith the making of these
by-laws and which will have the effect of
imposing penalties of up to $100. I quote
from clause 7 on page 9 of the Bill-

At the reasonable request of the
company from time to time the Min-
ister shall recommend to the Governor
in Executive Council that he make,
alter or repeal as may be desirable
by-laws in respect of the management
or use of any of the Company's facili-
ties that have been constructed Pur-
suant to this Agreement.

it is obligatory upon the Minister if a
reasonable request is made. On other 00-
casions the Minister had some discretion.
The clause reads "At the reasonable re-
quest of the Company from time to time
the Minister shall recommend to the Gov-
ernment." I presume that means if there
is any disagreement between the minister
and the company as to whether the request
is reasonable, it will go to arbitration. So,
although the M inister may think it Is not
reasonable, if the arbitrator is on the side
of the company and says it is reasonable,
the Minister has no option. He shall re-
commend to the Governor that such a by-
law be made. If that is done I take it the
powers of the Commissioner of Police can
be invoked for the purpose of enforcing
any penalty under the by-laws.

I think this is a development which is
extending and it should not be encouraged
at all. it has already gone too far, in my
opinion, and I think there ought to be
some other way by which the company can
ensure that the management and the use
of its facilities are in accordance with its
wishes, without having the power taken
away from Parliament to make by-laws
imposing penalties in connection with these
matters in the way this Bill now provides.
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So, although I have complete support
for the proposal in the Bill that an indus-
try be established-I would like as many
industries as possible established-I do not
think we are entitled to accept a situation
that in order to get such industries estab-
lished we have to abrogate all sorts of
principles. I feel that the Government
ought to be giving more consideration to
these aspects than it has been doing.

As members, we ought to be very care-
fld about any eroding of our powers of
control, particularly when it comes to
matters in regard to which laws can be
made and Penalties imposed; and here
we have absolutely no say in the matter at
all. We have objected to this before, but
the Government has used its majority in
order to ensure the provisions are In-
corporated in the Acts; but that does not
make them right; and as long as they keep
coming here in this form, I will continue
to protest.

I hope that if the Government has in its
Possession information about the progress
which the company has made towards the
establishment of this industry, it will give
us the benefit of that knowledge. it can-
not harm anyone. If the company has
already commenced work, let us know. if
it has already had some negotiations
which offer good prospects of success, then
let us know that too.

To bring a conditional agreement here
and say to us that this industry will be
established (1) if the company is success-
ful in negotiating contracts, and (2) if
it is successful in getting finance, does not
Suggest to me that a proper basis exists
for the announcement that the industry
will be established, particularly as the
date! in this condition can be altered and
extended at the will of the Executive.

I make it perfectly clear that I fully
support what the member for Pflbara. had
to say about the project. Naturally he is
anxious that it be established in that part
of the State, and so am I: but not under
any conditions or at any expense. We
want it properly established without un-
necessarily abrogating the laws of the
country and without any unfair advantage
being conferred on one company as
against another.

I emphasise before I conclude that I
think it is up to the Government to supply
any further information in its possession
which justifies the statement that this
Industry is to be established and that work
will commence imnmediately.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [2.56
p.m.]: Before the Minister replies I want
to briefly voice my strong protest against
the provision to which my leader has made
very strong reference. This matter has
come before Parliament on previous occa-
sions in connection with similar agree-
ments, and we have objected. We have
objected on principle, and I am amazed

that private members on the Government
side have not seen fit to bring sufficient
influence to bear on the Cabinet in order
that such a reprehensible provision be
removed. This is not a political issue-

Mr. Bovell: Not much!
Mr. W. HEONEY: There is the usual

snigger from the Minister for Lands.
Mr. Bovell: I never snigger; I give a

hearty lauigh, as I did just then.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I repeat that this k

not a political issue in the broad sense,
This is an issue as to whether the rightE,
of Parliament and its members are to be
abrogated by a Cabinet. That is the ques-
tion, and if we look at the Interpretation
Act we find provisions concerning this,
and we know the reason for the intro-
duction of those provisions many years
ago.

In connection with the provision in thik
Bill, the rights of Parliament have
been not only restricted, but removed
altogether. It is true that by-laws will bE
tabled, and it is also true, as the Leadei
of the Opposition has said, that authorit3
will be given to the company to IMPOSE
fines of up to $100.

But what is the position regarding
members of Parliament? Regulations art
made in connection with a particulai
Statute, this being the responsibility o1
the Minister in charge of the departmenil
concerned. However, these regulations art
subject to the scrutiny of Parliament
which consists of the representatives ol
the people. The regulations are subjeci
to investigation, and if a majority of mem.
bers decides that the regulations are in.
appropriate or unjust, then a move car
be made for their disallowance. If, withir
a certain period, at majority of members
of either House decides a par ticullaj
regulation shall be disallowed, ther
Parliament is supreme. But not so it
this case.

I recollect that when a previous Bill o:
this nature was introduced and we pro.
tested against the removal of the autho.
rity of members to disallow regulations
the member for Perth-the apologist fic
the Government-said that was not so an(
that they could be disallowed. His won.
derful solution was that a member of Par.
liament could introduce a Bill to disallov
a regulation. Yet here we are dis.
cussing Standing Orders and devising non.
circumlocutory methods in regard to thi
conduct of Parliament; but the membe:
for Perth suggested a member could intro,
duce a Bill to disallow a regulation. Wha
chance would a private member on eithe:
side of the H-ouse have in this case, nf
matter how justified or strong his argu
ment might be? The provision in thi
particular Bill would preclude him fron
proceeding with such a Bill. You, Mr
Speaker would be obliged to rule such
member out of order,
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This is because it would override the
Statute. The provisions of section 36 of
the Interpretation Act do not apply to
the particular Statute. members of
Parliament of any political party have to
be vigilant. Also, they must recognise
that, by degrees, the powers and authority
of private members of Parliament, to use
the expression of the Leader of the
Opposition, are being eroded. The skids
are being put under members of Parlia-
ment and, certainly, the skids are being
put under members in connection with
this clause.

Why has the Government been so
anxious? Why has it been so prone to
give certain provisions to particular com-
panies? If there are regulations made
under the provisions of the Act, is it not
possible for this company to withstand
the scrutiny of members of Parliament?
What is wrong with members of Parlia-
ment? Does the Government of the day
think that they cannot be trusted? That
is what it amounts to. I say that this
provision is an absolute farce. As far as
I am concerned, as a representative of the
people for the time being, I repeat that
it is an absolute insult for members of
a Government to introduce a measure of
this nature and to be backed by private
members of the Government, no matter
how reprehensible the legislation might
be.

This legislation is most reprehensible
and obnoxious, in my opinion, because it
is undermining democratic principles.
That is precisely what it is doing, and no
honeyed words of the Minister for Indus-
trial Development will convince me other-
wise. Even at this late hour, I hope that
this provision will be removed from the
Bill with the result that the provisions of
the Interpretation Act will be para-
mount.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) (3.2 P.m.): Firstly,
I would like to refer to the comments made
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn. We have
heard him on this particular subject
many times. It Is always the same song,
but sometimes he sings it in a slightly
different key. The simple fact is that.
If we want to have agreements of this
kind in remote areas where the Govern-
ment of the day cannot provide facilities.
It is necessary to make some arrangement
whereby the companies provide the facili-
ties. It follows the facilities should be
usoable on a reasonable basis to befit the
project. These by-laws are not all-
sweeping; they are only the facilities
provided by the company for the purpose
of the project. It is as restrictive as that.
Until we reach a stage where we can
build them ourselves and let them out on
the normal method of hire and use-as
we do in the southern part of the State,
the metropolitan area, and the near-
country districts-this type of thing Is in-
evitable to a certain degree.

Before I deal with the very considered
comments. of the member for Pilbara, I
would like to deal with some of the rather
irrational remarks made by the Leader of
the Opposition. I never cease to be
amazed at the way he can speak on
measures of this kind. For a man who
was the Deputy Premier of a Government
which negotiated the Esperance agree-
ment to stand up and criticise the form
and content of this agreement-I just give
up! One could drive horses and carts
through the Esperance agreement; and it
was possible to enter into assignments for
the whole or part of the project, and all
of the things that went with it. No
assignment of the whole or part of that
agreement could be refused by the Gov-
ernment, provided the parties, by way of
assignees, were people of repute.

One would think that our Government
had done something new and diabolical
when, in fact, the agreement which is
now before the House was very carefully
drawn up. Great care was taken in the
legal form of this agreement, not only
in regard to the objectives we want to
achieve but also in the interests of the
State.

I am not quite sure who, on behalf of
the opposition, is handling this Bill, but
I can only assume that the Leader of the
Opposition has taken over from the memn-
ber for Pilbara. In any event, I will deal
firstly with the comments made by the
Leader of the Opposition. I am quite con-
vinced that one simply cannot 'win in this
Place. in the past we have been criticised
for presenting to Parliament agreements
containing conditional clauses when we
have been able to give no indication about
the time performance. Here is a case
where we are able to introduce a Bill and
where it is possible for the Premier of the
State to say that work will commence
immediately. Nevertheless we are still
criticised, because it is as positive as that.

The Leader of the Opposition knows
enough about agreements and negotiations
to realise that these things just cannot be
done in two minutes. At any point of
time when :finality is reached in connec-
tion with negotiations of this kind there
are matters wvhich obviously have to be
c3ontingencies. An agreement of any
magnitude which is, concerned with some-
thing of a developmental nature, as
distinct from buying a building that is
already established, must have contingen-
cies. If one did not write these things into
an agreement, one would never reach an
agreement. It is simply a question of the
chicken and the egg going on all the time.

People want something Positive in order
to be able to negotiate, reach financial
targets, and assess the engineering aspects
of a project. The sensible thing to do is
to bring together all the heads of an agree-
ment as the initial form of negotiation.
Once the broad heads of an agreement are
arrived at, then the detaifled words are
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written in. It is those detailed words
which one sees in an agreement of this
kind.

As has been said Publicly from time to
time, it so happens that this company is
very well advanced in its sales negotiations.
This is not something which is secret, or
something which has been withheld from
the public. It also happens to involve a
group of companies which are of strong
financial stature. They cannot take formal
action at all until the agreement is ratified.
This is why the Government was so
anxious to have this legislation passed this
session. They will, of course, conform to
the formalities of the agreement. They
indicated to us In quite strong terms that
they were all ready to go. Their attitude
enabled the Premier to make the firm
statement he did in this connection. I
thought this was something about which
members of Parliament would be pleased.

As s9oon as the agreement is ratified, the
company will conform to the formalities.
Having been told by the company that it
was all ready to go and wanted to start
work immediately, it was competent for
the Premier to make that statement to
the Press. Otherwise he could have been
accused of withholding something. The
Premier made a simple statement in the
normal language one would use on an
occasion such as this; he said that the
company plans to commence work immed-
iately. That statement has the approval
of the company. It was not issued out of
the Premier's head, nor was it given to
him by me out of my imagination. I just
wonder what one has to do to satisfy
everybody on these agreements.

Another point I want to make is that
the reason why the contingency clause
was inevitably Written into the agreement
at the time was that the general negotia-
tions were completed some time ago and
only some of the finer details needed to
be tidied up. For instance, we wanted the
fisheries people to study the areas and
satisfy themselves that the boundaries sug-
gested in lieu of the original boundaries
would permit the industry to function
without any interference with the fishing
potential, particularly the prawning poten-
tial, of this region. This is fair enough. I
put that point forward by way of explana-
tion as to why the Bill has been introduced
in the session later than we wanted to
introduce it. In fact, we deliberately re-
ferred it back to make sure the fisheries
experts were satisfied on the boundaries
which were going to be drawn; because
when the areas are developed, there will
be a series of earthworks which will pre-
vent tidal flow if, at certain tides, the
water would normally come into those
areas.

The Leader of the Opposition also re-
ferred to the Deepdale agreement. There
is nothing extraordinary about that. We
requested the B.H.P. organisation to assist
with the great Mt. Newman project. I

think it will be a vital project and one ol
tremendous importance and interest to the
State. The B.H,'. organisation has ac-
cepted a much greater commitment as it,
share of the mt. Newman project than ii
did under Deepdale. It will go back and
develop Deepdale at the appropriate time
That is the thing in which I am interested
and not some of the niceties about the
language or the actual conditions thai
might have prevailed at the time.

When the honourable member referred
to the variation clause he said that this
could be changed at the whim of the Exe-
cutive. It just cannot be changed at the
whim of the Executive. First of all, there
has to be agreement between the com-
pany and the Government; and secondly,
there are limits to the extent to which the
agreement can be changed.

Mr. Tonkin: Is it likely the compan5
would object to an extension of time?

Mr. COURT: That is a lot of rot. The
honourable member amazes me, and I amr
horrified to think what might happen ii
people like these have to negotiate witi
him. I am trying to make a point if onl3
the honourable member will be patieni
enough to listen to me. The eompan3
makes an agreement with the Government
and there may be times when the compan
will want to make some amendments to thi
agreement. On the other hand there M2a3
be times when the Government will wanil
to make some amendments to the agree.
ment under the variation clause. This ii
all a matter of some reasonable discussioi
between the parties concerned. It is t(
cover these small amendments that
variation clause is included. I think I
was the member for Subiaco or the mem
ber for Perth who explained this point t(
the House. We are not writing a blanl
cheque.

We have no wish to avoid advisini
Parliament regarding any amendmentq
We introduced Bills to amend the aluminE
agreement and the Mt. Newman agreemen
because certain circumstances necessitatei
alterations to the agreements concerned
This could apply to the Government jus
as well as to the company. No Govern
ment would be bothered bringing ai
amendment to an agreement to Parliamen
for ratification if it were not though
necessary to let Parliament know wba
was happening and to obtain authority. A
a matter of fact when we went to th
company in one case it advised the Gov
erment that we did not have the powe
to make the requested variations unde
the variation clause. So we brought th
variations here, and this was always ou
intention.

On the question of resumptions, I pre
sume the honourable member was refer
ring to the variations under the Publi
Works Act.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes, sections 2 to 7.
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Mr. COURT: That is so. The resumption
in this case is not the same as resuming
land for a public work. The land in this
case is being resumed for a particular pro-
ject, and once the resumptions have been
made for this purpose it is quite reasonable
to allow the conditions set out in the
agreement to prevail. I draw the honour-
able member's attention to an important
point-and it is a Practical point. This
project is being established, as is fully
appreciated by the member for Pilbara, on
a piece of land which, quite frankly, two
or three years ago I would have said had
no economic value whatever. A more bar-
ren, desolate piece of land one could not
imagine; but we are getting it put to work
for the benefit of the State and the nation.

If some of this land did prove to be un-
necessary for the project, and became re-
dundant, quite frankly I do not know that
anyone would be hurt in this particular
case. If it causes the honourable member
any satisfaction, the company is resuming
land in this area from one of its close re-
lations', because the station around this
area is owned by a company closely related
to the Hamersley project; and Hlamersley,
of course, is closely related to the project
under discussion.

Mr. Tonk in: If the company objected,
you could not resume It.

Mr. COURT: If the company objected?
Mr. Tonkin: Yes. If the company ob-

jected, you could not resume it.
Mr. COURT: That is not quite so.
Mr. Tonkin: You show me why it is

not so.
Mr. COURT: They are in complete

agreement on the Project, so we do not
have any problems. Why run around hav-
ig these academic exercises?

Mr. Tonkin: Don't dodge the issue.
Mr. COURT: I am not.
Mr. Tonkin: Then explain it.
Mr. COURT: We are asking Parliament

for power to> resume if need be, but if it
is not going to be needed it will not be
resumed. Therefore the honourable
member's question is more academic than
real. We have something more to do than
bother with this sort of humbug.

The member for Pilbara who, of course,
is the member for the district, raised a
number of points, and I would like to
answer them in approximately the same
order as that in which he raised themn,
because some of them are pertinent, not
only as far as he is concerned but also as
far as other members are concerned, and
I think that what I have to say will give
members a certain amount of additional
information.

Initially he referred to the importance
of some forward planning to avoid un-
balance in the development. With that I
thoroughly agree. I can assure him we

have been very busy and well advised and
it is our desire to plan for the whole
region. I made an announcement same
months ago that we were asking the Com-
monwealth-and it has agreed to work
with us-regarding the question of
national development on a regional con-
cept. In the past there was too much
tendency to talk of protects in their own
right, such as the Hamersley, the Mt.
Newman, or the Ord project. It was a
project locality tinder consideration, with
very little thought for the integration of
that particular project into the total re-
gion.

We are very keen on this idea of re-
gional development and, so far as this
region is concerned, we are probably more
advanced than in most areas in our re-
search. However, the point the honour-
able member made is relevant and I agree
with him that with the advent of this type
of industry-and this is one that deals
with something which is regenerating, un-
like minerals-we are making great
strides towards getting some greater
diversity of economic strength into the
region.

The honouirable member criticised the
name, with some justification I think, be-
cause I was never very happy about the
change of name from King Bay to Dam-
pier. I thought it was quite unnecessary,
apart from the inconvenience it caused.
The locals have not yet got used to calling
King Bay, Dampier, but everyone seems
to know what one means whether one
uses one name or the other. However, I
will take this matter up with the company
to see whether, at this late stage, it might
not be advisable to change the name of
the company; because this is something
we could agree to under the variation
clause without bringing the matter to
Parliament.

if the company has not advanced too
far in documentation it might be possible
to change the name to something more
appropriate. The bonourable member sug-
gested King Bay salt instead of Dampier,
and I will have a talk to the management
about it. However, the company may have
gone so far with its contractual arrange-
ments In anticipation of ratification of the
agreement that it might prove to be too,
awkward. I undertake to discuss the hoo-
ourable member's suggestion with the
company.

On the question of rental, the honour-
able member queried whether $4 per 100
acres was a fair figure, and asked how it
was arrived at. Quite frankly, there was
no method for arriving at this figure. We
wanted to get a rental figure and, to use
a colloquial term, this was really "running
for the books," because this is useless land
and anything we got for it by way of
rental, in my view was something for
nothing. it was land for which we would
have got nothing had this company not
decided to operate. There was no science
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in deciding on the rental; but it must be
realised that the commodity that the com-
pany is dealing in is of very low value, and
the figure of $4 for 100 acres seemed
reasonable enough.

Members will appreciate that this is not
the type of mineral from which the COM-
pany can expect to get big revenue and
therefore the rental could not be expected
to be very high. Salt is only worth about
$4 per ton f.o.b.

The honourable member also referred to
the question of tonnages. The design
capacity of the company's project is
650,000 tons, whereas its commitment
under the agreement is not less thain
475,000 tons. The company hopes to in-
crease the tonnage beyond 475,000 tons,
and in point of fact the design capacity is
650,000 tons.

The honourable member also referred
to the question of royalty. Here again we
are getting something for nothing. The
commodity in question is a very low
priced commodity and we looked around
to try to find examples of royalties in
other parts of Australia and in other
parts of the world. We found that if any-
thing we were getting a slightly higher
royalty because we managed to build in an
escalation clause. As the tonnages get
bigger, the royalties get bigger. We felt
that as the tonnages increased, the eco-
nomics of the industry would improve; in
other words, if the industry expanded, in-
creases from the royalties would be auto-
matic. We took the precaution of relat-
ing all such royalties to the economics of
the industry.

On the question of hospitals and schools,
the honourable member queried why the
clause in this agreement was different
from that in any other agreement. There
is a very simple explanation for this. In
the other agreements towns were being
established where there was literally no-
thing-I refer to Tom Price, Goldsworthy,
Mt. Newman, and the like. In this case
there was an existing settlement and we
were very anxious to superimpose one on
the other to avoid little, fragmented
developments. Therefore we said we
would build at the company's cost the
schools and hospitals which were required
for the company's employees and families.
The idea was that we would build the
necessary facilities at their cost, and that
is the point in the agreement we have
with this company. We make our
demand on the company as we expend it.

It was felt it would be better for the
Government to do the work on the com-
pany's behalf and get a reimbursement
for that work rather than the other way
around, as we were superimposing some-
thing on an existing structure instead of
doing what we did in the case of
Hamersley, Mt. Newman, and the others.
We said in those cases, -you give us your
plans and specifications and when they

are approved you go ahead and provide
the money and build it." The State will
not be out of pocket in this case.

It is appreciated, of course, there will
have to be agreement on the plans and
specifications. We could not be extrava-
gant and waste money Just for the heck
of it. There would have to be agreement
between the company and the Govern-
ment; and this is fair enough.

The question of road transport seems
to worry the honourable member. He
referred to clause 14 on page 13. This,
however, only applies to the roads between
the work site and the stockpile area.

Mr. Bickerton: it could be a public road.

Mr.' COURT: it could be, and it will
probably be classed as a public road, be-
cause a public road could for all prac-
tical purposes appear to be a private road.
It does not take much for it to qualify
as a public road. The point is that the
company Will operate within the strict
confines between the work site and the
stockpile area; it Will have no right to
wander all over the countryside.

The reason the words were put in is that
85 feet complies with the current law.
The company said that if it put in a fleet
of vehicles Of a. special design to conform
with the present law it did not eventually
Want to find that those special purpose
vehicles-which have no use anywhere
elsei and which only operate on the 300
chains from A to B and B to A-were com-
pletely outmoded because of a change in
the law. Because these vehicles were
operating on a restricted circuit it was
considered a fair thing to give this under-
taking. H7.ad these vehicles been going
from Dampier to Roebourne it would have
been a different matter.

Mr. Bickerton: How was the 85 feet
arrived at?

Mr. COURT: It is the overall length
which is permitted under the present
regulations.

Mr. Bickerton: Why was it 95 feet in
the case of Evaporites?

Mr. COURT: That Company is on an
even tighter circuit because its circuit of
operation will be on what is virtually a
private road. I forget the definition of
"public road", but it could become public
When it is virtually, for all practical pur-
poses, still private in its operation.

in connection with the limitation of
liability referred to on page 14, clause 18,
the honourable member will appreciate,
if he reads the clause, that the limitation
of liability only exists where somebody
builds a structure after the earthworks
have been established; and that is fail
enough.

In the case of structures already estab-
lished before the earthworks, this pro-
vision does not apply. If somebody was
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foolish enough to build an attractive
home right alongside the earthworks, after
they had been established, in the full
knowledge that it might have to be
abandoned, or the earthworks breached,
we feel -no claim should lie. But if a
shed or a homestead was built before the
earthworks, the liability then remains
with the company. In this case Karra-
tha Station is involved, so it is of no
moment from a practical point of view,
but it could in similar circumstances be
important at Leslie.

The honourable member wanted clari-
fication of the labour conditions1 and he
wanted to know why there was reference
to more than one Act. Normally we only
think in terms of the Mining Act. But,
as I explained when the Leslie Solar Salt
Agreement Act was challenged on this
point, there is provision within the Land
Act. On that occasion I tabled regulation
18 which relates to the mianufacture of salt.
For the benefit of members I will seek
permission to table this document again,
because it sets out the manning conditions.
Under most conditions salt is dealt with as
a matter of land and not as a mining
matter: but in this case either the Mining
Act or the Land Act could be involved,
and accordingly the provision was in-
cluded so that either of these Acts could
PrevaiJ. That is why there is reference
to more than one Act. I will seek per-
mission to table that document in due
course.

I think that covers most of the matters
raised, though there is one particular
point to which I want to make reference.
I will not refer to the strength of these
companies, because there is a unique situa-
tion so far as the Japanese partners are
concerned. one of them is very active
in handling iron ore from Eamersley,
while the other is very active in handling
bauxite at Welpa for Conialco, and both
of them have very good connections.

The member for Pilbara referred to
future agreements. I assure him that the
Government longs for the day when it
will have sufficient money to provide rail-
ways, towns, water supplies, sewerage,
drainage, and so on, and then deal with
these people under normal arrangements,
as one would expect in a more developed
country. But while we are so lamentably
short of loan funds it naturally f ollows
that we will always be trying to induce
private enterprise to play a large part in
the Infrastructure-

I have no doubt It will be possible in
the years ahead to negotiate agreements
within the existing Statutes. At the
moment, however, we are wise to take
advantage of the opportunities that exist
and come to Parliament as we do, to
seek ratification of these agreements.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

W. A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Schedule-
Mr. TONXIN: This affords me an op-

portunity to reply to what the Minister
for Industrial Development said about my
own remarks. I am not concerned with
his criticism about my so-called Irrational
comments. Each man is entitled to his
own opinion, and I might have the same
idea about the Minister's remarks.

Mr. Court: I have heard it plenty of
times.

Mr. TONKIN: It was noteworthy to
see how the Minister skirted around the
points which, in most eases, required some
elucidation. I express appreciation of the
fact that following what I said we were
given infornation which was not made
available previously and to which we were
entitled. We should have been told that
this company was well advanced and ready
to go. Had that Information been sup-
plied I certainly would not have made the
criticism I did. We are not expected to
guess, and we on this side certainly wake
no claim to clairvoyance.

When the B3il was introduced, there was
no reason why the Government could not
have told us what we have been told this
afternoon, unless what was done was in
accordance with its desire to keep as
much secret as It can.

Mr. Court: That is why we put it in
the newspaper.

Mr, TONKIN: I repeat that the Govern-
ment cannot resume land from Hamers-
ley if Hamnersley objects. if any mem-
ber Is in any doubt about it, I will quote
page eight of the Bill, which is as follows:

Notwithstanding anything herein-
before contained the State shall have
no obligations to cause a survey to be
made or grant a lease, easement or
license under this Clause insofar as
to do so would be inconsistent with
the obligations of the State and the
rights of Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd.

Mr. Court: This is right.
Mr. TONKIN: Of course it is right; and

it proves the point I made.
Mr. Court: You are getting mixed up

with station property and established
leases.

Mr. TONKIN: I am making the definite
statement that if Dampier Salt Limited
makes a request for land which Hamersley
has, and Hamersley objects, the Govern-
ment cannot resume-and the Minister
knows it. What is the use of the Minister
trying to convey the Opposite Impression?

Mr. Court: I am doing nothing of the
sort.
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Mr. TONKWN: The top of Page eight of
the Bill reads as follows:-

(1) If the Company notifies the
Minister that it requests from the
State appropriate rights to permit the
Company for loading salt Into ships, or,
between the production site and the
stockpile site or jetty used by the
Company for loading salt into ships, or,
between the stockpile site and such
jetty a railway, a private roadway or
an apparatus for conveying salt by
other mechanical means (including
without limitation pumping in slurry
or transferring by conveyor or aerial
ropeway) and if the Company's
notice-
(a) gives a general description of a

proposed route and of the in-
tended railway, roadway or ap-
paratus, and

(b) bears the approval of Hlamersley
Iron Pty. Ltd.,

then it may be done.
If it does not bear the approval of Ham-

ersley Iron Pty. Ltd., it cannot be done.
Yet the Minister quite wrongly intended
to convey to the Chamber there was noth-
ing in the point I made. He was dealing
'With my objection to the fact that a large
section of the Public Works Act dealing
with the resumption of land was to be
Pushed aside; and he tried to convey the
impression the only resumption would be
from Hamersley Iron. If that Is so,
there is no need to set the Public Works
Act aside. He went further and said that
in the main this was IHamersley's land.

Mr. Court: So It is.
Mr. TONVKIN: If it is, I cannot imagine

anyone objecting to its resumption. The
section of the Public Works Act the
Government desires to set aside is that
which gives rights to the owner of land
where resumption is proposed. The por-
tion of section 17 of the Act in which I am
particularly concerned, reads as follows:-

Within thirty days after the publi-
cation in the Gazette of the notice of
intention to take or resume the land
or such further time as the Minister
may allow, any person having an
estate or interest in the land as owner
or occupier may, by himself or jointly
with any other person so qualified.
serve on the Minister at the office of
the Department of Public Works
written objections to the taking or re-
suming of the land.

That is the portion of the Act the Minister
Proposes to set aside. It is an Act of
Parliament which confers upon the owner
of the land the right to object. If the
StatAe wants to resume land for its own
purposes, it has to observe that provision;,
and the owner has the right to object. But
if this company asks the Government to
resume land, then the owner will have no
right to object, because the Government
will have taken it away by this Bill.

The Minister says it is Hamersley's
land and the only people from whom it is
likely to be resumed will be Ham ersley.
If there was any substance in that argu-
ment, it would not be necessary to set the
Public Works Act aside.

That is not the situation at all. The
reason is that some owners of land may
object, and that could possibly disrupt the
arrangement between the Government
and the company; and to prevent any Pos-
sibility of that happening, the easiest way
is to deprive owners of their right to ob-
ject.

When I get up and complain I am criti-
cised as being irrational, What are we on
this side of the Chamber supposed to do?
SwT~allow everything the Government dishes
up? it is our business to protest, particu-
larly with regard to matters of this kind.
Surely it should only be in the greatest
extremity that we should set aside the
protective provisions of our laws--provi-
sions put in after careful deliberation for
the express purpose of protecting the
rights of individuals. Why should com-
panies expect to ride roughshod over the
rights of individuals?

it Is a good thing to have industries,
but not at any price. Where will we
finally finish up if we yield to the request
of every company that wants to establish
an industry if, in order to establish it, we
have to set our laws aside and deprive
our own people of the protection the laws
give them?

The express purpose of this provision in
the Bill is to make it impossible for any
disruption to occur. If Parliament thinks
this, is a fair and reasonable way to pro-
ceed, Parliament will approve, but not
without soy protest. I am sure there must
be some other way of meeting this kind
of situation without having to abrogate
the law for a specific purpose.

This is not the first instance; we found
it necessary to set aside the whole of the
Western Australian Marine Act in order
that people from foreign parts could come
here to dredge ports for us. We are
setting aside laws under which ordinary
people live and work in order to meet
the special requirements of companies
which, in the main are foreign companies.

I think there has to be a limit
to this and instead of the Minister at-
tempting to give a reasonable explana-
tion as to why this was necessary, he
dissembled by countering my statement
that if he wished to resume land from the
Hampersley company he could not do it if
the company objected. The Minister
knows very well he could not, so that
part of his argument was completely
worthless.

It matters little to ine what the Minis-
ter thinks of my remarks: I will say what
I think with regard to any legislation
which the Government brings here. if
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we, on this side, feel that we do not get
reasonable and logical replies to our ob-
jections, we will say so; make no mistake
about that. It is our right to do so and
we will not, on this side, sit silently and
see the rights of the People eroded from
time to time by special Bills introduced
for the purpose of setting aside this part
of the law or some other Part of the law.
This is going on all the time even to the
extent of denying to Parliament the right
which the law has given it up until now to
be in control of by-laws, and the like,
wvhich have been imposed upon the people.

I want to make it perfectly clear that
we are not opposed to the proposition; we
are not opposed to the establishment of
the industry, but we are opposed to some
of the conditions which have been re-
quested in order to establish the industry.
We do not accept that argument at all.

Mr. COURT: I shall be brief. The
Leader of the Opposition always finishes
his remarks-not always but mostly-
by saying, "We are not opposed to
this industry or project." Then he says,
"but-." It is like the Common practice
of saying that someone is a nice bloke,
but-and then proceeding to explain why
he is not worth anything at all.

I think the Leader of the Opposition has,
more than at any other time, made
it very clear to the people what they can
expect if, in fact, he becomes the Leader
of the Government. I think it is as well
that the people should know that. He has
done a service to the Government and
the State by making this very clear.

I want to refer briefly to the question
of resumptions. The provisions contained
in the Bill are not unusual. When nego-
tiating a project of this kind, certain
things have to be faced on a fair and
positive basis so that the people have a
reasonably clear understanding of the
terms and conditions. Before this provi-
sion is inserted in any agreement-and I
would draw the attention of the Leader
of the Opposition to the areas where this
type of clause has been used-the Govern-
ment is careful to see that there are no
serious matters involved so far as the
owners of the land or the public are con-
cerned. I hope that any other Govern-
ment would be as careful. The State and
the company have to be protected against
the odd person who, thinking he is smart
or thinking he will get a few extra dollars,
makes things difficult.

To my knowledge, on any occasion that
the Government has had the right to
resumne for industrial purposes, the acquisi-
tion of the property has been the subject
of negotiation. I think the Leader of the
Opposition would agree that this has been
the general attitude of Governments-to
try to negotiate. I had cases during
the Administration of the Leader of the
Opposition where the Government was pre-
pared to be quite generous in an effort to

reach a negotiated purchase instead of re-
sinning the land. However, the odd Person
digs his toes In and the Government has
to use the powers of resumption. Those
powers are used only in extreme cases. So
there is no misunderstanding in the mind
of the Leader of the Opposition or in my
mind. Let me say that when the Leader
of the Opposition interjected regarding re-
sumptions from the Hamerslcy company,
we were not talking about the lease areas.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 P.M.

Mr. COURT: I was commenting briefly
on the situation that could develop when
one is establishing a project and resump-
tions are necessary. Even though the land
in some cases is. for all practical purposes,
worthless, there is always the odd person
who seeks to obstruct. The point I was
making is that this land is mainly on
Karratha Station which has been acquired
by a "near relative" company, if not one
of the Hamersley Iron companies. It is
as simple as that. That is, in short, there
is hardly likely to be any trouble, and there
is no need for the honourable member to
get worked up about it. That is the only
point I 'want to make.

Mr. TONKIN: There is only one point
I want to deal with; that is, the state-
ment made by the Minister that if I were
the Leader of the Government the com-
pany would know what to expect. If it
should please the people of Western Auis-
tralia to make me the Leader of the Gov-
ernment, I assure them they will get the
same generous treatment as they did when
the Labor Government was in office pre-
viously.

Further to making the remark to which
I take exception, the Minister used as an
illustration that we had indeed been gener-
ous to a company. I recall that I went
abroad on a trade mission and made very
generous offers to People to induce them
to come to Western Australia on extremely
favourable terms, and, as a result, Richard
Klinger came to this State and established
an industry on land which our Govern-
ment made available to him free of charge.

So the people have nothing to fear.
However, we would not Pursue the efforts
of this Government by conferring upon
a company advantages to which it would
not be entitled and which would be at
the expense of the ordinary people who
look to us to safeguard their rights and
interests under the law.

Mr. May: Well spoken!
Schedule Put and Passed.

Tte Put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on Motion by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and transmitted to the Council.
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LEGAL CONTRIBUTION TRUST BILL and last days of each month" the
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

PETROLEUM (REGISTRATION FEES)
BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES BILL

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.
A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Brand
(Premier) in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:-

No 1.
Clause 4, page 2, line 26-Substi-

tute for the words "House of " the word
"Legislative".

No. 2.
Clause 4, page 2, line 33-Substi-

tute for the words "House of" the
word "Legislative".

No. 3.
Clause 4, page 3, line 5-Substi-

tute for the words "Leader of a Party"
the words "The person who not being
a Minister of the Crown is the leader
of a party in the Legislative As-
sembly".

No. 4.
Clause 5, Page 3, line 14-Insert

after the word "judge" the words
1a judge of the Supreme Court of

another State, or a person who has
been a judge of the Supreme Court
of this or another State".

No. 5.
Clause 7. page 5, line 20-SubSti-

tute for the words "Committees of
Houses" the words "Select Commit-
tees of Houses not being Standing
Committees".

No. 6.
Second schedule, part I, Page 9,

paragraph 3, line 1-Substitute for
the words "House of" the word "Legis-
lative".

No. 7.
Second schedule, part 11, page 11,

paragraph 7, line 1-Substitute for
the words "House of" the word "Legis-
lative".

No. 8.
Third schedule, page 12, paragraph

2, lines 2 and 3-Substitute for the
words "twice monthly on the fifteenth

words "on the last day of each
month".

No. 9.
Fourth schedule, page 12, paragraph

1, subparagraph (b). line 2-Substi-
tute for the words "House of" the
word "Legislative".

No. 10.
Fourth schedule, page 12, paragraph

1, subparagraph (d), line 1-Sub-
stitute for the words "House of" the
word "Legislative".

No. 11.
Fourth schedule, Page 12, paragraph

1, subparagraph (e), line 1-Substi-
tute for the words "House of" the
word "Legislative".

No. 12.
Fourth schedule, Page 13, para-

graph 1, subparagraph (i), line 2-
Substitute for the words "House of"
the word "Legislative".

No. 13.
Fourth schedule, page 13, para-

graph 1, subparagraph (kt), line 1-
Insert after the word "Person" the
words "not being a Minister of the
Crown".

No. 14.
Fourth schedule. page 13, para-

graph 1, subparagraph (k), line I-
Insert after the word "leader" the
words "in the Legislative Assembly".

No. 15.
Fourth schedule, Page 13, para-

graph 2, lines 2 and 3-Substitute
for the words "become payable by
monthly instalments" the words "be
paid by equal instalments on the last
day of each month".

No. 16.
Fourth schedule, page 13, Para-

graph 3, line 1-Substitute for the
words "House of" the word "Legisla-
tive".

No. 17.
Fifth schedule, Page 14, line 31-

Substitute for the word "Leader" the
words "The person who not being a
Minister of the Crown is the leader in
the Legislative Assembly".

Mr. BRAND: In respect of amend-
ments Nos. 1 and 2 made by the
Council, I would remind members that
these and similar amendments are made
by arrangement because, inadvertently, in
drafting the Bill the South Australian
words "House of Assembly" were used
when in fact the words "Legislative As-
sembly" should have been used. So it
is proposed to substitute for the words
"House of" the word "Legislative." Mr.
Chairman, can I move that amendments
Nos. 1 and 2 be agreed to in the one
motion?
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The CHAIRMAN: T suggest that Legis-
lative Council amendments Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7,
9 to 12, and 16 be dealt with by the one
motion.

Mr. BRAND: I accept your ruling, Mr.
Chairman, and I move-

That amendments Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7, 9
to 12, and 16, be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 3 made by the

Council be agreed to.
Members will recall that the matter dealt
with in this amendment was raised by the
member for Bwcloo who expressed the
opinion that any doubt as to whether a
party could be formed in the Council and
not in the Assembly should be removed,
pointing out that Governments are
made in the Assembly. He also said that
if there was any doubt that a Minister,
who for the time being led a party of
more than seven members, could claim the
salary due to that Leader as well as his
ministerial salary, this question, too, should
be placed beyond doubt. The amendment
is designed for that purpose.

Question put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 4 made by the

Council be agreed to.
Following the consideration of the Bill in
this House I had some discussion with the
Chief Justice who pointed out that the
term "judge" appearing in the Bill was
rather limited, because it might happen
that a judge of the Supreme Court of
Western Australia is not available for ap-
pointment as chairman of the tribunal.
In that event there would be difficulty in
filling the position. The Government did
not intend the appointment to be so re-
stricted, and in order to broaden the basis
of a ppointment the words "a judge of the
Supreme Court of another State, or a
person who has been a judge of the Sup-
reme Court of this or another State"
should be added.

Mr. JAMIESON: Perhaps the amend-
ment should also include a judge of the
territories of the Commonwealth. I under-
stand that such a judge is regarded as
a judge of the Supreme Court, and some
Western Australians have been elevated to
that position. By the inclusion of a judge
of the territories of the Commonwealth, a
wider scope would be available for the ap-
pointment of the chairman of the tribunal.

Mr. BRAND: I discussed the amend-
ment with the Parliamentary draftsman
and with the Minister concerned, and they
consider it goes far enough for the time
being. The Government also thinks it is
sufficient. If difficulties arise in the future
the basis of appointment can be broadened
to include the judges mentioned by the
member for Beeloo.

Question put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 5 made by the

Council be agreed to.
My attention was drawn to the possibility
that the standing committee of this House
-such as the Library Committee, the Joint
House Committee, and the like-might be
considered by the tribunal for payment.
This is not intended, and in order to clarify
the Position the words "Select Committees
of Houses not being Standing Committees",
are to be substituted for the words 'Com-
mittees of the Houses.'

Mr. Graham: What about the public
works committee?

Mr. BRAND: We will attend to that in
the fullness of time.

Question Put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 8 made by the

Council be agreed to.
This amendment arose as a result of a
request made by the officers who are re-
sponsible for the Payment of salaries to
the -members of this Parliament. The
amendment has been made on the basis of
bringing all the systems of Payment into
line.

Question Put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 13 made by

the Council be agreed to.
This amendment is similar to amendment
No. 3. It removes any doubt about the
leader of a party and a Minister of the
Crown receiving double payment.

Question Put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. B3RAND: I move-
That amendment No. 14 made by the

Council be agreed to.
This amendment is similar to amendment
No. 13, which we have Just agreed to.

Question Put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. B3RAND: I move-
That amendment No. 15 made by

the Council be agreed to.
This amendment refers to the day on
which Payments are to be made. In order
to remove any confusion which might arise
as a result of different dates being decided
upon for the Payment of certain categories
of People, the amendment was made In
another place.

Question put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr. BRAND: I move-
That amendment No. 17 made by

the Council be agreed to.
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This removes a doubt which has been
raised as to the leader of a party who
might be a Minister of the Crown in the
Assembly receiving double Payment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2: RETURNED
1. Soil Conservation Act Amendment

Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with-

out amendment.
2. Acts Amendment (Superannuation

and Pensions) Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.

FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reatting

Debate resumed from the 21st November.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [4.24 p.m.):
This Bill contains only two amendments.
one deals with the issue of licenses for
processing works, and the other with the
fisheries trust fund. The first amend-
ment seeks to tighten up the amendments
to the Act which were passed some two
years ago. Section 35C (2), which clause
3 seeks to amend, is -very loosely worded,
in that it does not give the Director of
Fisheries power to reject an application
for a processor's license where a boat or
factory complies with the conditions set
down in that subsection. It is as follows:-

The Director shall consider the ap-
plication for the grant or renewal of
a processor's license and upon being
satisfied that the processing establish-
ment the subject of the application is
constructed, equipped and operated in
an efficient and hygienic manner and
in conformity with the provisions of
this Act and the regulations he may,
subject to such conditions and restric-
tions as he thinks fit, grant the ap-
plication, or he may refuse to grant
the application.

Although he may refuse to grant an ap-
plication, apparently there is some doubt
as to whether he can do so where the
conditions have been complied with.

The provision which is to be substituted
for that subsection is very clear and con-
cise. It establishes that consideration
must be given to other processors in the
area, and this is a reasonable provision
because if there are too many processors
in an area we will not have the standard
of efficiency that is desired.

Whilst there are three types of proces-
sors, they might all be operating very close
together in one area. We had experience
of this at Exmouth in the last prawning
season. There was a large trawler which

had a freezing and processing plant on
board, and which only returned to base
now and again for fuel and provisions. At
the present time a number of these boats
are operating off our shores. These ves-
sels are larger than the ordinary trawlers,
and have two or three extra crew mem-
bers. The catch is processed and snap
frozen on board.

The second type is the factory ship
which is accompanied by a fleet of catcher
boats. This type is quite mobile. The
only rest-riction placed on this type of ves-
sel is that it can only operate in areas
where catcher boats are licensed to operate.
Last year a factory boat was operating off
Exmouth in competition with a shore-
based establishment; and in Carnarvon
large trawlers were operating as individual
factory ships. They do not process fish
other than the fish they catch themselves.
At both Exmouth and Carnarvon there are
shore-based processing establishments.

If it is desired to bring about develop-
ment in the north-west and to induce
people to live there, one way is to encour-
age shore-based establishments. These
bring quite a number of workers into the
district; and while the workers may not
be Permanent residents they are in the
district for six to eight months of the year.
During that time they create extra work.
and bring in money which would not come
into the district if only factory boats were
operating. It is an advantage to a dis-
trict to have a shore-based factory for the
reasons I have given. During the off
season a skeleton staff has to be employed
at these establishments, and that results
in more development in the area.

If possible all processing should be
undertaken by shore-based establishments.
There is the possibility of large factory
ships coming here from overseas and
operating off our shores. I do not know
whether there is anything to prevent them
from processing within our waters, if they
themselves do not make the catches.
Where licensed boats operate, they could
teed their catches to the factory ships. In
such eases the catches would not be taken
ashore in this State, but would be ex-
ported overseas. I believe it is to our
advantage to ensure that all fish processing
Is done along our own shores particu-
larly in the remoter areas. The other
amendment-

Mr. Ross Hutch inson: Which amnend-
ment. were you speaking about just then?

Mr. NORTON: The amendment to sec-
tion 350. The one with which I now wish
to deal and on which I have divided
thoughts is clause 4 which amends sec-
tion 35Lh by repealing subsection (2) (bn.
The provision deals with the trust fund
which -is set aside for fish research in
Western Australia. At present all fees de-
rived from processors' licenses are placed
in the fund and also the Penalties which
are recovered for offences under the Act.
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This amendment first of all seeks to
delete paragraph (b) which directs that
all moneys received from penalties shall
be Paid into this fund. I feel that this
provision should not be repealed and that
the money should continue to be placed
in this fund, because the more money we
can accumulate for this fund the better
will be the research into the fishing in-
dustry.

Although it repeals this particular pro-
vision, the clause directs that any proceeds
from the sale of fish from any of our
experimental trawlers shall be paid into
the fund. Therefore on the one hand we
are providing extra money for the fund,
while on the other hand we are taking
some away. Probably a nice income is
derived from the penalties, and I feel that
this should be retained in the fund.

A tremendous amount of research is
necessary along our shores, and this was
amply illustrated by the remarks of the
Minister for Tndustrial Development last
night when he was introducing the Hill
concerning the Dampier salt industry. He
indicated howv easy it is to disturb the
habits of fish, without realising it. This
has been the situation in Shark Bay with
the development of the salt industry there.
I was hoping that the report on the fishing
in Shark Bay would have been tabled by
now in order that we might be able to
ascertain the results of the work of the
committee concerned.

The provision which the amendment
seeks to repeal should be retained as well
as the one it is intended to include. This
would provide extra money which is so
essential for the research work necessary
along our coast. For instance the whiting
industry at Shark Bay has been very
lucrative. In the past Shark Bay has
been renowned for the whiting which
have been caught there. It is one of the
biggest whiting areas in the Common-
wealth and it is certainly the biggest in
Western Australia. It has provided quite
a large interstate trade. However, the
whiting catches have fallen off in recent
times, and this is an instance where
money is required for vital research.

Another use to which this money could
be put is research into the reason for
the large drop in snapper catches.
Another field of research concerns prawn-
Ing in deep water. At the moment we
are trawvling only in shallow waters,
whereas in Queensland the shallow waters
have been fished out and the Prawns are
now only in the deep water. I feel that
research would indicate how we can
follow the prawns into the deeper water
and thus extend the period for trawling.

I would like the Minister's comments
on this second amendment and, if possible,
I would like him to amend the clause in
order to retain the provision it is sought
to delete.

MR. HALL (Albany) 14.35 pm.: I am
In complete agreement with the comments
of the member for Qascoyne in regard to
the deletion of paragraph (b) of subsection
(2) of section 35L. I am quite at a loss to
understand why the amendment is being
made and why all penalties recovered are
to be channelled away from the trust fund.

Certainly we are to make another
amendment which will provide other
money in its place, but unless there is
some very good reason why paragraph (b)
should be deleted, I do not think we should
agree to the deletion. I know a tremen-
dous amount of fish is sold, and the fact
that the proceeds are to go into this fund
is probably some form of compensation
for the deletion of paragraph (b).

I also agree with the member for Gas-
coyne as to the urgent necessity for further
research to be made in regard to our
fishing industry. In this connection I
would like again to refer, as I have on
several occasions in this House, to the pos-
sibility of the establishment of an oyster
farm in Albany or Denmark. The Minister
was quite sympathetic to the venture, but
of course it is very difficult to get someone
to undertake such a venture. However, if
we had available a lucrative fund from
which to draw money, we could perhaps
establish a pilot scheme and secure the
services of someone to run it until such
time as the scheme proved itself.

The potential is there, and with the
availability of the extensive knowledge
gained by the departments in other States,
I feel that an oyster farm should be culti-
vated at the earliest opportunity. I am sure
we would gain much help from the meteo-
rological reports which would indicate if
any type of flood were likely. I understand
a, certain amount of fresh water is required
as well as salt water for this type of marine
life.

The idea has great potential. If we
ascertained the number or amount of
oysters imported into this State each year
we would realise what a lucrative industry
we could foster. It would be a stimulus
to the economy of the State, and we
should not overlook its Possibilities. New
South Wales has a very lucrative asset in
its oyster farms, and I think we could
open up the field here.

As members know, I have been very
interested In the cultivation of marron. I
am happy to say that although some set-
backs were encountered in this field in
Albany, the industry is progressing, thanks
to the efforts of the Minister, who made
available certain reserves. The industry
is being developed by three men and it
will prove to be very lucrative in the
future. I think that a man in the elec-
torate of the member for Canning is, with
some success, endeavouring to cultivate
inarron.
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Another aspect of the fishing industry
we should study is the effectiveness of
artificial reefs. In many parts of the
world these reefs are being established to
attract marine life. Car bodies and old
ships, and all sorts of things are used
to establish these reefs, and they are
proving quite successful. This is an-
other use to which we could put some of
the money from the trust fund. Such
artificial reefs would not only provide
wonderful areas for marine life, but they
would be a tourist attraction. The
Russians are working on this particular
aspect and have spent large sums of
money not only on artificial reefs, but
also on the building of special ships for
research.

With the increasing world population,
we can easily visualise that marine life
will play a very important part. Many
vitamins are obtained from fish, and this
will be of tremendous importance in the
future.

Although this fund is small at the
moment, I feel that in time it could be
increased and the Fisheries Department
would then gain the maximum benefit.

Those are the only comments I wish to
make in supporting the remarks of the
member for Gascoyne. I think all this
money should be paid into the trust fund
because a tremendous amount of money
will be needed to develop the fishing in-
dustry to the required standard and to
keep it flourishing.

MR. RUNCILMAN (Murray) E4.41 p.m.]:
I1 would like to say a few words in sup-
port of this Bill, which contains three
amendments. One concerns the fish
which are caught by the boats chartered
by the 'Fisheries Department in a pro-
gramme of research along our coast.
Sometimes these boats catch a fair
amount of fish and this is to be sold and
the money paid into the trust fund. I
do not know what happened to the fish
caught before, but although it will perhaps
not make a significant contribution to the
fund, it will certainly be of some assist-
ance.

Another amendment stipulates the use to
which the money will be applied. It is to
be used for extension work, and I believe
that this is particularly necessary because
in some respects the fishing industry is
a Cinderella primary industry. A great
deal more money will be required for re-
search and promotion, and the amend-
ment in this Bill will make a small con-
tribution in this regard.

The other amendment is, in my opinion,
more important. At present, in order to ob-
tain a processor's license, all that a person
requires is the necessary equipment, and
he must obey the rules as far as hygiene
is concerned. It is possible for him to
obtain a license almost automatically.

However, proposed new subsection (2)
paragraph (b) (ii) of section 35C reads-

(ii) having regard to the number of
processing establishments in re-
spect of which licenses under
this section are then in force, and
to the sizes and natures of those
establishments, it is in the better
interests of the fishing industry
that the application should be
granted.

This will give the director the right to
refuse a license if he feels that to grant
it would be uneconomic. This is an im-
portant amendment and has been drafted
in the best interests of the industry itself.

The Minister said when introducing this
Bill-and I am sure this is so-that it is
designed to eater for the development of
the prawning industry, which shows such
great potential in the waters of the north-
west,

We know it is making very good pro-
gress now. I think the weight of prawns
caught is somewhere In the vicinity of
5,000,000 lb. per annum. However, the
potential is very much greater according
to experts from different parts of the
world who have been here, and according
to a number of companies which have
undertaken a great deal of exploratory
and research work in areas along the
coast. They have reported on the area of
Cambridge Gulf, which is near Wynd-
ham, and they are of the firm opinion
that the prawning industry in the north-
ern waters could rival, if not out-rival,
the crayfishing industry as a money spin-
ner for the State. If the crayfish in-
.dustry remains stabilised at somewhere
in the vicinity of 17,000,000 lb. to 18,000,000
lb. in weight, the prawning industry could
exceed this figure, because the indications
appear to be so good.

Recently one of the leading companies
operating in the north-west brought out
fromn America an expert on the shrimp in-
dustry. Incidentally, Australia is the only
place where prawns are referred to as
such; in other parts of the world, they
are called shrimps. The expert was from
Texas in the United States and he had
particular experience with the Gulf of
Mexico. The company wanted his advice
on the latest form of equipment and the
type of vessel that would be necessary
to develop the prawning industry in a big
way In the State. The expert was in
Western Australia for a few months and
he advised fishermen on tbe latest tech-
niques.

'The same company has also sent one of
its leading fishing skippers to America
where he is undergoing additional training
in the matter of technique and knowhow.
He is spending some time in the Gulf of
Mexico and the Carribean Sea, and is
learning about the latest techniques and
the type of vessel which it would be neces-
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sary to use in Western Australian waters
if the industry is to operate in a big way.
When he returns, he will be able to advise
the company on the very latest methods.
I understand the company has ordered
quite a large fleet of a certain type of
prawning vessel which will be fitted with
the most modem equipment. Of course,
this will be a great asset to the company
and to the State in general, because it
will mean the company will be able to
catch a large number of Prawns and
handle them much more efficiently.

This is not the only company which
will operate in these waters. We all know
the development of the prawning industry
In Shark Bay, Carnarvon. and Learrnonth.
In these areas, of course, there is a car-
tamn amount of restriction on the ships
which can operate. However, at Nickol
Bay, which is near Dampier, there should
be no restriction, and the possibilities of
the Broome area and the Admiralty
Islands are really very promising.

Other companies working in the area
have a great deal of capital and know-
how and I believe they will prove of great
advantage to the industry. It is only
reasonable that the companies which
operate in the area and which have done
a great deal of pioneering and research
work should receive some sort of protec-
tion. The processing plants which operate
in the areas come up against rather high
costs because of the nature of the country,
the difficulty of obtaining suitable staff
in the area, and the general handling
of the fish. In respect of this last aspect,
a great deal of the processing work in
the fishing industry, which includes the
processing of prawns, is done by female
labour, and in areas such as these, one
can imagine that this labour problem could
be very difficult. Indeed, it is proving so.
This has the tendency to increase costs
and it will be easily seen that small com-
panies and Processing plants could find
themselves in a great deal of trouble.

Some thought should be given to pre-
venting people from going into operation
when they are not likely to be successful.
They could, perhaps, give a bad image to
the prawning industry, and this is some-
thing which must be avoided; because,
at the moment, the Western Australian
fishing industry has a particularly good
name and prawns, in particular. are
eagerly sought after by Japan and other
countries.

We are all conscious of the fact that
many fishing nations of the world are
turning towards the Indian Ocean and
the coast of Western Australia for the
furtherance of their interests. I believe
this aspect must be watched very care-
fully. If we, ourselves, are not making
full use of our fishing grounds, we have
no excuse for saying that other People have
no right to fish in these waters. However,

if we are using them, we are not likely
to have any trouble from other nations.

There is also the type of fisherman who,
in some respects, is more of a menace to
the industry, in that he is a part-time
fisherman. I am referring to the person
who goes into fishing when conditions and
prices are good but who, as soon as they
start to ease off, goes out of the industry. I
believe we should give all the protection
possible to those fisherman wvho are per-
manently engaged in the industry and
who, when the prawning or the cray-
fishing season expires, operate in some
other part of the fishing industry.

The SPEAKER: To which portion of the
Bill does this refer?

Mr. RTJNCIMAN: I am referring to the
fishing industry in the north, but perhaps
I have strayed a little far.

Mr. Bickerton: Leave the north out of
it, and leave my prawns alone.

Mr. RTTNCIMAN: I consider that these
are some of the reasons which have in-
fluenced the Minister to make it a part of
the law that the Director of Fisheries can
refuse a company a processing license if
he feels that, economically, it is not going
to be in the interests of the fishing in-
dustry. That is why I made the general
remarks with regard to the industry on
the north-west coast.

There is one point in connection with
this legislation about which I am inclined
to be somewhat critical; that is, the
Director of Fisheries has the right to say
whether or not it is economic to go ahead
with a processing industry. The director
may be an expert on the fishing industry,
but he may not be an expert on economics.

It is rather significant, that the Man-
durah fishermen who have become inter-
ested in a cannery or a filleting
plant are dealing entirely with the
Department of Industrial Development on
the economic side of this matter. How-
ever, I know that one of the members of
the Fisheries Advisory Committee is an
economist, and Perhaps the Minister may
have consulted the advisory committee be-
fore introducing the Bill. I consider it
has a great deal to commend it, and I have
much pleasure in supporting the legisla-
tion.

MR. BOSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister for Works) [4.54 p.m.]: I would
like to express my appreciation to the
three members who have supported the
Bill. In my view they have each shown
a sound appreciation of the basic needs
of tbe industry with regard to these pro-
visions. Perhaps a slight difference of
opinion exists on one of the amendments,
and it is possible that the member for
Qascoyne will move an amendment. The
member for Murray was somewhat critical
of the powers of the director in regard to
his economic knowledge and in regard to
applying this knowledge to determine
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whether or not a processor's establish- Although Penalties are Placed in the
ment should be situated in one place or
another. However, I can assure the
member for Murray that the director
would not lightly make a decision in a
matter of this kind. He has a competent
staff to support him.

If the terms of the proposed re-enacted
subsection are read very closely, it will be
seen that the reasons for his refusal, if
he does refuse, have to be given. In the
case of an application, the director has to
have regard to the number of processing
establishments in respect of licenses
which, under this section, are then in
force. Also, he has to have regard to the
sizes and nature of those establishments
and determine whether it is in the best in-
terests of the fishing industry. The
director is a person who is peculiarly and
particularly fitted to Make the original
adjudication. Rights Of appeal do exist.

I am pleased that this most important
provision in the Bill apparently has re-
ceived general accord. On behalf of the
Minister for Fisheries, I would like to say
that the Government cannot be sure that
the provision will completely satisf y
everybody. Indeed, it probably will not do
that, but it is another measure in the long
list of management measures which the
Government has undertaken in recent
years to try Properly to control fishing
operations in the very rich fishing grounds
which lie off our coastline.

I do not think it is appropriate for me
to dwell at length on the quality of man-
agement measures except to say-as I
have said in the Past in this Chamnber-
that most of these measures have received
the acclaim of fishing authorities all over
Australia; and visiting fishing officials
from other parts of the world have been
unstinted in their praise of the en-
lightened way we have tackled the prob-
lem of fisheries control and management.
Basically, most people agree with this as-
sertion; but, of course, it is completely im-
possible to please all sections of any in-
dustry or all members in Parliament
House.

I now wish to refer to the possibility
of the member for Gascoyne moving an
amendment to clause 4, which seeks to
delete a paragraph from the Act and in-
sert another in lieu. Of course, it is not
necessary for the first to be deleted in
order to insert the other; I appreciate that
fact. However, I point out firstly that
it was due to the foresight of the Minister
and the Government that the Fisheries
Research and Development Fund was
created. Fees and certain items of money
are paid into the research fund. As the
years go on, I have no doubt it will pro-
duce quite good results. I do not think
we should expect too much from it initially,
but there is no doubt it helps to give a
sophisticated air to the fisheries industry
in Western Australia. Doubtless, good will
flow from the work that is done.

Act, by and large it was felt that they
should not flow into the research fund.
As a general principle. I understand penal-
ties should be paid into Consolidated Re-
venue, although, there may be departures
from this principle. However I am sure
I will not be questioned a great deal when
I say that, as a general principle, it is
best for penalties to be paid into Con-
solidated Revenue. In some measure, it
is to be regretted that the fund will be
depleted to a certain extent by the loss
of the penalties. However, instead of this,
there will be paid into the fund moneys
resulting from the sale of fish which are
caught by vessels which undertake ex-
ploratory missions, such as tuna research,
crayfish research, Prawn research, or any
other type of fishing research in our
waters.

What is caught by these exploratory
vessels on investigatory missions will be
sold and the money obtained will be paid
into the research fund. At one time it
was felt that this money, too, should be
paid into Consolidated Revenue; but, al-
though the idea was canvassed, it was
thrust aside because it was felt there is
a definite and close link between the re-
search fund spending money on explora-
tory and investigatory missions, the catch-
ing of fish, the selling of the catch, and
the money going back into the fund to
provide for further research.

I am afraid I could not support the
amendment which the honourable member
suggested, but I thank members for their
general support of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.

A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Ross
Hutchinson (Minister for Works) in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Section 35L amended-
Mr. NORTON: This is the clause to

which I referred in my second reading
speech and which I felt ought to be
amended. Section 35L deals with the
establishment of the Fisheries Research
and Development Fund, and it Is a fund
which is very badly needed in this State.
It could be used for many purposes and
one that comes to mind is the new ocean
research laboratory which is to be built
shortly in this State for the study of the
development and life cycles of crayfish,
prawns, and probably many other types
of fish.

Work of that nature costs a great deal
of money. As the member for Albany said.
research into oyster fanning should be
carried out in this State. This is some-
thing which has not been tackled to any
extent in Western Australia, but there
are many areas, including some in my
own electorate, where a good deal of oyster
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farming could take place. We have the
right tides, water temperature, and every-
thing that is required for good oyster farm -
ing. Albany would be in much the same
position and it is something which could
be investigated. What little money the
Treasury would be deprived of by passing
the fines received to the research fund
would not be worth considering, whereas
it could mean a good deal of the money
to the fund. I move an amendment-

Page 2 lines 40 and 41-Delete the
passage "by deleting paragraph (b) of
subsection (2) and substitute the
following paragraph".

if this amendment is carried, it will be
necessary to delete the paragraph designa-
tion (b) and substitute the paragraph
designation (e). This would allow the
penalties, or the fines, still to remain with
the fund, and also the new moneys to
be paid into the fund, which would be of
great assistance.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: When reply-
ing to the debate I said I could not accept
this amendment, and I find myself un-
moved by the honourable member's expla-
nation. I agree with him about the pur-
poses of the research fund: indeed I sub-
scribe wholeheartedly to the views he ex-
pressed. However. this is the reason the
Government established the Fisheries
Research and Development Fund in 1965,
and it is the intention of the Government
to proceed with fisheries research develop-
ment wherever possible. It is not possible
to do it on a complete, broad face, tackling
every task immediately. However, a good
deal of work has already been done.

The general principle is for the penalties
to be paid into Consolidated Revenue, and
it is proposed to carry on with this prac-
tice. However, in lieu of any moneys that
are lost through the penalties not going to
the fund-and probably it will not be a
great deal so far as Consolidated Revenue
is concerned-I think it is more than likely
a greater sum will be paid into the fund
through moneys raised by the sale of fish
which are taken in the course of the
carrying out of exploratory missions.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (Minister for
Works), and passed.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 8th November.
MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.12 p.m.]:

This Bill is one to further the process of
Statute law revision. one of the princi-

pal objects of a Statute law revision pro-
gramme is to remove redundant Statutes
from the law list, and this is best done by
clearly repealing these Statutes by Act
of Parliament. It Is this facet of Statute
law revision with which the law revision
programme, as we know it, and as we have
known it for some years, is concerned.

it seems rather strange that to repeal
a whole series of redundant Statutes we
have to add another one to the Statute
book.* However, we have been assured by
the Minister-and we must accept this
assurance-that the Bill before us virtually
completes the repeal progamnme for the
period 1832 to 1963.

I feel a great deal of credit is due to
the officers who have been responsible for
the research and the delving into this
period of history, and the recommending
to Parliament that these redundant
Statutes be repealed. It would seem that
the programme has already provided for
the repeal of 1,239 enactments,

The enactments now proposed for repeal
are set out in the two schedules to the
Bill before us, and the details of those
schedules are clearly set out in the memo-
randum which has been supplied to all
members. I can assure the House I have
made a thorough examination of the in-
formation I have before me, and the
Statutes cuvered by this measure can be
safely repealed. Therefore I say, in re-
gard to this Bill: imprimatur. Perhaps
that is not an appropriate expression at
this stage, because it means, "let it be
printed," but I give the Bill my support.

Question put and passed.
Bill read. a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported withut amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and passed.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
considered.

in Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.

A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Durack in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendments
made by the Council are as follows:-

NO. 1.
Clause 2, page 5,. line 30-Delete thn

word "questions" and substitute the
word "~question".

2465



2466 [ASSEMBLY.]

No. 2.
Clause 2, page 5, line 32-Delete the

word "copying" and substitute the
word "keeping".

Mr. DURACK: I move-
That the amendments made by the

Council be agreed to.
These were referred to by the Minister for
Industrial Development on the second
reading. The first amendment seeks to
correct a printing error. The second
amendment is the result of a suggestion
from the Crown Law Department which
felt that the word "keeping" would be
more suitable than the word "copying" in
relation to statements contained In the
records.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

MARKING OF LAMB AND HOGGET
BILL

Council's Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W, A.
Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Nalder (Min-
ister for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Council is as follows:-

Clause 5, page 5, line 12-Insert a
new subsection to stand as subsection
(4) as follows:-I

(4) In subsection (3) of this
section "marking device" means
any device that is capable of being
used with an ink or stain to pro-
duce on the carcass of the sheep
a mark similar to that described
in paragraphs (d) and (e) of sub-
section (1) of section 4 of this
Act.

Mr. NALDER: The member for Subiaco
suggested that this amendment would
improve the definition of "marking device,"
and I agree that it will. I have no objec-
tion to the amendment. I move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

Mr. KELLY: Does not the Minister con-
template a device that is standard? Can
anybody manufacture a backyard device
and put it into operation?

Mr. Nalder: No. That is clearly pro-
vided for in the Bill.

Mr. KELLY: The amendment suggests
that anything that can brand a carcase
would be acceptable, and I feel that is
wrong.

Mr. Nalder: This defines a marking
device.

Mr. KELLY: I think it means any
device and it is far too loose. We should
aim at a standard device which can be
used satisfactorily when stock are to be
slaughtered. In the crayfishing industry
a standard device is used for measuring
crayfish, and we should also use a
standard device in this instance.

Mr. NALDER: If the honourable mnem-
ber refers to clause 5 of the Bill he will
see that approval must be given to the
device manufactured. The device is
similar to a pair of pliers with a roller in
the centre which has the mark for lamb
or hogget as the case may be. Every
device manufactured will be different, but
the standard will be the same. The
honourable member will see that this aspect
is thoroughly covered in subclause (3) of
clause 5.

I was satisfied with the previous defini-
tion, but the member for Subiaco and the
member for Perth suggested that the
definition under discussion would be an
improvement. The Crown Law Depart-
ment has agreed, and we would be well
advised to accept the amendment.

Mr. GUTHRIE: There are two reasons
which make this definition necessary.
Firstly, a person who applies for a device
initially must be quite clear as to the
type of device he wants to manufacture.
Previously, application only had to bermade
to the Minister for a device for marking
sheep and hogget, and there was no
approved marking device at that time.

There is a further Provision under
which any person who has an authorised
marking device in his possession can be
prosecuted. So we must define 'marking
device." All of us have marking devices
for a hundred and one different purposes.
Is it intended that because I have a device
for marking books or marking clothes I
have committed an offence against this
Act? We wish to make it clear that this
applies to a marking device which is used
for marking lamb and hogget.

Question Put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPERANNUA-
TION AND PENSIONS) BILL

Councis Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now

considered,
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W.
A. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Brand
(Premier) in charge of the B ill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows:-

Clause 7, page 4. line 10-Delete the
word "tenth" and substitute the word
"twentieth".
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Mr. BRAND: I move-
That the amendment made by the

Council be agreed to.
It will be found there has been an obvious
drafting error and the reduction should
be one-twentieth and not one-tenth.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1967-68
In Comimittee of Supplv)

Resumed from the 15th November, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A.
Manning) in the Chair.

Vote: Legislative Council, $56,50O0-

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [5.35 p.m.]: It
is my intention to speak on one or two
items of interest to Western Australia and
to the electorate of Dale. Last week, the
member for Swan raised a number of
issues relating to another university; and.
thinking back through the words spoken
during the session, I remember my own re-
marks in connection with this subject dur-
ing the Address-in-Reply debate. I have
full sympathy for the memnber for Swan
and have no intention of reducing or
dimming his hope for a university in his
electorate; but I would submit that he.
in all fairness and not being parochial,
would concede that the area south of the
river would have a prior claim.

I shall submit figures which show clearly
that when the time comes for the estab-
lishment of another university, the district
south of the river will have a great claim
and need for this facility, and will be a
most useful Place for its establishment,

In 1966 the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority quoted 1964 figures in
relation to south and north of the river.
At that time there were 265,316 people
north of the river and 186,728 south. The
figure for urban areas was 41,988 acres
north, and 36,992 acres south. As regards
dwellings at that time there were 76,466
north and 53,893 south. These figures did
not include the many activities that are
now taking Place in the Shire of Arma-
dale-Kelmscott, or the development that is
taking place In the Calista-Medina area,
and the Rockingham - Safety Bay area.
Being a fair-minded man, I think the
honourable member would concede that
there is every claim for this university
being situated south of the river.

There is an added attraction. We have
a network of railways, which lend them-
selves admirably to large-scale develop-
ment; and it would be my suggestion-
I have held this opinion for a long time
-that a university, which generates large
numbers of people and has a need for
intensive transport, could well be placed

along one of those railways. I am sure
the honourable member would agree with
me when I say such a siting would be
logical.

The main item to which I wish to ad-
dress myself this afternoon is the question
of town Planning. I would now refer to
an item which I noticed in the Press a
short time ago regarding the subdivision
of a block in England. I quote-

A British real estate agency which
has the Marquess of Hereford as a
director is offering 43,560 pieces of
land, each measuring 1 ft. square for
sale to Americans. The land is near
Windsor Castle. The price is $9 a
block.

I assume this is rural land. These blocks
represent 4,840 square yards or one acre.
The price Per acre would be $392,040: or,
for a quarter of an acre, $98.010. 1 think
this would indicate to the Premier that his
problems are not as great as they may
seem. So much on the lighter side. With
such small pieces of land, one can well
imagine the problems of the Titles Office
and local authorities if such a thing were
to happen here.

I have read various articles in the Press
attributed to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. In The Sundall Times of the 20th
October, it was said to be the intention
of the Opposition to dwell on this subject
of land and to use this subject as a plank
in its platform in the coming State elec-
tion, and that the shadow Cabinet was
giving its full attention to this item. one
would have thought the Opposition would
have given this subject far more atten-
tion in this Chamber during the session
if it really felt there was a crisis in re-
gard to this matter, as it claims.

Mr. Bickerton: We haven't got to it
yet.

Mr. RUSHTON: There was another
interesting item attributed to the Leader
of the Opposition in the political notes
published in The West Australian of the
2nd November. The concluding remarks
were-

Suggestions made by the M.R.P.A. a
year ago were worthy of more con-
sideration than they have so far re-
ceived.

It is my intention to show clearly that this
Government has, in fact, taken practical
steps in relation to this subject, and to
show that as far as I am concerned-and
this view will be held by all fair-minded
people-those steps are the only practical
way. I quote the following recommenda-
tions from the M.R.P.A. report of 1966:-

1. That, because there are reserves
of undeveloped urban-zoned land
sufficient to satisfy demands for
a number of years, no change be
made in the policy of not releas-
ing urban-deferred land except
in special circumstances.
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When one dwells on that statement, one the effect, the recommendations, and the
has to agree that every second person who
is responsible for reports on this subject
in the Press has a different opinion. Con-
tinuing-

2. That the Government be advised
that, although on the face of it
there Is more than enough land
for immediate development, it is
common knowledge that there is
a shortage of freely-available
blocks--for industrial as well as
for residential development-at a
price that the public can reason-
ably be expected to pay, and that
the multifarious factors that have
produced this unsatisfactory state
of affairs call for very early
careful investigation and suitable
remedial action.

3. That the Government be further
advised that, because the current
levelling-off in land values may
not endure, steps should be taken
to counter further inflation.
Suitable measures for stabilising
values could be discovered by the
investigations referred to in
recommendation 2 above, and put
up to the Government as soon as
possible.

Then follows 19 suggestions as to bow one
would tackle this subject. After a close
study of them, I think some would have
the direct effect of increasing the price
of land, We know that since that time
the Government has constituted a special
committee to give full regard to this sub-
ject.

One can very easily see the necessity
for such a committee. The terms of
reference state that it is the committee's
duty to find a practical way of dealing
with this problem. One would fully agree
any steps taken in this direction should
not be proceeded with until every regard
had been had to the factors which are
tangible. We must endeavour to see that
reactions do not nullify the actions taken.

My own electorate is particularly in-
terested in the matter of town planning.
Every day another subdivision is submitted.
There are varied problems because of the
rural land. Therefore, it is of tremendous
interest to me, and I look forward to the
report of this committee. Of course, the
report will also be of interest to the com-
munity generally. I believe we do not
wish to see an enlarged superstructure of
restrictions to remedy this problem. We
should look at the recommrrendations to see
what action can rectify this problem. I
believe that many of the submissions made
in regard to this problem would have the
direct effect of Increasing the price of land.

At this stage I would
Was of interest to me
annual report for 1967
politan Region Planning

mention that it
to read, in the

of the Metro-
Authority about

conclusions of the south-of -the-river
survey. In some way, this is a duplica-
tion of the items I mentioned from an
earlier report. The following are some
of the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority's conclusions:-

(a) the vexed and complicated prob-
lems that surround the availa-
bility of land cannot be solved by
any simple-seeming and super-
ficial course of procedure designed
for the sole purpose of injecting
Into the market massive areas of
yet more building-land;

(b) there are reserves of urban land
and urban-deferred land (enough
for 1.4 million people!) that will
be adequate for a long time;

(c) the relationship between the num-
ber, of undeveloped blocks and land
values is only one of the many
factors that influence the Price of
land:

(d) any hurried and ill-considered
move to throw open great areas of
planned and unserviced land
would be wrong; and

Ce) a variety of controls should be in-
vestigated (eleven possibilities were
suggested by the MRPA) and a
suitable combination of them
should be vigorously employed.

From that comment it will be seen that
the problem is being dealt with, to my
mind, in a somewhat academic way. The
committee which is working on the prob-
lem at present has the benefit of these
comments, and is seeking to present a
practical solution to the Government.
Fuirther on in the report, on page 17, the
following comment appears:-

The finding of solutions to it will
be the topic of wdde-ranging debates
during the review of the Scheme.
RIGID OR FLEXIBLE SCHEMES?

The same problems that surround
the discovery and use of a workable
modal-split also complicate the in-
vention of a statutory planning-
scheme, for the Region and for the
municipalities, that avoids rigidity but
eschews anarchy.

The old style of planning scheme
attempted to fix every little thing in
advance. Then the planners dis-
covered that they weren't all that
omniscient, so some of them inclined
too far in the opposite direction of
almost no-plan conditions moderated
by ad hoc surveillance.

We shall have to come up with some-
thing in between; a guiding plan that
is firm without being pernickety,
coupled with a carefully-conceived
programme of continual development-
control.
A CONCEPT

This same aproach of goal-directed
flexibility will also have to influence
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our formulation of a concept for the
ordered growth of our Region. it
will have to be something that will
embrace economy and efficiency and
that will also be grand enough to stir
our blood. It will however have to
avoid being so monolithic that the
shape of it cannot be reasonably re-
sponsive to new developments.

So I submit from these words of the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
we see how necessary it has been for
the Government to undertake this review.
Of course, we also feel-as does the Gov-
ernment-that whatever steps are taken
need to be Practicable. For that reason,
when one reviews the submission by the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority,
at this stage of the report, one can see
it has not reduced to a practical plan
what might be a reasonable remedy for
the vexed question of land prices and land
availability. The report also contains a
statement relating to subdivisions in the
rural zones. tinder the heading "Sub-
division in the Rural Zone" appears-

Recent investigations have confirmed
the wisdom and validity of this policy.

I am not in agreement with this point.
At the time the restrictions were intro-
duced I happened to be the president of
a shire. In that shire many subdivisions
were taking place, and tremendous growth
was occurring. I think it was the Daily
News which, at that time, interviewed the
shire presidents and obtained their
opinions. It was my opinion that it would
be reasonable to have a stay of activities
of, say. 12 months to allow a review to see
which way we should go.

I understand that at that time the
town planning authorities were under tre-
mnendous pressure in handling develop-
ment, and from my knowledge it would
have been very easy for mistakes to occur
with regard to drainage, road placing,
and many other developmental matters.
So I think it was a reasonable restriction
to impose, and aL thoughtful one.

I believe-as I then believed-that the
area surrounding a community should bae
zoned to make allowance for farmlets. I
do not mean in the extravagant manner
which occurred some years ago, but in a
realistic way so that people could build
on small holdings and raise their families
in an environment which they desired.
In fact, each house built for this purpose
woul-l make another house available in
the city.

3[n close proximity to Roleystone there
exists steep rural land which is not suit-
abke for agricultural purposes. That land
lendis itself to the type of development I
have mentioned. The town of Roleystone
is planned for the future and has a large
amount of urban land. Therefore, in the
years ahead the Partial lifting of controls
will allow development to take place and
will allow those farmers to exist. Of

course, such a scheme Would be limited be-
cause the land which is available is
limited, but such a schemnewould have the
desirable effect of allowing pe-ople from
the city-or from further out-to have a
way of life which they desire. It would
not Present any further pressure on the
community, generally, or upset urban de-
velopment.

Another thought which came to my
mind was that the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority, when it introduced
the restriction on Aive-acre subdivisions,
thought the restriction would help to hold
the price of land. I believe it had the other
effect and concentrated the investment of
money in urban areas. It had a stimulat-
Ing effect on prices.

In closing on this item, I would suggest
it would be well to allow commnon sense
thinking so that uncertainties may be re-
removed, so people will continue to build
their homes in small properties, and so that
People live the life they want to. Many
people put forward their views in regard to
this subject. As I said earlier, one needs to
tackle the basic problem and not add
more restrictions and controls to it.

I feel that one of the causes of our
problem-and one which we will not at-
tempt to stop-is the affluent society in
which we live in this State. We would not
change this. The Government has been
effective in decentralisation to the extent
that we have the only State which Is ex-
periencing an increase in rural population.
I think one would consider this a very satis-
factory result of the progress of the State,
and from the progress of the State we have
our affluent society.

State exports have risen by 24 Per cent.,
and this is another major achievement
which, in itself, brings prosperity to the
people living in our State. I would sug-
gest our affluent society is one item we
certainly do not want to diminish, and,
on my list, it is the No. 1 cause of price
increases. We wish the Government every
success in being able to embrace the whole
community in this affluence. As I say, this
No. 1 item is one which I feel cannot be
interfered with in any way in an attempt
to control this problem of land prices.

The Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority is No. 2 on the list of causes. The
planning system was introduced to obtain
the best economic use of our land, and
the authority has had considera~ble suc-
cess in forming a plan.

A period of 13 years--or perhaps 14
years-has elapsed since planning research
was introduced and this would support my
thought that there -should he a thorough
review of the plan to see whether, in fact,
greater flexibility can be built Into it to
allow for more immediate rectification of
disabilities which arise from present plan-
ning. I believe planning has created a
ready-made investment business insomuch
as by the creation of' fixed boundaries in-
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vestors know what will take place. For
that reason certain areas become a sure
investment and so people buy the land.
The amount of land available is being re-
duced every day. The more houses that
are built, the more pressure will be applied
to the remaining land.

Another contributor to increased price
is the result of planning today for the
needs of tomorrow. This is a policy we all
believe in, because it does reduce the
cost of development in the future, but in
a young State such as ours there is a
limit to such planning because of the
tremendous pressure on our existing
resources. Price increases result from
sophistication of services, and to increase
the standard of services is definitely re-
flected in increased prices of land.

Every measure brought forward to Im-
pose a tax1 or to make an improvement
in any service is directly reflected in the
price of land, and these matters should
be taken into consideration when a re-
view is made by the authorities. Indeed.
it is a challenge to them. There should
be a constant review of the co-ordination
In the administrative processes relating
to subdivisions.

We all know that in respect of
any subdivision the provision of neces-
sary services is essential, and this involves
many departments. It is obvious a
developer has many uncertainties to face
in considering what will be required of
any subdivision of his land by a planner.
If the time set for the subdivision is un-
certain he will attempt, through his costs
and charges, to provide against any un-
foreseeable provision he may have to face
in the future.

if the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority can reduce the degree of un-
certainty relating to our urban lands it
will benefit the Price of land. It is most
desirable that blocks be serviced by
reticulated water. However, I feel
that this system needs review, because
many anomalies occur inasmuch as many
people who bold small blocks of land find
it is not practicable to subdivide because
of cost. Therefore, water mains, as they
are required, could be provided by the
developer and/or the Metropolitan Water
Board so that this problem could be
overcome. This would suggest that the
people responsible for the servicing of
urban land would have to accept the
challenge of reducing the time necessary
to provide these services and the cost of
themn. Some way of returning capital
which has been provided away and above
the needs of subdivision should be in-
troduced. If this were done, it would
benefit the price of land and availability
of blocks.

The fourth point I would mention is
the method of land taxing to bring about
beneficial results in preventing increases

in land value. Anyone living in an area
which Is rapidly developing will realise
more frequent revaluations are made
because of rapid development, and always
there is the tendency for the prices to
move upwards. Value is influenced be-
cause a number of blocks, say, five or six,
have been bought for special purposes at
a special price. This brings me to the
point that we could well use the system
used by the Metropolitan Water Board.
Of course, if this were done, the values
would be based on unimproved capital
values. The Metropolitan Water Board
revalues every three years. I am not
insistent that revaluation of land should
be made every three years, but it could
be done every six years, or some other
suitable period.

A-s a result, all land in the metropolitan
area and urban lots in the various towns,
throughout the State would be revalued
on a certain date. This would mean that
prices would not rise in sympathy with
land valuations made by one area and
another at irregular times. The valuations
would be made at a certain time and
would reduce the spiralling effect. I
made this suggestion during the debate
on the Address -in -Repl y and I think such
a scheme is most desirable to effect bene-
ficial results in land prices.

The point could be raised that the pres-
ent method of land taxing has a growth
factor built into it. If valuations were
made every six years the growth factor
would still remain.

In my reference to land I conclude by
saying we have heard many people sug-
gest many remedies to offset the increase
in land values. in a report by an econo-
mist it was suggested that land should
be thrown open in large amounts between
Mandurah and Yanchep. To him this
would mean that people would be living
on land they serviced themselves and this
would result in the cost of the land being
reduced. Further, in the report issued by
the Metropolitan Region Planning Autho-
rity the authority urges ways of land
control. When one sees the reaction to
these reports by responsible people who
are involved in land dealings, one can
easily understand that some of these
suggestions are not acceptable or very
practical in bringing benefit to land prices,
or making land available at a reasonable
price.

On Wednesday, the 22nd November,
1967, the Daily News published an editorial
relating to the cost-of-land spiral. It
outlined some of the points of the problem
and expressed a common sense outlook.
Portion of the editorial reads as follows:-

But it is a complex problem which
obviously will not be solved by simply
releasing big tracts of land outside
the metropolitan area in an attempt
to meet the demand.
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Without adequate safeguards, these
would surely fall into the hands of
speculators.

That editorial suggests that we should re-
lease tracts of land which would result
in the development of housing for people
in need of homes, and this would take the
pressure off the investment side of land
dealings and would bring about a more
stable situation. Under the heading
"Taxation" the editorial had this to say-

And it also seems certain that
higher taxation on unimproved
land is not the answer. Higher hold-
ing costs could lead to higher block
prices for the people who finally build
on the land.

I support those views. I believe we can
have realistic taxes placed on land, but
extreme measures, without considering
basic factors of the problem, only aggra-
vate the position and create other prob-
lems.

Mr. Graham: What are the basic factors
of the problem?

Mr, RUSHTON- I regret the honour-
able member has not been listening to
the suggestions I have outlined, but I
would be quite happy to discuss the issues
with him. I admit there is no easy
remedy, but I would prefer the problem
to be tackled by considering the issues that
bring about the problem before adding
any further restrictions.

Mr. Graham: I thought you had one
feature in mind which was paramount.

Mr. RUSHTON: No: to my mind there
are many factors. This is a word-wide
problem. I look for an answer which
will retain the best environment for
family life. I also look for the least re-
strictions on the individual, and I am
thankful we have a practical Government
looking for a practical answer.

Mr. Graham: Who said that? The Gov-
ernment has done nothing; that is the
trouble.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the honourable
member so desires I will illustrate to him
what it is doing, and it Is certainly a prac-
tical way of tackling the problem.

I now refer directly to my elector-
ate. In doing so I would remind mem-
bers of an item which appears in the
newspapers every second day and which
refers to the development of the Naval
Base-Rockingham-Safety Bay area. The
item also makes frequent reference to the
provision of a naval base, dry docks, and
many other developments in this area.

I believe the statements which often
appear in the Press and which contain the
charge against the Government that it
works in secrecy are absolute nonsense.
I have been a member of this House for
nearly three years. I think it was three
weeks before I stood for the by-election
that a very full plan was published In the

paper, and this aroused considerable
attention. Since then, from time to time,
statements by the Government have been
made; visits by various Ministers have
been made to the area; the shire has been
taken into the Government's confidence in
regard to what is taking place in that
area, and the general public, also, has
shared the confidence of the Government.
This article was written, no doubt, by a
reporter who was specially assigned to the
task.

In the article the reporter outlined many
facts, and one of the facts is: Who knows
when these various items of development
will take place? To my knowledge, the
people who are in authority and respon-
sible for the development have to prepare a
plan for events and developments, the tim-
ing of which is indefinite at present. I re-
present the area and it is certainly my
endeavour-and I know it is the endeavour
of the Government-to ensure that the
people residing there are kept informed
of the developments as fully as possible.

The Government realises that these
people are living in an area which will
be the subject of tremendous growth. The
people have knowledge of what is hoped
will occur in the way of development and
they realise that the growth of the area
is dependent upon many industries which
will be established there.

I would now like to comment on the
site of the dry dock.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. RUSHTON., Before the tea suspen-
sion I was referring to the charges which
have been made in the Press recently over
the alleged secrecy on the part of the
Government in regard to its develop-
mental activities in the Hockinghanm area.
I consider the charges to be totally un-
founded. The Government is making re-
ports continually on its aims and endeav-
ours in this area, and any requests for
information by me for the residents have
been met readily. I am sure information
will continue to be given whenever possible.

Naturally the people and associations of
that district wish to retain the delightful
environment, and I am sure that as long
as it is possible this will be done. The
Sacred Heart Convent at Point Peron, a
very happy community, is fully involved. I
am sure the Government will do every-
thing possible, Just as I will do every-
thing possible, to help the convent and
the community with the problems that
arise.

With the thought of obtaining the best
results for Western Australia, the local
people of the area, and industry gener-
ally, I respectfully request and suggest to
the Minister for ]Defence (Mr. Fairhall),
who I understand visited the area today,
that he make an early and favourable
decision on siting and creating a naval
base at Careening Bay, and, if it is within
his province, to construct a causeway to
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Garden Island, which is in the electorate
of Cottesloe, represented by the Minister
for Works. I san sure that the Minister
for Works will be only too happy to see
this development take place. At the same
time, if possible, I would like to see a
dry dock sited in that area. This would
allow the retention of the maximum
number of beaches and foreshores for the
use of the public. This is the aim of all
concerned in the area. They support
efforts which will flow benefits to Western
Australia and the local community by the
Government's outstanding work.

I have many problems which have arisen
from a progressive State and a progres-
sive electorate, and I am appreciative of
the assistance of the Government and of
my electors for the opportunity to attend
to their needs. Certainly it has been a
joy for me to participate in the achieve-
ments.

MR. WV. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [7.35
p.m.]: I would like to make a few ob-
servations in this debate. Firstly, I wish
to thank those who took guy place in the
Chair while I was away. It gave me the
opportunity to attend the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association Conference at
Uganda. I appreciate it very much, as I
was given a splendid opportunity to learn
something of the countries in Africa and
of their Problems.

I shall refer to a few of my experiences.
As delegate from Western Australia I flew
from here to Johannesburg, and spent 10
days in South Africa and 10 days in
Rhodesia. It is not wise for me to
say very much about the politics of those
two countries, and because their affairs
have world-wide interest I shall not speak
about them in depth. Ten days is not a
suflicient period to enable one to talk
much about a country, and certainly it is
the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Government to deal with our relations
with Rhodesia and South Africa. I shall
not pretend to express opinions that are
beyond my responsibility.

I saw much of those two countries dur-
ing the time I was there. The time was
fully occupied in seeing many of the
devclopments that are being undertaken;
and I would say that time can be avr
important factor in solving the problems
of Africa-not only of the two countries
I have mentioned, but also of the others I
visited.

A great deal of adversity faces the
countries of Africa, particularly Rhodesia
at the present time, and to a lesser extent
South Africa, because many countries are
working against them. They have to do
everything possible to counter that ad-
versity. I am sure that a country which
faces adversity has some advantages,
because adversity brings out the very best
in the people. Ther e is no doubt that
adversity is doing just that in those
countries.

It is amazing how interested the ordi-
nary person in the street is in the aff airs
and the politics of his country. When we
got into a taxi-and the driver did not
know we were parliamentarians, nor did
he know from where we came-almost the
first thing he talked about was the con-
dition of the country. It is amazing how
many of the people are interested In their
country's aff airs.

However, in Australia it seems very few
people are so interested. Even at election
time some are not anxious to vote. it
impressed me that adversity brought out
the very best in the people of the two
African countries I have mentioned. If
tolerance and patience are given the op-
portunity to hold sway for a time, then
the best interests of all concerned in those
countries will be served. I am certain of
that. My views are indicated by the fact
that I would like, in about five years'
time, the opportunity to traverse exactly
the Same areas as I traversed on this
occasion, to see the difference that has
taken place in the intervening time. If
there is peace, and if those countries are
given the opportunity to carry on in the
way they are at present. I will be very
interested indeed to visit them again, and
I hope that will be possible.

Much has been spoken of in regard to
war, and this was a feature of our con-
ference. The conference was held at
Kampala in Uganda. It was very im-
pressive that the representatives of so
many countries, of peoples of all colours
from all parts of the world, and of all
religions, understood one another in one
langTuage. Only one language was used
at the conference, but the fact that it
wiyas the English language was not material.
The point was we understood each other
in one language, and that is a very
important factor in world affairs today.

We had some very deep discussion, be-
cause the main item on the agenda was
"Africa and World Affairs." This raised
the problems which face the African
countries, and in particular Rhodesia.
There was much frank discussion. The
delegates said what they thought, and
there were no beg pardons on that occa-
sion. All delegates expressed their views
frankly.

Following the general discussion on
the opening day we got down to committee
conferences and dealt with other sub-
jects. There was a great measure of
understanding among the delegates. We
mixed together, and we stayed at the one
hotel-a new hotel built almost for the
occasion. There were 160 delegates at the
hotel, although it was not finished when
we were there. It is a magnificent
establishment run by the Government. We
mixed together during meal times and on
tours.

It seems to me that the people of
Uganda have a lot to learn, but they are
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willing to learn. The United Nations is
doing some work there to show the people
what can be done in agricultural develop-
ment and in Irrigation. Before they are
given small lots on which to work, they
are trained by the United Nations agencies
on experimental areas. It is a splendid
scheme.

Those people do not realise what a
wonderful country they have. The rain-
fall is abundant. The country extends
north and south of the equator, and we
crossed the equator several times in our
stay. It is located at an altitude of 6,000
to 8,000 feet and the days and nights were
beautiful.

The people said they could not do very
much with the country, as they only had
a rainfall of between 30 to 40 inches a
year. That amused me. When I told
them what the rainfall was in Western
Australia-in the areas being developed-
they could hardly believe it. They do not
understand the need for water conserva-
tion, but they are learning.

The Government of the country Is in
firm control, although many troubles
beset it because of tribal differences which
erupt fromn time to time. I think that if
given sufficient time the country will prove
itself.

During the time we were in Africa we
also visited Kenya. We were shown
around the country for four or five days,
and we were very impressed with the
development. I believe the people there
have a great future ahead, if given peace
and understanding.

We had many opportunities for discus-
sion at the conference. The previous
character of these conferences has changed,
and now a lot of time is spent in com-
mittee discussion with smaller numbers
getting together, and with more freedom
of speech. I believe this Is bringing about
very direct results. It impressed me very
much to see the delegates getting to-
gether with stch great understanding.

I raised one matter while there was dis-
cussion on the entry of Great Britain into
the European Common Market, and the
steps which could be taken to counter the
effect. I was impressed by the number of
Commonwealth countries around the
Indian Ocean. If one studies a map
one will find many British countries on
the shores of the Indian Ocean-Western
Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Ceylon, India, and the African countries.
It seems to me that something should be
done to stimulate a continuous stream of
commerce between the countries which
border the Indian Ocean. I do not think
it is outside the realm of possibility that
more can be done than is being done.

Those countries a-re very interested in
our products, and many Australian
goods are to be seen, but by no means
are they all Western Australian products.

I think this State has a very good op-
portunity to develop trade in those coun-
tries. This idea might stimulate thought
In our minds.

On my way home I was privileged to
visit several Parliaments of Common-
wealth countries. I visited the Parlia-
ment in Kenya, which was sitting at the
time we were there. The Speaker of that
Parliament Is not a member. He is an
Englishman, well trained in parliamentary
procedure, and he does a mighty job In
controlling the members, many of whom
have not very much experience In p3arlia-
mentary procedure. if a Mlinister in re-
ply to a question does not appear to
answer it satisfactorily the Speaker goes
so far as to tell him so. I do not know
whether we should give that hint to our
Speaker. It might not suit our circum-
stances, but it does suit those of other
countries. We must allow a little latitude
and understanding in these things.

In one of the other countries I was
Privileged to listen to a debate. I had a
copy of the notice paper, and it was
anticipated that the sitting would con-
clude at 6.30 p.m. and resume the next
day. However, without any warning, the
sitting on that day extended until about
9 p.m. when the Government business had
concluded. Although there were two
items of Private members on the
notice paper, as soon as the Government's
business was concluded, without any
warning the House Was adjourned inde-
finitely.

Mr. Brady: Don't give the Premier any
ideas.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I would not sug-
gest that we do that. As a matter of fact,
when I was there the next day I told them
that we did not do that sort of thing.
I thought I would let them know we did
not behave like that, No explanation was
given. Without any warning or notifica-
tion to the Opposition, the House was
adjourned.

I have already said that all delegates at
the conference spoke in English. but
another important point wvas that we were
all able to hear one another. This was
because of the provision of microphones.
They were transistor microphones with no
wires or cables to get in anyone's way.
They were on the tables and the voices
were picked up very clearly. The speakers
were installed in and around the building,
and it was possible to hear what was being
said very clearly, without being conscious
of loudspeakers. The voice of the per-
son speaking just seemed to penetrate
quietly right throughout the building. I
had a look at the instruments and ascer-
tained that they were mnade in Japan.
Under present-day conditions, it seems to
me that we should investigate public ad-
dress systems because on many occasions
it is impossible for members to hear what
is being said in this Chamber.
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Mr. Craig: You do not want to bear
sometimes,

Mr. W. A. MANNING: No doubt that is
true. Perhaps the Ministers do not wish
us to hear at times.

Mr. Brand: No. Don't get Us wrong.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Joking aside,

members have a right to hear what is be-
ing said, and the very fact that it is
impossible or hard to hear is an incentive
for members to talk to one another. If it
was possible to hear the member who was
speaking, a lot of this talking between
members would not take place.

Mr. Hall: We would want a powerful
one for the member for Swan!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think the mem-
ber for Swan could be the exception!
This P.A. system was not the only feature
in the conference room, which is a very
good one in Kampala, but the Parliament
House is a magnificent building. This is
the ease in other places as well. Our
new building to us appears marvellous
-and it is-but some of these buildings
overseas really leave us away behind.
However, they do not make full use of
their buildings, which have a tremendous
number of corridors, pillars, and empty
spaces; but they are certainly most im-
pressive.

As I have said, many of these buildings
have a P.A. system and I believe that
some inquiries should be made to secure
a suitable one for this building. it may
be said that as we are a small Parliament,
we do not need one.

Mr. Gayfer: Do they have air condition-
ing?

Mir. W. A. MANNING: I anm not too
sure. I did not notice that it was partlcu-
larly hot, anyway. The P.A. systems in
these other countries are a benefit not
only to members, but also to the public.
These countries cater more fully than 'we
do for the public to witness what goes on.
There is far more room in their galleries,
and also the P.A. system is set up in the
public galleries, the Speaker's gallery,
and so on. I think this is quite an im-
portant factor. Visitors in our gallery
very often cannot hear what is being said
on the floor of the House. If we provided
this facility for visitors, we might be able
to persuade more people to take an in-
terest in the debates and proceedings of
the House.

Another practice in the other countries
with which I was not particularly im-
presed concerned the Ministers. Because
of the advantage of the P.A. system, they
do not sit in the House. They have their
offices on other storeys and they listen to
the proceedings in the House on their
loudspeaker. if they hear something
which they feel they should contradict, or
if a. debate is in progress in which they
wish to take part. they go into the House.
In the meantime, they all have assistant

Ministers who occupy seats in the House;
and a lot of the Ministers have deputy
assistants,

Mr. Bovell: How many members do they
have?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Perhaps 150, or
something like that. I am not recomn-
mending the adoption of that procedure
here;, I am merely mentioning it as a
matter of interest. However, I do feel
that a P.A. system would benefit both
members and the public. In some places
there is also a tape recorder which is used
as a check on Hansard writers; and, in
many cases, it is a valuable adjunct to the
records.

This is the only subject with which I
wish to deal tonight. I thought I should
indicate that I had derived great benefit
from my visit. I do not wvant to speak
at length, but I do appreciate the oppor-
tunity I was given. I only wish I had
time to tell members a lot more, but I
know the time would not be opportune
tonight.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [7.52 p.m.):
I have a few matters I would like to raise
on this appropriate occasion. The first
concerns some land at Point Samson. A
few weeks ago an auction sale of some
Point Samson land was held at Roebourne.
Three blocks were available.

Point Samson, members will realise, is
a long way from Perth and it is not a place
where everyone wishes to live. The blocks
were auctioned by the Lands Department,
and are not very well situated. Some
sections of the town are rather pretty;
but these lots had a beautiful view of
spinifex on three sides and if one went
to a certain amount of trouble, it was pos-
sible to see the ocean on the other side.

Mr. O'Neil: That isi, with the tide in.
Mr. BICKERTON: These lots are situ-

ated in a rather hollow section of Point
Samson and are not particularly attrac-
tive at all. There is, of course, no water
except a very restricted reticulated scheme
to existing houses. Therefore anyone
buying one of these blocks would do so in
the knowledge that he would be relying
purely on tank water; and it does not
often rain there.

In view of the fact that there is no
water, there is no sewerage, even though
it is a sewered area. All in all, I do not
think that what we call the speculative
type of buyer would be Interested. Some
39 people attended the auction of these
three blocks. Lot 85 brought $850.

Mr. O'Connor: What is the size?
Mr, B3ICKERTON: Each one is a

quarter of an acre. Lot 95 brought $785,
and tot 96, $900. The point I want to
make is that there are no land agents
and no speculators, because these blocks
are conditional purchase and must be built
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on within two years. Therefore, it was
the fact that only three blocks were offered
for sale and the people had been waiting
for some time for land auctions which
obviously made the blocks realise the
amounts they did.

I believe that when we suggest that land
prices are too high, and that something
should be done about it, the Government
itself should give the lead. This is a
case where the Government through Its
agent, the Lands Department, has been
the cause of inflationary prices in land.
It is ridiculous to contemplate that a block
of land such as I have described at Point
Samson should be worth $900. Had there
been I5 to 20 blocks, or even more, offered
at the time, probably the top price would
have been about $100. If we are going
to appeal to real estate agents and the
public generally in an endeavour to keep
down the price of land, surely the Govern-
ment should give the lead.

Mr. J. Hegney: Is the land available?
Mr. BICKERTON; Yes. It is, in most

cases, a matter of survey which is required.
We know that in many of these north-west
towns, land is the one thing they are not
short of.

Mr. O'Neil: Were those blocks a carry-
over from a previous sale?

Mr. BICKERTON: They could have been,
but the last sale would have been a couple
of years ago. The point I want to make
here is that if it is our idea that we give
people a reasonable block of land on the
condition they build, then surely it is
ridiculous we should put up for auction
such a small number of blocks.

I saved a situation of this kind in Port
Hedland some few years ago. I recall
being told that about seven or eight blocks
were to be put up for auction by the Lands
Department. I immediately requested the
department to let the sale go for the time
being, even if the people had to wait an-
other couple of months. I requested the
department to wait until a reasonable
number of blocks could be made
available, and finally about 30 or 40 were
offered for sale instead of the original
smaller number. This resulted in a more
realistic price being obtained.

If the Lands Department insists on offer-
in.g only such small numbers of blocks for
sale at a time, the inflation will continue,
One person in Roebourne received an in-
struction from Perth to go to $1,200 for
one of the blocks, but he refused to bid
against the local people. I repeat that
ths situation was brought about because
only three blocks were available when
perhaps 50 people required them. I have
seen a lot of this in smaller towns, and
some of the bigger ones. The Govern-
ment, and, in my opinion, the Perth City
Council, are leading the vanguard of the,-
race in the creation of inflationary land
prices.

I was reading an article published In
The West Australian on the 18th October.
It was a report of an address the Premier
gave to the Real Estate Institute. He
said-

Young people with a block of land
are a country's greatest asset. They
should not be burdened with heavy
land prices and forced to pay for a
block of land perhaps over a lifetime.

I agree with him. But surely then it is
the Job of the Government not only to
preach, but to practise. If the policy of
a restricted number of blocks being offered
for sale continues, I do not see how any
of us, particularly the members of the
Government, are in a position to criticise
speculators, real estate agents, or anyone
else, because we must put our own house
in order before we criticise someone else's.

This is an important matter, and I think
the Minister for Lands should discuss it
with his officers with the object of ensur-
ing that when auctions arc held, some-
where near the number demanded will
be available. After all, they arc condi-
tional purchase blocks-and with this I
agree-so the transactions are beyond
speculation. If the policy of one block
to one person is adhered to and the
block is sold on the condition that
the purchaser builds in two years, and
the required number of blocks is offered
for sale, the prices will not continue to
rise. Members should also bear in mind
the fact that the building costs in the
area to which I1 referred would be double
those In Perth.

Surely, if a man is prepared to take a
gamble on the area, and has sufficient
faith in it to erect his own home there, we
should not be thinking in terms of charg-
ing him high prices for land. If we cover
survey costs and the necessary outlay on
the block of land, it should be sufficient to
have someone who is a permanent resident.
I consider it is extremely unfair when,
as I mentioned earlier, a person has to
outlay $900 for a block of land in a place
such as Point Samnson.

As I have said, most of this is brought
about by small lots being offered for sale,
and there are long delays in selling with
the result that people anxiously await the
next auction. Of course, this creates a
kind of reckless buying which is brought
about by a state of frustration. People
think. tbat if they do not get in now, they
will have to wait two years for another
auction. The result is a kind of panic
feeling that they have to get a block of
land immediately or give the idea away.

The whole method of the sale of the
Lands Department blocks is conducive to
inflationary prices in land. As the Par-
liament of Western Australia it is our Job
-and particularly the Government's job-
to set the lead in keeping the price of
land down. This can be done it sufficient
thought is given to the matter. As I said
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before, this was proved in Port Hedland.
When the bigger lots of land were offered
for sale, the prices became very much
more realistic. There is no competition,
because all the land belongs to the Lands
Department; except, of course, those blocks
which are resold subsequent to auction by
the Lands Department. It is not as if
there are big private subdivisions in the
area where some form of pressure is
brought to bear, because some business-
man may be cut out of'bis living. Nothing
of that nature applies, and there is no
excuse whatsoever.

In addition to the Government, it is
my opinion that the Perth City Council
is a body which is very guilty in this
regard. If the Government and the Perth
City Council did the right thing, they
would go a long way towards bringing the
price of land down. The Perth City Council
keeps its auctions a reasonable distance
apart and it restricts the amount of
land which is available, In addition, ex-
cessive advertising creates panic buying.
People think that if they do not buy a
block at that time, the land will not be
subdivided for a number of years. in any
event, it was land which was given to the
Perth City Council in the first place. Also,
the land to which I refer in the north,
which is owned by the Lands Department,
is not land which was bought by that
department. it is the people's land, and
surely it can be sold to the people at a
reasonable price.

In addition, there is the problem of lack
of surveys in many areas. People have to
spend a large amount on the blocks before
they can build, and this Is a cause of the
excessive prices. We encountered the
problem at Port Hedland when iron ore
came throu.gh that town. However, there
was an excuse because things happened so
quickly at Port Hedland. But there
is no excuse where other towns are con-
cerned, because we should have learnt our
lesson from Port Hedland. Roebourne will
be in the same mess as far as land is
concerned unless something is done now.
Many people in Roebourne require blocks
of land.

If we can supply land and people are
prepared to build, surely this is of great
assistance to the Minister for Housing;
because for each home which is built by a
private individual that is one less person
who requires the Government to supply
him with accommodation, The Minister
for Housing knows full well the cost of
building in the north-west. If the indi-
vidual is prepared to build his own home,
this must be of advantage not only to the
State Housing Commission but to the
Treasury itself, and to the various loan
funds we have to dip into.

The solution lies in adequate surveys
and town planning. Roebourne is a town
which should now have a town plan. It
should be possible for someone who arrives

in Roebourne, who decides the area suits
him, and who can find work, simply to
go to the local shire and inspect a plan.
There should be adequate blocks available
at very low upset prices on conditional
purchase.

We never seem to reach the stage where
surveys are carried out adequately so that
there are sufficient blocks and a number
left over. Even in Places where blocks
have been handed in, one has to go through
the Lands Department and make applica-
tion all over again. Surely, arrangements
can be made with the local authorities to
satisfy people who want a block of land
at a price fixed by the Lands Department.
which should be extremely low on a con-
ditional purchase basis. The larger the
lots which are to be offered at any one
time, no doubt the lower is the price.

The Lands Department may say it is
losing revenue but, overall, it would be
gaining; because the Housing Commission
would have fewer houses to find. What is
more, it would be helping to establish a
person in an area where people are needed.
We should encourage people to come to
the area. As I have said, it is possible
that Roebourne will become a big town,
and I ask the Minister for Lands not to
allow it to get into the same mess as
Port Hedland. Port Hedland may have
moved too fast for us and we just could
not keep up with the rate of growth.

Now we have a warning of what takes
place in these towns. At any time, Cleve-
land Cliffs could make a decision to estab-
lish facilities at Cape Lamibert. If it does,
the samne conditions which applied at Port
Hedland will apply at Roebourne. Never-
theless there is no town plan for Roe-
bourne.

According to the information I received
from the local shire, an officer from the
Lands Department visited Itoebourne some
six months ago to discuss town planning
with the board. The board was very
happy with the prospect of possibly solv-
lag a problem before the boom arrived,
if there was to be a boom. However, that
is the last the board heard of the man
who came to have discussions on town
planning. Only recently I received a copy
of correspondence from the shire which
had written to the Lands Department to
remind it of the discussions. To my know-
ledge, the shire is still awaiting satisfac-
tion on the issue. If a local authority is
co-operative, surely It is the Government's
job to co-operate, too.

There are people now in Port Hedland
who are just receiving satisfaction in re-
spect of applications for industrial land
or residential land which were lodged some
four to six years ago. The same type of
frustration and the same lack of planning
will result at Roebourne and the other
towns unless we can make town plans
available. Each shire should have a town
plan. This would give satisfaction to the
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local People and to anyone who wished to
move into the town.

Whilst I have the attention of the Min-
ister for Housing, I would like to mention
that one of the problems in connection
with housing in the north lies up to a
point with the companies. Probably this
situation has arisen unwittingly. I under-
stand that the iron ore agreements stated
that the companies would supply housing
for all their employees. This has gone
slightly haywire, because the companies
are employing lots of people who already
occupy Housing Commission houses. Of
course, no-one would suggest that the
People should be evicted from the premises,
because as long as they pay their rent they
are entitled to remain in them.

This is where the company gains and
the Housing Commission loses, because it
is one less house that the company has
to erect. It is not only one less house that
the company has to erect but one less
house available in the district; that is,
one less in the normal supply of State
Housing Commission houses. I do not
blame companies for taking advantage of
this. Nevertheless, if they were to build
sufficient houses to accommodate all their
employees, it would relieve the Housing
Commission considerably.

In areas such as Mt. Tom Price and
Dampier this problem does not arise, be-
cause there is no other town. Either one
is 'with Hamersley at Mt. Tom Price, or
one is not in the town at all, because
there would be no other reason for an
individual to be there. However, when it
comes to a place such as Port Hedland the
situation is very different. It will apply
also to Roebourne if the Cape Lambert
project Roes ahead and, if it does not,
there will be other activity anyway. This
must apply to Roebourne, because there
are State Housing Commission houses
there and more will be built. Accordingly
we will be faced with the same situation.

I do not know whether or not it is pos-
sible for the Government to calculate in
terms of employees who work for comn-
panies which are obligated to build their
own homes. I do not know whether it
would be possible to do this in the same
way as, say, it Is possible to work out the
number of families at Pinucane Island or
at Mt. Goldsworthy who require accom-
modation. If some formula could be work-
ed out whereby the companies had to
build sufficient houses for their employees,
this may possibly solve the problem,

Companies are not always to blame for
the position. Sometimes in Perth they
employ labour which does not require ac-
commodation. Also, a man may come to
the company and say that he wants a job.
Provided he is suitable, the company will,
because of the housing situation, inquire
whether he is married. A potential em-
ployee who is married may say that he
does not intend to take his family to the

job. Accordingly, the man is employed on
a single basis and signs a contract to
that effect. He is supplied with single
accommodation, When he arrives in the
area he may well find that the job suits
him and that he likes the climate and the
area. The man may then decide to bring
his family up from Perth. When he
applies to the company for a house, it
points out that he was employed on a
single basis and is not entitled to a house.
This is another person who will be added
to the Housing Commission list. All this
simply aggravates the problem.

Mr. Court: But the companies are com-
mitted to build a number of houses. This
is worked out, as you suggest, on the basis
of their employees. Naturally, these are
not built the day the employees start in
the area, but they are in the construction
phase and after building is finished the
company has a great number of houses.

Mr. BICKERTON: I know that under
the agreements the companies are oblig-
ated to build a number of houses. But
how are we to overcome the problem of
empty company houses because employees
do not always like living in a company
house and some employees live in State
Housing Commission houses.

Mr. Court: They will not be empty for
long.

Mr. BICKERTON: It is a problem
which, none the less, we will have to face
up to because it is very real.

I do not want to let the opportunity
pass without referring once again to the
matter of electricily. In my book, the
State Electricity Commission is not doing
Its job. I brought this matter up during
the Address-in-Reply debate. The Min-
ister for Electricity was good enough to
write me a letter on the subject. I do
not receive many letters from Ministers
when I raise matters either during the
Address-in-Reply debate or the Estimates.
However, It is refreshing to receive one
occasionally acknowledging that the mat-
ter has been raised in the Chamber. I
appreciated his gesture very much and I
wish to acknowledge it even though he
is not in the Chamber this evening.

Mr. Bovell: By the same token, during
the Address-in-Reply debate you might say
something about what the Government
has done for the Pilbara electorate instead
of complaining all the time.

Mr. BICKERTON: If the Minister for
Lands had read my speeches on the
Address-in-Reply-which he has probably
not bothered to do-

Mr. Hovell: I am listening.
Mr. BICKERTON: -he would have

found many references to what the Gov-
ernent has done; and where I thought
the Government deserved praise I gave it.
and where I thought it deserved criticism
I offered it. However, in my book, I do
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not believe In offering destructive crit1-
clsm; I believe only in constructive
criticism.

Now that the Minister for Lands has
mentioned the matter, I must read some
of the speeches he made on the Address-
in-Reply when he was on this side of the
Chamber to see how much praise he handed
out.

Mr. Bovell: They will be worth listening
to.

Mr. BICKERTON: Probably they will
make interesting reading. The Minister
was pretty good at throwing Standing
Orders around when he was over here.

Mr. Bovell: No, they were thrown at
me.

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes, the Minister was
the target.

Mr. Bovell: Yes.
Mr. BICKERTON: The Minister will

find it better now, because we have
amended the Standing Orders, or almost
amended them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are they lighter?
Mr. BICKERTON: I return to the

letter from the Minister for Electricity.
This letter reads-

During the debate on the Address-
in-reply, you made reference to the
State Electricity Commission and said
that power should be provided to the
northern areas by the Commission.

You are no doubt aware that capital
funds are limited in Western Australia.
Because of 'this the Commission is
spending the available funds where it
can benefit the most people. It could
not run the remote electricity under-
takings any cheaper than the Local
Authorities and it is necessary to leave
these undertakings in the hands of the
Local Authorities so that their loan
raising capacity can be used for
financing the electricity undertakings.

However, the Commission helps all
of them with technical and financial
advice, and when the growth gets be-
yond the financial capacity of the
Local Authority, such as in Port Hed-
land, the State Electricity Commission,
if it is within its financial capacity.
takes over.

The Point I take issue with is the reference
to "when the growth gets beyond the
financial capacity of the local authority."
When there is that much growth we do
not necessarily need the S.E.C.

The object of the S.E.C. should be to
carry out its responsibilities as a State
Electricity Commission instead Of, as I
called it before, being only a metropolitan
and south-west electricity commission.
This authority should look after the entire
State, and the cost per unit should be
averaged throughout the State.

Mr. Nalder: We are extending north-
wards in the State. You referred to the

south-west. The commission is now up
to Geraldton.

Mr. BICKERTON: But Oeraldton, too,
is a nice big town. That is the point I
am raising against the S.E.C. The com-
mission is only interested in areas
where there is a huge concentration of
population. It is not interested in placing
an extra charge on the many to subsidise
the few.

Mr. Nalder: Hasn't it assisted the situa-
tion at Port Hedland?

SMr. BICKERTON: The Minister is only
confirming what I am saying. Now that
Port Hedland.is becoming a profitable pro-
position it is the commission's object to
become interested in Port Hedland. I
want to see the commission interested in
areas that are not profitable. Por people
in some areas to have to pay 15c and 20c
a unit for power is absolutely ridiculous,
and it is even more ridiculous in areas
where Power is essential for cooling and
cooking Purposes, and so on. As far as
a householder is concerned, it is probably
more essential in those places than it is
in the south-west.

I will. not be satisfied until I see the
S.E.C. carrying out its full responsibilities
and supplying electricity to Western Aus-
tralia as a whole instead of to places such
as Busselton, Cottesloe, Nedlands, the
Grcenough area, and the like. I think
it is only fair that the commission should
carry the losses of the smaller areas with
the object of allowing the people in those
districts to obtain electricity at a reason-
able cost.

Whilst the Minister for Education is in
his seat I would remind him that for years
we have been trying to obtain a hostel
for Fort Hedland, but we are always told
that the reason we cannot get a hostel
is the lack of numbers, On one
occasion we carried out some surveys
through the local shires to get our num-
bers up-and I believe we were able to
do that. Then, of course, we had the
boom in iron ore and this made the de-
partment concentrate on additions to the
high school at Fort Hedland rather than
on the hostel.

our fight for high school facilities in
Port Hedlland was not only to help the
children in Port Hedland, but it was also
for the children of the surrounding dis-
tricts. We wvanted better facilities so that
the people from the surrounding areas
could obtain high school education for their
children at a minimum cost. That was
the purpose of a hostel at Fort Hedland.
The high school at Port Hedland is ideal
for the children who live at Port Hedland
but it serves no useful purpose so far as
the people of Marble Bar, Roebourne,
Wittenoom, Mt. Ooldsworthy, and so on.
are concerned, because the children have
nowhere to board. So, once again I ask
the Minister for Education to consider the
people of Marble Bar, Wittenoorn, Mt.
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Goldsworthy, Mt. Tom Price, Roebourne.
and Point Samson, because they are hav-
ing difficulty in finding the necessary
finance to send their children south to
school. Surely Port Hedland is big
enough to warrant the building of a
hostel.

I will take up no further time except
to make one point while I have the oppor-
tunity and while the Premier is in the
Chamber.

Mr. Craig: He has been here all the time.
Mr. BICKERTON: I will deal with the

Minister for Police Privately. I know he
has a few matters concerning housing
which he has been looking into for some
weeks now for a member of the C.I.B.' I
take it he would allow the Minister for
Housing to interject just long enough to
tell me whether or not he has these mat-
ters fixed up. The Minister is nodding
his head up and down; I do not know
what that means.

Mr. Craig: That was for the Minister
for Housing to interject.

Mr. BICKERTON: These are police
matters. However, I suppose a nod of the
head is as good as the other, as they say.

The point I want to make with the
Premier-and which upset me a little-con-
cerns the opening at Kambalda. The
views I now express are purely my own,
and no-one has mentioned this matter to
me. I understand the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition were invited to
the opening at Kambalda, and also the
opening at Exmouth on the following day.
I recall asking the Leader of the Opposition
whether he was going to both these func-
tions and he informed me he could not
go to the opening at Kambalda because he
had no way of getting across from there
to Exinouth for the opening on the follow-
ing day. I think the member for Boulder-
Eyre represented him at the opening at
Kanibalda.

I read in the Press where the Premier
was going to the opening at Kambalda
and was then flying by chartered aircraft
to Exmnouth for the opening on the fol-
lowing day. The thing that struck me at
the time-and I know party politics play
a large and important role in our lives-
is that some arrangements could have been
made for a seat in that aircraft for the
Leader of the Opposition. After all, the
Leader of the Opposition is almost as im-
portant to the nation-and I am speaking
of the office and not the individual-as
is the Premier; and surely where a Private
plane was being chartered, it would have
been possible to make arrangements-or
to extend a courtesy-for the Leader of
the Opposition to travel in the same air-
craft so that he could attend both func-
tions.

I do not know how many important
people the Premier would have in the

plane with him. He would have his secre-
taries and various other people-and I
agree with that-but I would like to think
our State had not reached the stage where
we just overlook these little courtesies.
Normally in Western Australia these
courtesies still prevail, even though that is
not the position in many other places.
Party politics makes ours a hard job: but
if there was room in the plane surely an
invitation could have been issued to the
Leader of the Opposition to accompany
the Premier.

I might state that the Leader of the
opposition did not ask me to mention this
matter; he would not do that. However,
I did not like it myself when I read about
it, and I thought that when the oppor-
tunity presented itself I would mention
the matter with the object, perhaps, of
ensuring that when a plane is being
chartered, as was done in that case, and
the taxpayer is Paying for it-and I quite
agree that a plane should have been
chartered-the Leader of the opposition
should at least have a seat reserved
for him.' I assure the Premier that
I am not mentioning this for any
vicious reasons, but I thought at the
time that courtesy could have been ex-
tended to the Leader of the opposition.

MR. DURACK (Perth) [,8.27 p.m.]: I
would like to take the opportunity
afforded by the general debate on the
Estimates to refer to two matters which
I believe are of considerable importance,
not only because they have particular ap,-
plication to the electorate of Perth, but
also because they affect people generally
in the metropolitan area and throughout
the State. They are of great importance;
and, as the City of Perth is the capital of
this great and expanding State of ours,
I think they affect every one in the State.

Firstly, I would like to make some ob-
servations about a problem which has
been developing very rapidly in my elec-
torate-I refer to the problem of the
growing numbers of natives, or coloured
people, as I believe they prefer to be
called, in certain sections of East Perth
and West Perth. I became acquainted
with this matter some three years ago
when I was first campaigning in the areas
concerned. I observed a number of native
families in these areas, and I heard some-
thing about them from numbers of people.
In the past three years undoubtedly there
has been a great increase in the number of
such families migrating from the country
to the city and finding homes in the areas
of my electorate, in particular.

I was very interested indeed to hear
some of the remarks of the member for
Swan regarding a similar problem and he,
of course, has this problem, particularly
at Allawah Grove, although apparently,
from what he said, he has a number of
such families living in other parts of his
electorate who have become more assimi-
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lated into the community than the groups
at Allawah Grove.

What impressed me a. good deal was his
experience In talking to these people,
the attitudes they adopted, the thoughts
they expressed to him, and the conclusions
he had formed about the reasons why
they come to Perth, their general plans,
and their ambitions in life.

I was Particularly struck by the fact
that his experience corresponded very
much with my own in having met some
of these people and having spoken to
them. In particular I would like to say
how struck I was-as he was-when talk-
ing to some of these people to find they
had come to the city because they believed
that in the city they could better them-
selves; that they could get better jobs; and
they -hoped their children would get a
better education.

Strange as it may seem, from the sort
of publicity these people receive in the
Press, some of them also believe they are
getting better housing than they would
obtain in the country areas. It is in
relation to the housing question that I
would particularly like to comment this
evening. I suppose it may be said that the
member for Swan and myself are very
much amateurs in this sphere; however
the Minister for' Native Welfare-and I
would like to extend my congratulations to
him for his initiative in this matter-in the
beginning of this year commissioned a sur-
Vey to be made of the housing conditions
for natives In the metropolitan area.

The Minister's department acquired the
services, on a temporary basis, of an an-
thropologist, who made a very extensive
survey of such families in the metro-
politan area with a view to finding out
how many there were, where they lived,
why they bad comne to Perth, and so on.
The conclusions of that report-the main
portions of which I have had t-he oppor-
tunity to read-confirm very much the
more amateur observations which the mem-
ber for Swan and I1 have made, acting quite
independently in this matter.

The fact remains, however, that the
crux of this problem-and it is a grave
problem indeed-is the provision we are
making in the metropolitan area for
housing these coloured fellow citizens
when they elect to come to Perth. It is
impossible to say to them that they must
go back to the country. They have come
to Perth for reasons which are sound In
their own estimation and, as I have said,
would appear to be perfectly sound to an
independent observer.

Therefore these coloured people who
have come to Perth-and many of them
have jobs here, and their children are go-
ing to school in Perth-must be properly
provided for, particularly in regard to
housing. The survey-the main results
of which were published in The West Aus-

trallan newspaper of the 16th June last-
indicated there were probably about 150
native householders in the metropolitan
area. Most of these householders would,
of course, be either in the East Perth or
the West Perth areas, or in Allawah
Grove. There would be a few in other
parts of the metropolitan area.

These estimates are necessarily very
rough indeed, and I think it must be
acknowledged-and I think it ought to be
acknowledged-that the State Housing
Commission itself is housing a number of
native families and they, of course, are
not treated as such by the State Housing
Commission. They have been treated
without any regard to race, religion, or
any other factor, and, therefore, there is
no particular record kept of them. But
it is a fact, and it should be recorded.
that the Housing Commission has as-
sisted a number of these coloured people
in the past, and it proposes to continue
to do so:, just as it is doing its best to
house other sections of the community.

The number of native families that are
migrating, so to speak, to the metropolitan
area presents a special problem in itself
which requires to be urgently tackled. As
I have said, the Department of Native
Welfare has become aware of the prob-
lem and has, by having a survey conducted,
taken steps to meet it. I was very pleased
to note in the Loan Estimates when they
were before this Chamber that there was
a considerable increase in the allocation
of fuinds for native housing throughout
the State during the current financial
year. The vote has gone up from a very
small figure of about $40,000 to one of
$215,000.

This is the vote for the Department of
Native Welfare itself, and it is a recogni-
tion of the special problem which the
housing of natives presents. As I have
said, the Housing Commission in its vote
will no doubt be providing more housing
for native families both in the metropoli-
tan area and elsewhere; but this special
vote of the Department of Native Welfare
will provide additional houses to meet this
special problem.

I would like to impress upon the Govern-
ment the fact that this particular vote is,
of course, a relatively small one in com-
parison to the magnitude of the problem,
and I do hope there will be an increasing
recognition of It in future years by a very
considerable increase in the special vote.

I am, of course, aware that since the
referendum the Department of Native Wel-
fare here, in conjunction with the depart-
ments in other States, is preparing sub-
missions to be forwarded to the Common-
wealth, and it is hoped that a conference
will be shortly held with the Common-
wealth; but I sincerely trust the Common-
wealth will be urged to provide a special
allocation of funds to meet this very
urgent and growing problem.
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Mr. Brand: The State Government has
not had extra money. The margins pro-
vide very much more each year; and we
have shown a percentage increase in the
allocation of our funds.

Mr. DURACK: I appreciate that, and I
hope that, in conjunction with the other
State Governments, the Commonwealth
will be urged to provide assistance in re-
gard to this matter. I do recognise the
difficulty-and I have said how pleased
I am to note the very great increase that
has been made in the vote for the current
year.

Because of the rapidity with which this
problem has grown in the metropolitan
area, particularly in the last few years, I
do feel that some special, speedy action is
required-and will be required-in the near
future to cope with the problem.

I think it would be a very grave social
tragedy indeed if we allowed to develop
in the central area of the city itself any-
thing in the nature of a native ghetto; if
there were in a particular section of the
metropolitan area a section where native
families and coloured families were more
or less exclusively congregated. That
would be, of course, completely contrary
to the policy of assimilation which has
been accepted in recent times throughout
Australia as being the right and proper
long-term policy to be pursued in regard
to our native population.

The only other observation I would like
to make in regard to this matter-having
in mind the difficulty of the State Govern-
ment in finding funds to provide the neces-
sary number of new houses for natives,
not only in the metropolitan area but
throughout the State, and bearing in mind
the nature of the problem as it is growing
in the metropolitan area-is that I was
particularly interested to note in the re-
port of the anthropologist to which I re-
ferred that he made reference to the
fact that a number of these native families
are not particularly anxious to move out
of the areas in which they are living into
new housing areas; but what they urgently
and immediately want is some improve-
menit in the houses in which they are
living.

His suggestion was that some money be
made available for the improvement of the
bouses themselves. I have, myself, been
into some of these houses, and although
they would require fairly large sums of
money for renovations, nevertheless quite
small sums of money to provide a coat of
paint and a few minor repairs would
greatly help to improve the amenity which
these householders enjoy.

Accordingly, there could be a great
,psychological improvement for these
people-an improvement in their way of
life-at perhaps very little expense if
-some scheme could be worked out whereby
grants could be made to them for the
-purpose of making some really quite small
improvements to the homes they occupy.

J87)

Another Possibility is the fact that most
of these homes in the East Perth and the
West Perth areas are to be resumed for
purposes of road development in the area,
and I would suggest that some of these
places may be marked for early resump-
tion, and they could then come within the
control of the Government, or perhaps be
assigned to the Department of Native Wel-
fare, and that department could renovate
the houses to some extent and make them
available to a number of these families
who are anxious for improvement in their
housing conditions.

The other matter to which I would like
to speak-it might perhaps be really more
true to say, speak again-concerns the
redevelopment of the central area of the
city.

I spoke earlier this session during the
Address-in -Reply debate on the great op-
pjortunity which now presents itself for an
outstanding increase in the amenity of
the central city area when the railway is
lowered and the central station is moved
out to East Perth. At that point of time
Some 40 acres in the centre of the city will
be available for redevelopment. I would
again like to repeat my firm conviction
that this presents the city with a golden
opportunity for greatly improving the
whole character of the City of Perth.

In recent years we have been very con-
cerned wvith the general effect on the city
of reclamation and freeway development.
This is a matter which has caused the
greatest concern among a wide section of
the community and there is a feeling that
so far as the amenity of the city and its
beauty are concerned, we have been de-
tracting from them by these works. How-
ever, the opportunity that now arises with
the lowering of the railway line gives the
Government and the city a magnificent
chance to vastly improve the beauty of the
city and the amenity of the city.

I was particularly interested recently to
note in The West Australian newspaper an
article that recorded the views of a very
eminent citizen of our city and State-Mr.
Harold Boas. I was particularly interested
to note that he commented in the same
way about the opportunity which is pre-
sented by the plan. He said that the land
which will became available lends itself
to imaginative treatment for a magnificent
civic centre which would be the envy of
any Australian city, and the equal of simi-
lar projects in other parts of the world.
He has apparently sketched plans which
have been published in The West Atis-
tralian as to the manner in which this
area could be redeveloped in order to give
full effect to modern methods of town
planning; to ensure adequate open space;
and to site the buildings in a modern
planning manner.

Recently in The Critic-of which mem-
bers have heard something this session-
I noticed published the views of a town
planner and architect of the University as
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to how he thought this area could be plan-
ned. I do not wish to adopt either of these
views in themselves; I am not pushing any
particular plan or theory as to what should
be dlone; but I would like to emphasise and
support the basic ideas which are expressed
by these planners whom we have in our
own community and who are well quali-
fled to express views andO put forward
plans.

As I have said, the basic views are those
which I, as a layman, expressed in this
House only a few months ago; and they
have also been expressed by Mr. Boss in
the Press article I referred to; that is, 'we
must take the opportunity we have of
opening up the city and ensuring there Is
an adequate area of open space in the
central area of the city, and that the pro-
vision of public buildings will be dealt
with in such a way that open space is pre-
served and the buildings themselves are
set off by the beauty of the surroundings
In which they are sited.

The danger which I see-and which the
people I have mentioned see-is that
there may be a tendency to devote too
much of this land to commercial de-
velopment. What a tragedy it would be
if the greater portion of this area were lost
for public purposes by an over-concen-
tration. of commercial buildings. As I
said before, and say again. I sincerely hope
the Government. when considering the
proposals which are going to be submitted
in the near future for the redevelopment
of this area, will bear in mind the desira-
bility and, indeed, necessity of making the
very most of this wonderful opportunity
to create an imaginative and exciting new
centre for the City of Perth.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [8.53 p.m.]: I
almost regret the fact that it is so late
in this parliamentary session and ap-
proaching what one might call the Christ-
mas break because, instead of being able
to speak in conciliatory terms of those
politically opposed, I find that on account
of the callous neglect of the Government
in important fields of responsibility it
is. my bounden duty to be critical. I intend
to document what I say in making serious
charges against the Government.

Let me say, first of all, that the im-
portant matters to which I refer relate to
land and housing. There are reports, some
confidential and otherwise, that indicate
the rise in the price of land in Perth is
greater than in any other part of the Comn-
monwealth of Australia-that residential
lots in our metropolitan area are higher
than in any other capital city. with the
exception of Sydney and Melbourne.

There is the greatest concern amongst
the real estate people, apart from those
hapless souls who are looking for land
upon which to erect homes for themselves.
yet the Government does nothing about it

whatsoever. The most it has done is to
make a few pretty speeches and appoint
committees. This Government has been
in office for a period of almost nine years
and there is inflation to the nth dlegree
with regard to land for residential pur-
poses; and the Government, I repeat, is
completely clueless-it does not know
what to do or how to go about it.

I think the Premier was recently some-
what naive when he suggested this had
something to do with human nature. He
indicated he was not in favour of amend-
ing the law to deal with the situation. I
do not know how else the situation is
going to be fronted up to if there is not
some legislative action taken in addition
to administrative action.

There aire many aspects of this whole
question. It has been suggested by quite
a. number of members that much could
be done if the Government had the will to
do it; and for the life of me, I cannot
understand this Government. People in
high places have come to me and said,
"For goodness sake, cannot something be
done. If this is allowed to continue for
another 1.2 months, it will be the end of
the road. There cannot be any turning
back, because the situation will have
reached crisis proportions."

Tomorrow this Parliament concludes
its deliberations and there is no sug-
gestion of any intention by the Govern-
ment that it will deal with this situation;
and, of course, legislation is completely
out of the question. Surely what is going
on in this State is of transcendent im-
portance and should many months ago-
indeed several years ago-have received
the deepest consideration by the Govern-
ment, and action should have been taken
by it, instead of which departmental
officers are now going into the situation.

These reports whbich I have indicate-as
members are well aware-that land prices
have more than doubled in the last five
years, taking the metropolitan area as a
whole. In some areas prices have almost
doubled in 12 months and the problem has
reached fantastic proportions. Because of
that, it will be well-nigh impossible for
the new Government-if It be the wish
of the people that there be a Government
that recognises this as a problem and is
prepared to deal with it-to deal ade-
quately with the situation.

It vwes my intention to quote the very
many subjects contained in statements
that have been issued from time to time.
But, if members of the Government
have read .the, suggestionis and comments
made by the Real Estate Institute, by
Professor Webb, and others, in addition to
listening7 to some of the submissions of
the Metropolitan Region Planning Author-
ity, the answer will be pretty obvious.

However, it seems to me that the Gov-
ernment is afraid it might tread on the
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corns of certain influential people, or
certain groups of people which it feels are
valuable to it in certain areas where it
'will not require a great changeover of
votes in order to achieve a changeover 'in
Political representation.

Mr. Rushton: What is the answer?
Mr. GRAHAM: There are very many

matters to be attended to, as the member
for Dale suggested. If the honourable
member likes, and if time will allow, I
will give a run down of some of the steps
to be taken. I have already indicated that
People who are familiar with this problem
and who are associated with it have,
through the columns of the Press, pointed
the way in regard to a number of dif -
ferent steps that should be taken.

Mr. Rushton-. Many cont-adict, each
other.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, but it is the
job of the Government to listen to advice
and make a decision. I am complaining
that the bushflre is raging and the Gov-
ernment does not make a decision or take
any action in connection with it. I feel
the Government stands indicted. Coin-
cidentally, I think when I spoke towards
the end of the last parliamentary session,
I complained bitterly about what is being
endured by people throughout the metro-
politan area, with particular reference to
my own district where "big brother"--the
planning authorities-zoned the land as
deferred urban or rural, later to become
urban. Th-ose people who desire to do some-
thing with their land-it is worth tens of
thousands of dollars, and some of the
people are in dire financial straits-are
not permitted to clip off so much as a
quarter-acre from their five and 10-acre
lots in order to build a home for them-
selves and then sell the balance.

Those people have tried to do that in
order to build a homie for themselves on
one part of the block, and sell the balance.
I know because I have had to stump
around Osborne Park assuming the role
of a surveyor, and later the role of a
draftsman, and subsequently the role of
a legal representative in preparing plans
and cases for the people in my district.
One is an old lady in excess of 80 years.
I am sick of it because authority says,
"No." Somebody will cash in on this
eventually and it will be the large develop-
mental companies.

These people cannot afford to wait.
They require the money to build homes
or to follow a pursuit in accordance with
their desires. I have before rue a tre-
mendous case but before revealing the
details of it, which I think in itself should
be sufficient for the people to reject this
Government, I want to make a few re-
ferences to the Goverrnent's attempt on
the housing problem. The Government
says it is encouraging the private sector

and, without using so many words, it is
tapering off the activities of the Housing
commission.

I have indicated from the statistics
gained from the returns submitted to the
Government Statistician, that whilst there
is a fair level at the moment-indeed
quite a high level-of residential activity
in the private sector, the increase is in
the building of fiats and not in residen-
tials for the family man to live. in cir-
cumstances and conditions with which we
are familiar and which, at this time, a
great majority of people seek. I am not
retracting anything I have said pre-
viously with regard to high density hous-
ing, but with high density housing there
mus be proper facilities provided. That
has not been properly undertaken in West-
ern Australia, as it is undertaken in other
parts of the world. Perhaps this might be
a matter of interest to members who receive
the Ulster Commentary which comes from
Northern Ireland. That publication shows
that 500 houses are to be provided in a
scheme, and If members have looked at the
illustration they will see that the housing
wvill be in storied flats; and "house" is the
term applied to residences in other parts
of the world.

I have complained before, and I com-
plain now, at the attitude of the Minister
for Housing. I was rather surprised, first
of all, at the action which he took and,
secondly, at his endeavour to justify the
steps he had taken.

Earlier this session I asked for informa-
tion regarding the number of houses which
had been built by the State Housing Com-
mission this year. The Minister informed
me that there were certain numbers under
various headings which, when added to-
gether, made a total of 1,935 for the year.
There is no fancy on my part but if
members care to look at page 1S of the
Monthly Statistical Summary, Western
Australia, for the June quarter. 1967, pre-
pared by the Government Statistician's
office, they will see under the heading
"Building Operations: Western Australia"
that the number of houses and fiats com-
pleted for the Government-contract built
and day-labour built-totals 1,698.

The Minister told us the total was 1,935.
I pointed this out and I repeat now that
the Minister had the temerity to add to
his total the cottages built for the aged
people. If Richard Cleaver-if I might
use the name-builds another 50 cottages,
then the Minister for Housing will add
those to his total. If an ex-serviceman
buys a new house which, perhaps, Plunketts.
have built in Mt. Hawthorn, and uses war
service loan money, the Minister for Hous-
ing includes that as a house built by the
State Housing Commission. As the land
was purchased privately, as the money used
for the erection was found privately, as the
contract was let Privately, and as the
sale was made privately, it appears in the
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statistician's figure as a privately built
home.

Mr. O'Neil: I make this point: The
number of war service homes shown as
being built by the State Housing Commis-
sion are those where the commission com-
pleted the contract and then built the
house or supervised the buiflding of It.
A house built privately with a, war
service loan is not shown in the Housing
Commission figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: Houses supervised by
the State Housing Commission under the
heading of war service total 143. The
number of new homes financed was 159.
If the State Housing Commission is not
supervising them or inspecting them, what
part does it play? Obviously, they have
been privately built for the war service
men.

Mr. O'Neil: The figures shown in the
second group are not showni in the Housing
Commission figures. Two figures are
shown: one group is supervised and in-
spected by the State Housing Commission,
which undertook the contracts on behalf
of the clients; the second group is where
war service finance is used to buy houses
not built by the commission.

Mr. GRAHAM: The figures do not in-
dicate that. There is another heading
under war service homes, but this would
include the whole lot which one might term
second-hand houses. By that I mean
houses which have been lived in and which
the wvar service applicant desires to Pur-
chase which, of course, he is permitted
to do. But the Housing Commission played
no part in connection -with this. There-
fore, this is a blatant attempt on the
part of the Minister to bolster up his
figures. So far as charitable bodies are
concerned, in the last half -dozen Years they
have added 828 houses to the total. The
State Housing Commission had nothing
more to do with those houses than per-
haps draw the plans and then supervise
the work. Those houses were built by the
Church of England and the Salvation
Army, etc., for aged people. The money
was supplied by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment under the Aged Persons Homes
Act.

Mr. O'Neil: All of that is included
in the report.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister knows it
was a wilful attempt to deceive Parliament
because the figures are false in connection
with this matter. It is an attempt to
boost the total of homes built by the State
Housing Commission, because the opera-
tions of the commission are so miserable.

As a matter of fact, in recent times
whenx I have written to people who have
approached me in an attempt to secure
housing. I have found it necessary to com-
mence my reply with an apology explaining
that I am embarrassed in having to write
in such terms. Until the last 12 or 18
months, where some form of dire hard-

ships was experienced, there was possibly
a way to get these people admitted as emer-
gent eases. However, now the answer is
"No"; and that is the experience of every-
body.

Referring to the waiting period, what
has happened in connection with that?
The Position deteriorates from month to
month whereas, earlier, there was some
Progress in reducing the waiting period.
In the Perth-metropolitan area-we will
not mention Fremantle or Midland for the
purpose of this argument, although the
story is practically the same-when I asked
in September of last year what the waiting
period was for a purchase home, it was
24 months. Today, in November, 1967.
the waiting period is 34 months. For a
3-bedroomi rental house, in September last
year, the waiting period was 23 months
and it is now 39 months. For a 2-bedroom
home, the waiting period was 32 months
and now it is 45 months. That is almost
four years for a 2-bedroom house. The
waiting Period for pensioner cottages in
September last year was 14 months, and
now it is 23 months.

Mr. Rushton: Have you the figures for
Medina and Calista?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, nor for Wittenoom
nor Collie, because they are black spots
so far as this Government's record is con-
cerned. I am stating the position in the
Perth -metropolitan area. Indeed, the
time reached for a purchase home is an
application lodged in January, 1965. The
same date applied in March of this year:
In the last eight months, there has not
been an advance of one month.

Mr. O'Neil: A lot of houses have been
allocated though.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know about
that. Obviously, with such a paltry num-
ber of houses being built not a great
deal of progress is being made. I say
that with no equivocation. I have never
known the housing position to be as acute
as it is at the present moment. It is a
shocking disgrace that so many families
are suffering in the way that they are.

Now we come to the point that if the
Government is unable to do the job-and
I feel it is no longer able to do it-
one would imagine it would bend over
backwards to provide facilities and make
it possible for private enterprise to do the
job. However, what do we find? I have
here a file which will be recognised by
some Ministers because they have already
seen it, I have here all the details docu-
mented, figures, facts, plans, and the
experiences of a company which wants to
develop. I do not have to make any
secret; it is the General Agency Co. it
wants to build 1,000 homes in the metro-
politan area in a locality known as West-
field. It is prepared to build $12,000,000
worth of housing, and it wants nothing
whatever from the Government except
approval and gazettal notice.
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The area of 330 acres is beside the rail-
way line between Perth and Armadale, at
Kelmscott. It is situated a few hundred
yards from a railway station and is beside
Albany Highway, which is a bitumen road
with a bus service. Water mains pass at
the side of this area, and electricity mains
also pass. The company is prepared to
carry out the drainage which is necessary,
and it will install its own sewerage treat-
ment facilities. In other words1 these
people do not require the expenditure of
a single dollar by the Government. All
they want is a decision. All the roads
through the subdivision will be constructed
by the developers including a dual car-
riageway through the centre. Provision
is made for water reticulation to open
public space. There will be an orna-
mental lake, and playing fields; and parks
and gardens will be provided in excess of
the requirements of the town planning
authorities. Provision is made for school
sites and church sites and a shopping
centre. This company is prepared to
build a minimum of 250 houses a year.

Mr. Tonkin: They must be the wrong
people.

Mr. Brady: The wrong company.
Mr. GRAHAM: With the crisis in hous-

ing at the present moment one would
imagine that if a company came along
with a proposition like this-that it
wanted to build 1,000 houses and spend
$12,000,000 on the siting and the construc-
tion of these houses--the Government
would jump at the offer, particularly in
view of the fact that all the services are
already there, with the possible exception
of the necessity to extend the water mains
a few chains across the railway line.
Everything else is there; and yet, while
people are screaming for houses this com-
pany has reached the point of despera-
tion because of the attitude of this do-
nothing Government.

I learnt something of this several
months ago, but in rather a confidential
manner. Several week ago I learnt from
St. George's Terrace-if I might use the
expression-chapter and verse of what was
proposed, and also of the experience of this
company.

As a consequence I felt the matter was,
sufficiently public, and I made approaches
and so, I repeat, I received all the docu-
ments. The company in question has
spent thousands upon thousands of dollars
in preliminary work, in getting the re-
ports of its engineers, in designing the
area, and so on.

Mr. Rlushton: Has town planning ap-
proval been received?~

Mr. GRAHAM: That is the point; all
it requires is approval by the Government
and gazettal.

Mr. Rushton: I am talking about the
Town Planning Department.

Mr. GRAHAM; I will set the honourable
member's mind at rest in connection with
that by stating for his benefit, and for
the record, precisely what has transpired,
and what this concern has had to suffer,
At the same time I will indicate the
couldn't-care-less attitude of the Govern-
ment.

I have stated the virtues of this land:
that it is beside the Kelinscott townsite;
that it has rail and toad communications;
and that power and water and everything
else is provided. The company does not
want a dollar from the Government. I am
aware that, in addition to the Minister
for Town Planning, there are a number of
Ministers, including the Treasurer, who
are aware of this, and yet the company in
question has suffered nothing but frustra-
tion right from the outset; indeed it has
been allowed to believe that there was
every prospect of success; but, alter several
years of activity dating from June 1955--
with specific reference to the last twelve
months-it is In exactly the same position
as it was when it started.

Perhaps I should indicate some of the
steps that have been taken. In September,
1965, a letter was sent to the Arinadale-
Kelmscott Shire Council advising of plans
and proposals for the area, and requesting
its advice and comments on a possible re-
zoning application-that is to say, from
rural to urban.

In October a reply was received from
the Armadale-Kelmscott Shire Council ad-
vising that it would be pleased to support
an application for rezoning to residential.
I now skip several items. In early 1966
negotiations commenced for the purchase
of the 330 acres from Mr. and Mrs. L.
Giglia. There is mention of information
being sent to a certain Minister. This, I
understand, was a personal matter, and
I do not want to cause the Minister any
embarrassment whatever.

On the 6th October, 1966, this company
received a reply to its letter from Dr. Canr
of the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority advising that the rezoning ap-
plication would have to pass through the
normal process.

If the answer was to be "No," that was
the time to have said "No." But we find
that it had to go through a certain pro-
cess, so the company set about doing this.
Further information was obtained from
its engineers, and so on; and on the 10th
February, 1967, it replied to the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority's letter
of the 6th October, 1966. and enclosed a
plan of Westfield Park, requesting that the
application for rezoning be brought to the
attention of the Housing Advisory Com-
mittee which was to meet the following
week.

A formal application was lodged with
the local authority on the loth February,
1967. Sketch plans were submitted show-
ing roads, lot designs and areas, drainage,
and public recreation and public amenities.
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These were requested by the Armadale-
Kelmscott Shire Council. This was done
on the 10th March, 1967.

After discussion with the shire clerk arn
initial block land use plan was submitted
to the Armadale-zceln.scott Shire Council
on the 16th March, 1967. The planning
committee of the Armadale-Rehnseott
Shire Council recommended approval in
principal on the 12th April, 1967. It also
recommended this to the Group "C" Com-
mittee-which is an area committee-on
the 19th April, 1967. The Group "C" Com-
mittee referred the application to the
technical subcommittee of the Town
Planning Department on the 4th July, 1967.

Mr. Rushton: That is the technical
committee of that group.

Mr. GRAHAM: It may be of that group,
because that is an insertion of my own
and is not taken from the document before
me. If that be so I stand corrected. It
might be as well for me to confine my re-
marks to the document before me. There
was a meeting of the technical subcom-
mittee and a subsequent recommendation
was made to the Group 1"C" Committee on
the 24th August, 1967.

The meeting of the Group "C" Committee
and the subsequent recommendation of
the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority occurred on the 5th September, 1967.
The housing committee, which, 1 presume,
is a committee of the Town Planning De-
partment, recommended to the Metropoli-
tan Region Planning Authority that it
supported the recommendation of the
Group "'" Committee.

On the 1st November, 1967, the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority was to
meet to consider the housing committee's
recommendation and in turn it would make
a recommendation to the Minister for
Town Planning. The applicants were ad-
vised verbally that their letter dated the
24th October, 1967. set out the position. A
letter of the 18th October, 1067, from the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
to the developers-the General Agency
Company-stated-

Paragraph 4.-The rezoning of West-
field Park for urban development
would be the responsibility of the
Mletropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority and Parliament and not the
Town Planning Department.

That refers to Paragraph 4 which, per-
haps, I had better read-that is paragraph
4 of the company's letter to the Town
Planning Department. on the other hand
it may be better if I read the appropriate
portion of the letter from tbe developers
to the Town Planning Department which
states-

Westfield Park
I briefly outlined our Company's

problem in relation to Westfield Park,
which is the heavy financial commit-
ment which we have to undertake in
purchasing this property, allocating

funds for its development and in the
provision of end finance for housing.

Our Company therefore needed an
Indication from your Department that
our proposals were acceptable, and
that at some time within the next
twelve months it would receive formal
approval of its proposals and that the
Department would within this period
of time approve the rezoning of West-
field Park for urban development.

You gave me to understand that
our proposals would be Included in the
new Regional Scheme presently being
prepared by your Officers subject pos-
sibly to some minor modifications, and
that you anticipate that the new
Scheme would be completed by April,
1968, and be in a position to be ap-
proved by Parliament at its first sit-
ting next year. In view of your as-
surances, we could therefore look for-
ward confidently to being in a position
to commence development in nine to
12 months.

The decision on the 1st November was in
accordance with the letter of the 24th
October from the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority to the developers. I
now read their words-

The Authority has not yet- con-
sidered or agreed to the preparation
of an interim amendment to the
scheme.

So this company which wants to spend
$12,000,000 of its own money in order to
make a worth-while contribution to the
housing problem of the Perth metropolitan
area has been led alo~ng the garden path,
and up the garden path during the last
12' months, and it now finds itself in
exactly the same position as when it com-
mienced its approaches.

All of us are in favour of town planning
schemes, but we are in a period of crisis;
there are many thousands of fam ilies-
native born and migrants-who are in dire
distress at this moment: they are paying
extortionate rents in many cases. Families
are separated and broken because of the
necessity for several of them to live to-
gether. Young couples with two or three
children are in one-bedroom places be-
cause they cannot afford to move.

Here we have one prospect for the Gov-
ernment, and instead of giving immediate
approval It dithers around. Does it matter
very much if this does mean some minor
dislocation in the whole scheme of things,
and if it does not mean an Al perfect
planning scheme for the metropolitan
area? Surely to goodness we cannot
afford to sacrifice our People in order to
secure this state of perfection; surely we
could allow a dent to be made here or
there on humanitarian grounds if for no
other reason!

For a century or more we have been
without zoning,, so what difference would
it make if there was some deviation here
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or there; to what extent would the overall
scheme be affected by comparison with the
amount of good that could be done? This
is one of a number of developers.

You, Sir, or 1, have only to speak
with representatives of the Real Estate
Institute, or those concerns that purchase
broad acres and who desire to subdivide
for the purpose of establishing a housing
settlement, to find out what happens in
so many cases.

Yet this Government does nothing about
the position; nothing whatever. I believe
the debarring of State funds is in itself
aL wicked decision, because there are many
people in the lower Income bracket who
require State housing accommodation, and
who can be served only by an instrument-
ality such as the State Housing Commis-
Sion.

But there would be no need, perchance,
for there to be a tremendous State hous-
ing Programme if full and proper en-
couragement and opportunity were given
to private developers. But, of course. that
is not happening. Thbe Government ap-
pears to have tied itself to the wheels of
town planning, and it has become far too
rigid in connection with it. Because of
that the Government has been responsible
for the rising crisis which has developed;
it is responsible for the tremendous in-
flation in land prices which has occurred
in Perth to a greater degree than in any
other part of Australia.

In spite of all this we still have no
legislation introduced to meet the posi-
tion; no decision; and no action taken.
All wve do is await the reports of the com-
mittees, which are still sitting. Some
time next month the Government hopes
to receive a report, by which time it will
be far too late for anything to be done-
if it is not too late already.

So far as members on this side of the
House are concerned, they would be much
freer to devote their attention to other
duties and responsibilities if they could
be rid of the terrible burden of people
phoning, calling, writing, and, on behalf of
other people, making approaches because
of the dire circumstances of so many of
their kith and kin, In spite of all this
there is nothing we can do about it.

Never have I felt so hapless and help-
less and frustrated as I do in connection
with housing. I1 have, as no doubt have
other members, a few friends 'who are
estate agents and who endeavour to help
from time to time: but they cannot cope
with the situation. If one person gets
accommodation, all the others miss out.
That links up with the activities of this
Government in having arrangements with
certain of the letting agencies and estate
agents so that the first priority goes to
niew arrivals-to the migrants-in order
that after a given period, these migrants
can be emptied out of the migrant hostels
and placed in houses.

These luckless migrants had no app reci-
ation of the difficulty of the housing situ-
ation and they are entitled to some con-
sideration, but, to the extent the Governi-
ment is offering and giving them this pre-
ferential treatment, our own people suffer.
I do not want to make any differentiation
between the two, but it is a wicked and
serious state of affairs, about which the
Government refuses to do anything.

I would like to, but will not, read ex-
tracts from the brochure which has been
prepared containing the drawings and the
plans and a wealth of information with
regard to earthmoving and other associ-
ated works-drainage and the rest of it
-because all that would -achieve would
be to rub salt into the wound. Without
any shadow of doubt, the Government is
guilty; and there are not too manty com-
panfies that are prepared to allow their
private business concerns and activities to
he bruited abroad, to be used in Parlia-
ment, and made public.

However, one company has reached
desperation point and declared there Is
now nothing to be lost. This companly
has been buying land in broad acres at
rising prices and has endeaVOrrd to
limit the den~osits on houses to between
$1,000 and $2,000. depending on the form
and the nature of the accommodation be-
ing bought. Because of the policy of the
Government in respect of zoning, and the
limitation of block subdivisions aind the
fact that it has not the courage to
institute taxation measures in order to
meet this problem-something that has
been recommended by the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority. and something
which the Government s: t about inple-
menting last year in chickenhearted
fashion: but It encountered difficulties and
did not proceed-this company is experi-
encing difficulty.

The company intended to sell to people
in the modest income range-not the very
poor or the rich, but the medium to
modest income--but because of the infla-
tion in the price of land, these proposi-
tions are becoming too expensive, and
instead of a deposit of $1,000 it now
requires $2,000 or $3,000, amounts which
so many people have not got. So, in an-
other direction, the masterly inactivity of
the Government has accentuated this
situation.

Mr. Brand: Has this company the land
at the present time?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes.
Mr. Brand: Is that affected by the in-

flation of the price of land?
Mr. GRAHAM: Of course. It is hap-

pening throughout the metropolitan area;
but if the company had been given the
green light and action taken to present
the amended plans to Parliament within
21 days or six days, or whatever the period
is, the company could have got on with
the job. However, with the passage of
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time up goes the value of the land all the
time.

Mr. Brand:- If the company has the land,
does it have to sell it at the inflated
price?

Mr. GRAHAM: Not necessarily; but
after all, a business concern is in business
for business reasons, and surely land which
on the market is worth, say, $3,000, is
hardly likely to sell for less. The com-
pany would not put a value of $2,000 on
It.

Mr. Tonkin: Why shouldn't the com-
pany do what the Government is doing?

Mr, Brand: I am following up a state-
ment the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion has made. It was quite an admission,
and something to remember.

Mr. GRAHAM: If some years ago the
Premier happened to buy a block of land
for $2,000 that is now worth $8,000 or
$10,000. would he be likely to sell it for
$2,000 or a little above that?

Mr. Brand: No; but you were leading
us to believe the company still had to buy
the land. it has the land.

Mr. GRAHAM: It still has to buy land.
The fact of the matter is that the price
of land is increasing in value every moment
we speak; and whereas it would have re-
quired a deposit of a certain amount, be-
cause of all this delay, a far greater
deposit is required because the value of
the land has increased over that period.

All I can do is quote from this docu-
ment as follows:~-

On the 6th October, 1966, we con-
firmed with the Vendor's solicitors.
the purchase of their land and on the
7th October, 2966. acceptance of the
purchase was received. A contract
by way of an exchange of letters was
therefore established on the 7th Octo-
ber, 1966.

Perhaps I repeat myself here, but here
is a company ready to go; a company
that has access to tremendous sums of
money; a company which merely wants
to build houses to sell for as reasonable
a deposit as it possibly can to the thou-
sands of people who are seeking homnes.
The company requires not the acceptance
of money; not legislative action; no hard
work on the part of the Government;
merely approval for the rezoning of an
area. The Government is undoubtedly
guilty.

I feel keenly about this matter. I in-
tended to quote chapter and verse. In-
deed, in certain respects it becomes laugh-
able-if there is any humour in the situa-
tion-to see the way the Government is
shillyshiallying and dillydallying. It will
go on record, no doubt, that at the ex-
piration of its nine-year term it either
has not received, or is about to receive,
or is considering yet another report.

Mr. Rushton., Your leader recommends
that the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority recommendations be adopted;
and one is that this land be niot released.

Mr. GRAHAM: Do not let us get too
confused. This is a position where a
Government completely bows out of its
responsibility to govern. The town plan-
ning people are available for town plan-
ning purposes;, and I hope and trust the
Government-although I am inclined to
have some doubts about It--will protect
the weak from the strong; see there is
evenhanded justice to all; and have re-
gard to the hundred and one problems
associated with State Governments and
their activities. One of these is to see
the people are housed. The various people
make their recommendations, and it is
for the Government to make the decision.
I repeat in respect of this whole matter,
in connection with which the member for
Dale was apparently seeking to trick me.
there could be all sorts of ditmculties, par-
ticularly if there were a wholesale release
of areas where there were no services.
For a Government without the resources
to provide these services, this would be
foolish in the extreme.

Mr. Rushton: This is rural land which
the Planning People do not advocate re-
leasing.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course.
Mr. Rushton: Your leader says adopt

the recommendations.
Mr. GRAHAM: These people may have

made many recommendations. In this case
I repeat, it is land adjoining the Kelmscott
townsite. It has a raiway line and station
beside it; it has a road and bus service
beside it; it has power lines beside it; and
it has water mains beside it. It has every-
thing except the approval from the Gov-
ernment; and that is what I am complain-
ing about. I do not know whether M.R.P.
or X.Y.Z. is in the road; but the Govern-
mnent has procrastinated and allowed the
situation to continue. It is hardly my
duty and responsibility to suggest, as well
I could, a number of basic arid important
steps to be taken in order to deal with this
situation.

I hope and trust there will be a change
of Government and that the new Govern-
menit will give effect to these steps, because
a Labor Government could not sit idly by
and watch a continuation of the present
state of affairs. What does it matter to
the average person with one life to live
whether there'are giant iron ore works
and mining activities in the north, how-
ever important they may be to the State?
There is no future for a man and his family
if he cannot find anywhere for them to
live, with the result that the children get
into trouble, the family is broken up, or
something of that nature happens. There
are so many landlords who will not accept
a family with children, and one cannot
blame them, because there is a selfish
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streak in all of us; but this situation is
brought about because of insufficient
housing, and because of the outrageous
prices being asked for land. It is a situa-
tion this Government has allowed to de-
velop.

I cannot see anything wrong with a great
deal of land, including many hundreds of
acrcs in my own electorate-some at the
present is zoned as rural but will shortly
be urban or deferred urban, and some
deferred urban will shortly be urban-be-
ing released immediately on condition that
dwellings will be erected thereon within
a specified time. There are all sorts of
conditions such as 2 feet of sandfilling,
drainage, construction of roads, and return
water mains imposed by the town planning
authorities at the present moment.

Even if it involves amending our laws,
surely it should be possible to provide
something along the lines I have indicated.
On previous occasions I have outlined the
necessity-which has been advocated by
the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority and Personally by Dr. Carr-that on
the land tax there should be a surtax in
regard to land subdivided or subdividable
and which is lying idle.

Mr. Rushton: That will lift the price of
land.

Mr. GRAHAM: Not if the tax is pro-
perly applied, and it becomes unprofitable
for a person to hang on to the land. In
that case he would be compelled to sell
it or develop it. At the present moment
the greatest reward does not come from
work or initiative, from share-buying, or
as a result of conducting a business: it
comes from being able to own a piece of
land and then sit down and wait. It is
a terrible thing that the greatest induce-
ment comes from doing exactly nothing.
This is possible because of the situation I
have outlined.

Mr. Lewis: How would your proposal
affect a young couple with a block?

Mr. GRAHAM: If I had to outline the
Bill which I have not introduced, this sur-
tax would be imposed and if a dwelling was
built within the specified period-say, five
or seven years. or something of that nature
-then the surtax would be refunded.

That then would become a nest egg or
a deposit, and would be available for the
erection of a house. It would not be lost.
Bhat those People who are buying purely
for speculative purposes would receive no
benefit because they would be paying, per-
haps, 10 times the present rate. In other
words, the tax would amount to more than
the unearned increment. There is nothing
new or novel about this idea and I repeat:
The town planning authorities feel this is
necessary but again the Government re-
fuses to act.

The CHAIR-MAN: Order! The honour-
able member has another five minutes.

Mr. GRAHAM: So, Mr. Chairman , the
documents are here. This Is no fairy

tale of mine indicating that the Govern-
ment is remiss and that it apparently is
not sufficiently apprised of the seriousness
of the situation. If it is, which surely
it should be, then for reasons best known
to itself it is afraid to shape up to the
problem. The Government can trot out
something in rebuttal of what I have said,
but the argument is not with the Deputy
Leader of the opposition; the argument
is with this company and many more like
it-and those luckless souls in my elec-
torate, and thousands of others-who
desire to subdivide their blocks but can-
not do so. Sometimes thry have five acres
and want to divide off one or two acres
on which to build a house, and raise a
mortgage on the rest. This occurs in
George Street in Osborne Park, 'within
200 yards of the shire council's chambers.
There is a made road, a bus service, a
water supply, electricity, and everything
else, yet those people cannot do anything
because permission is not forthcoming.

It behoves me, therefore, to do these
things which I outlined earlier. I make
a final appeal to the Minister. There are
plenty of five and 10-acre blocks which
need to be subdivided into quarter-acre
blocks, and some direct and serious action
is required. The Government Is playing
about and passing the problems over to
committees, but the Government must face
up to the problem because of the dire
necessity of our people.

I hope that by revealing the details
of the scheme I have mentioned it will not
have a detrimental effect on the com-
pany's activities. It is quite easy for
constituted authority to interfere, because
the papers have been made available to
me. I hope the company will be able to
take action, and I hope the Government
will be stirred into some action so as to
make the position far easier.

MR. GAYFER, (Avon) [9.4a p.mAi: I
have studied the Annual Estimates and
read the introdluctory remarks made by
the Treasurer when he introduced them
to this House. I agree that the wave of
prosperity which seemrs to be covering the
State at the present time is particularly
good, and I hope it continues for the
Treasurer's sake. Some of his budgeting
is dependent on the taxation, and I hope
the wave of prosperity continues with
ever-increasing momentum.

I would like to draw the Treasurer's
attention to the- position of the agricul-
tural farmers of the State. I think one
must watch carefully the progress which
they have made over the last 12 months,
and the Progress they Will make in the
years which are approaching. The wheat
Prospects at the present time-because of
the drought in eastern Australia-look
fairly good. However, in four or five
Papers last week it was foreshadowed that
in two years' time there would be a wheat
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surplus in countries throughout the world.
and Particularly in Australia.

That is Point No. 1. Wool prices are
now at the lowest ebb they have been for
many Years. Personally. T Produced 33 per
cent, more wool this year than I did last
year but I received $500 less in my cheque
than I did for last year's wool. These
factors are very real. Beef prices at Mid-
land dropped by as much as $20 a head
last week. Beef was worth 25c per pound
for top quality. Out of that the farmer
has to pay the cost of cartage and selling.
However, the Price of meat did not come
down in the shops. Nevertheless, farmers
are on the receiving end and we had to
take this knock.

Sheep have dropped in price, and the
Price of lambs at Midland has also
dropped. I know this is a black picture
but it is real, and we cannot afford to
close our eyes to it. There are 25,000
farmers in this State and they must be
watched to make sure they are not re-
duced to the stage where they are finan-
cially embarrassed. It will not be hard to
reach that stage, because a lot of farmers
are opening up new blocks. Unless they
can have fairly secure prices in the future,
and a fair indication that they will be
able to meet their commitments, then I
am afraid there will be turmoil in the
agricultural areas.

The English Pound was recently devalued
and this has had a disastrous effect. It
has already been intimated by the Com-
monwealth Government that certain of the
agricultural industries will be affected,
particularly dairying.

I noticed, today, that a deputation from
the A.C.M.A. waited on the Prime Minis-
ter. I think these people, representing the
manufacturing associations of Australia,
were worried about the tariffs, and one or
two other major items, from which they
get their livelihood, and they asked for
protection against the devaluation of the
pound.

I think this State Government should
take up the Plea on behalf of the farmers
to make sure this matter is placed before
the Prime Minister immediately. We
should stress the dire straits we are about
to face with the general falling of wool
prices throughout this country. In par-
ticular, the devaluation of the pound will
mean a loss of $30,000,000 to the Austra-
lian wheatgrowers.

Dealing generally with the Estimates. I
would like to Point out a matter which
cropped up recently at Midland. The
Police Department handles the Brands Act
at present. Seven men were summonsed,
at Midland. for having sheep in the sale-
yard illegibly branded. Five of those men
did not defend their cases and they were
fined $20 each with 90c costs. One de-
fended his case unsuccessfully, and he was
fined $10 with 90c costs.

The one farmer who successfuly de-
fended his case did not have to pay costs,

but he had to make three trips to Perth
to get his defence together. He had to
pay $42 to his solicitor, and it cost him
$50 for running around. That man did
not receive a raxoo towards his costs from
the Police Department. In other words,
an innocent man is being made into a
criminal because it cost him in excess of
$150 to prove he was innocent. If he had
Pleaded guilty it would have cost him $10
and Soc costs. This, to me, seems highly
irregular.

I noticed recently in the paper that the
Jackson report on education said that the
University should set up a school of vete-
rinary science as soon as possible. This has
been generally agreed. I do not intend to
go into the pros and cons of the necessity
of setting up such a school, because we
are all aware of them. However, why is it
necessary for some $2,000,000 to be re-
quired to build a separate college for that
particular subject? In the medical school
we have the facilities to handle micro-
biology, physiology, pharmacology, and
bio-chemistry; and at the agricultural
faculty we have all the facilities that are
required for the teaching of animal
reproduction and husbandry.

It is argued by those who know that all
that is needed at the present time to set
up a school of veterinary science to work
in with those other faculties whose pro-
grammes can be rearranged is one pro-
fessor and six lecturers. This is exactly
the way the veterinary schools started in
Brisbane and Sydney; and for the love
of me I cannot see why wve could not start
in a similar way in Western Australia.
In other words, a rearrangement, and
co-operation between the faculties I have
mentioned, could make the facilities avail-
able in order to get this school started.

In my electorate I am having trouble
with the school at Corrigin. It is not so
much the school, but the fact that pupils
are being taught in the Anglican hall
which was condemned some years ago. I
do not think we have reached the stage
where we should be putting our children
into buildings which we are expected to
provide. I say "we" because we are using
the parents and citizens' building which
was originally erected as a library. We
are using that building as well as the
Anglican hall.

Last April the parents and citizens of
Corrigin asked the Education Depart-
ment if it would pay some rent for the
building so that the money could go
towards repairs. There has been no reply
to that letter yet.

The people at Corrigin are supplying the
building free of charge to the Education
Department-a building which was con-
structed by the parents and citizens. in
other words, two classes at Corrigin are
being educated in substandard conditions.
This is all very well. We are prepared to
be patient because there are other people
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without any classrooms at all. However,
I do not like adverse publicity and as far
as I am concerned when these matters are
brought vividly to my notice, as the mem-
ber for the district, I must protest, and
protest most genuinely on the subject. I
often wonder why Corrigin seems to have

-been bypassed on this matter. We all
know that at Corrigin the high school is
situated on a small area of land. The
Minister has seen this, and we realise that
at any time the school will have to be
moved to another site.

Is it a case of the moving of the school
being just around the corner? At the
present time money is not available, so are
we to make do until the money is avail-
able? is that the reason for the extra
classrooms not betng built?

Mr. Brand: As a member of Co-operative
Bulk Handling, have you ever had to make
do until enough money was available to
carry out some permanent plan?

Mr. GAYPER: That is quite correct, but
those arrangements usually do not go on
indefinitely. Usually plans are available to
show that something will be accomplished
to give relief to a particular hardship.

Mr. Lewis: Have you not had a deal
of money spent on the Corrigin High
School?

Mr. GAYFER: We waited for many
years before wve got a little bit of bitu-
mninising done.

MAtr. Lewis: Why don't you answer the
question? Have you not had a deal of
money spent on the Corrigin High School?

Mr. GAYFER: Sonic work was carried
out to cater for 231 pupils, but now there
are 385 pupils attending that high school
and additional money should be spent on
it. Those are the facts. If we took a
long-range view it would not be a bad
idea if Corrigin were made the centre for
a completely new high school for the
education of the children in that area.
it is 70 miles from Narrogin; 70 miles
from Merredin; 70 miles from Northern,
and 70 miles from Hyden, so obviously it
seems the most suitable centre at 'which
another high school could be built. Money
has been collected from residents of the
area for expenditure on a school hostel at
some future date and that money is lying
idle. It seems to mae that some planning
sh-ould take place on this subject with a
view to building a completely new high
school at a centre which Is readily acces-
sible.

I now wish to comment on the
shocking condition of that Part of Great
Eastern Highway extending from the top
of Greenmount to The Lakes turnoff. The
Premier realises that what I am saying is
true, and I wish to draw the attention of
the Main Roads Department to the bad
condition of this road. At the moment it
is impossible for vehicles to pass on this
road without creating a traffic hazard.

Large numbers of road hauliers from the
Eastern States, and operators of double-
decker sheep and cattle trucks, frequently
use that road and they create a serious
traffic hazard which will have to be recog-
nized very shortly with a view to taking
some positive action to upgrade or inm-
prove the road.

if it were possible to implement the
ideas of the Avon Valley Central
Council, passing bays on the hills
would be provided which would alleviate
the problem and the danger on this stretch
of road. This matter was raised by the
various shire councils in tlhe Avon Valley
district at the Avon Valley Central Council
meeting. They wrote to the Premier some
two years ago, and the Premier agreed
with them that something should be done
to expedite this matter, but to date nothing
has been done.

To my mind this is a matter that should
be investigated as soon as possible with a
view to drawing up plans which would
show that the Government is Interested
in effecting improvements in that atrea.

I am also keenly interested in the pos-
sibility of obtaining water from the
northern part of our State. I notice that
over the years a great deal Of planning
and investigation has been carried out into
the possibility of storing water at Fitzroy
Crossing and similar places. I do not
know whether any advance planning has
taken Place so that the huge quantities of
water said to be available in those parts
could be piped to the southern regions of
the State. Such a task would be no more
impossible than the task which confronted
C. Y. O'Connor when he embarked on the
goldfields water supply scheme for
the purpose of piping Water over a distance
of 305 miles to K~algoorlie in 1901.

Mr. Biekerton: it is downhill on the
map.

Mr. GAYFER: As the member for Ff1-
barn said, it is downhill on the map. In
my opinion it certainly would not be an
imp ossible exercise to pipe water from the
northern parts of our State to the southern
regions. I am afraid that within a few
short years we will be really embarrassed
because of lack of water in country areas.
I have noticed that the Premnier intends
to make more money available for the
building of dams in the eastern part of the
wheatbelt and I am pleased to learn that
these dams will be built. However, in the
central, eastern, and northern parts of the
wheatbeit, farmers are extremely short of
water. Because of the increase in numbers
of stock that are being put out on the
paddocks it is impossible to harness suffi-
cient water to keep the stock alive.

In mIy own district farmers could carry
more stock on their properties if more
water was made available. I am sure
that applies to everyone engaged in farm-
ing.
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Mr. Brand: Do You think this would
make water more valuable?

Mr. QAYFER: I think it would. it
must be realised that water, as an
amenity, is reasonably priced at the
moment. I think that more long-range
planning will have to be done with a view
to discovering other sources of water. The
other day I read that the Murray River
is being contaminated by salt water com-
ing from areas around Pingelly. When
I was in Israel the people of that country
overcame a similar problem by diverting
the course of the salt water so that the
fresh water was left uncontaminated and
fit for human consumption. Hut no
doubt, the feasibility of such a plan has
already been investigated in this State.

In speaking to an officer of the Public
Works Department I found that investi-
gations have never been carried out to
ascertain If it is possible to bring water
to the wheatbelt areas from, say, the
northern, or other parts of the State.
There is no doubt that we have to look
to the future and conduct investigations
to find other sources of water. I suppose
it is fairly reasonable to assume that we
are waiting to see whether experiments
being conducted with nuclear desalination
plants will be successful. However, I have
been told that in Israel, until some time
in the 1980s, it will not be known whether
the desalination plants being built at pres-
ent will work satisfactorily.

I now return to my starting point to
say that if the production of wheat be-
comes embarrassing to the farmers of this
State-in saying that I am not trying to
be pessimistic-I am of the opinion that
now is the time to take steps to produce
another commodity so that our farmers
can remain on the land.

Mr. Lewis: You cannot go on to wool-
grow ing.

Mr. QAYFER: I agree with the Minis-
ter that we cannot go on to woolgrowing,
but perhaps stock, generally, could be bred
on the various farming properties, or other
crops could be grown. To ensure the
security of farmers in the future we must
have available supplies of water which can
be drawn upon by every one of the farmers
engaged in the wheatbelt areas.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) 110.13 p.m.]:
I was interested in the maiden speech of
the member for Roe, because he dealt with
a subject in regard to which I moved a
motion in this House two years ago. I
had hoped that as a result of that motion,
together with an amendment to the Land
Act, our troubles in regard to conditional
purchase land would be overcome. Some
of his words are as follows:-

As long as there is suitable land
available, I believe we should make
it open for selection to these young
men, particularly young Western Aus-

tralians, who are so keen to go on the
land.

Further on in his speech he points out the
problems of many settlers on conditional
purchase land because they are suffering
from a lack of amenities, such as schools,
roads, transport, communications, and so
on.

I was under the impression that I must
have been specially selected by some people
to receive complaints regarding condi-
tional purchase land and the amenities
that were lacking in the areas in which
these properties are situated, but when
the member for Roe spoke on the subject
during this session I felt that the letters
I bad received were not out of place and
the people concerned were expressing
their views on a problem which did exist.

I wish to cite as an example one par-
ticular area of conditional purchase land
-although no doubt there are many
others--which is not far from the dis-
trict represented by the member for Roe.
This area comprises 137 square miles and
is subdivided into 55 locations, During
1960 and 1962, 52 of the locations were
allocated to settlers on conditional pur-
chase. At present there are only five
families settled in this area, and I under-
stand this is the maximum number that
has ever been in the area at any time.

If intending settlers had taken the op-
ortunity to enter into a conditional pmr-
chase agreement f or a block of land in
this area as they should have done, and
had developed it in a proper manner,
those who are at present settled in the
area would not be suffering the hardships
they are today.

The facts are that although the area
is surrounded, I understand, on three sides
by State forests, there are only five men
available to conduct fire-fighting opera-
tions in that large area. Further, many
of the blocks are undeveloped. Over a
period of seven years one block has had
only 100 acres of windrowing carried out.
The children also are under a great handi-
cap, because they cannot obtain the edu-
cation to which they are entitled. Further,
the five families settled there are having
great trouble with vermin, such as roos
and emus, which are destroying the crops
from which a ready return is expected.
The position is that the women and child-
ren in the area are devoid of any com-
munication, because there are no roads
or telephone services, Generally, their
lot is very hard.

There is no reason whatsoever why the
land should not be occupied in the two
years allowed under the Act and developed
as it should be. When I moved my motion
two years ago, or whilst speaking to the
Bill to amend the Land Act, I suggested
that the Lands Department should have
at least doubled the number of inspectors;
and even then there would only be suffl-
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cient to carry out the work that is re-
quired. In 1965 there were 10 inspectors
who had to keep under supervision 11,096
leases which cover 14,214,000 acres. There
are still only 10 inspectors engaged on
this work, plus one temporary inspector;
and if 1,000,000 acres of land are being
released each year their work must be in-
creasing all the time.

I understand from the reports of the
Lands Department that these inspectors
carry out 5,000 inspections each year. This
works out to an average of two inspections
a day, for each working day, which is
quite reasonable. If an inspector can
travel to a location and make a thorough
inspection of it and make an inspection
of another lease before he returns home
to write his reports, he is doing very
well. I am of the opinion that the num-
ber of inspectors should be doubled, but
I am sure the Minister will reply that he
does not have sufficient money to do that.

At the prices ruling today, our ]and is
practically being given away. If a levy
of 10c per acre of each allocation was
made and the money collected was set
aside purely to meet the salaries of the
inspectors, there would be every possibility
of the inspections being carried out as
they should be. When we find cases like
this cropping up all the time there must
be something radically wrong. I under-
stand that on the land around Dandaragan
the fire hazard has become intolerable, due
to the fact that large areas are owned by
absentee owners. They do not take suffi-
cient precautions in locking after their
properties.

The next subject I wish to deal with
is that of housing for teachers. In the
newspapers in recent times we have seen
a number of articles relating to the loss
of teachers to Canada and other coun-
tries. A long feature article appeared on
this subject in The West Australian of
the 17th November. Further, on the 3rd
November there appeared an advertise-
ment in The West Australian by the De-
partment of Education of Alberta,
Canada, calling for applications from
teachers. I shall refer to this later. on.

I want to bring before the notice of the
Minister the very unsatisfactory position
of housing for teachers at Carnarvon and
Exmouth. The position in tbe middle of
this year at Carnarvon was this: one male
teacher was sleeping in a Panel van; one
young female teacher was living in a room
on an island and she had to drive four
miles into town to get her meals; another
young female teacher was living in a
room attached to the C.W.A. rest rooms,
and she had to share the toilet and other
facilities with an old couple; another
teacher had not obtained accommodation
and did not know where to find it; four
teachers were living in a caravan, and
they had to share the washing and toilet
facilities with the occupants of the house

across the road. I understand they had
to pay quite a high rental for the caravan.

Mr. Jamieson: They did -not receive as
good treatment as the teachers at Paynes
Find.

Mr. NORTON: Not by a long way. I
might add that four teachers resigned
from the department in the middle of this
year, because they were unable to obtain
any accommodation, and one was a
married teacher.

At the moment the position at Exinouth
is desperate. I have received a letter from
the parents and citizens' association there
asking me to do what I can for next year,
as Exmrouth expects quite a large increase
in the number of teachers because the
school has been upgraded to a junior high
school, and the increased settlement of the
district will result in more children attend-
ing the school

At Exmnouth at the present time four
single female teachers are occupying a
house which is let to them by the shire
council. I understand it belongs to the
Housing Commission, and those teachers
are subiect to a moment's notice to quit.
The rental is $10 each per week, that
means a total rental of $40 a week. I ad-
mit this is a, furnished house and the
teachers have their bed linen and the like
laundered free of cost.

There is no possibility of teachers at
Exmouth being provided with private
accommodation. A Commonwealth hostel
is in the course of construction, but
people seeking accommodation at the hos-
tel are placed on a priority list. Com-
monwealth departmental officers are given
the first priority, and so it goes down the
ladder to the State school teachers who
are given No. 5 priority. Even that is not
so bad. However, the tariff will be $54 per
week, and one wonders how the teachers
will be able to live, particularly those
who have just left training college and
have nothing behind them. Such
teachers are on the base salary, and it is
impossible for them to afford $54 per week
at the hostel, At Exmouth there is no
hope of obtaining any other accommoda-
tion, unless one is prepared to take a
caravan into the town.

One wonders why the State is losing
many of its teachers to countries like
Canada. When things like that happen
it is no wonder they resign to take up posi-
tions in other countries. Let me refer to
the advertisement which appeared in The
Western Australian of the 3rd November.
It is as follows:

Applications are invited from
teachers interested in migrating to
Canada. Elementary, Junior High
and High School teachers prepared to
teach general subjects or a specialty
are needed. Placements will be
made to both rural schools and small
town organisations. Opportunities
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for advancement depend only on suc-
cessful experience.

Salaries range from $3,800 to
$111000 plus isolation and administra-
tion allowances. where applicable.
Placement on the salary schedule is
governed by years of experience and
equivalent years of teacher education
as evaluated in Alberta. Good low
rental housing is available.

Teachers seriously interested will
receive a brochure describing living
teaching conditions, nature of the
country, and details of certification,
evaluation of training and immigra-
tion procedure upon receipt of a letter
of application addressed to:

Mr. Roy R. Wallman,
Secretary-Treasurer,
Country of Forty Mile No. 8
FOREMOST, Alberta,
Canada.

Is it any wonder that two teachers
stationed at Carnarvon left for Canada
this year? Two other teachers have also
left Carnarvon, and are now teaching at
a, private school in the metropolitan area.
When we analyse cases such as these
we find that teachers are leaving the de-
partment because of the lack of housing
accommodation. The teachers are given
no choice as to where they will be sent. If
they refuse appointments to particular
centres the only alternative is for them to
resign. We are losing the valuable time
and money which have been spent in
training teachers, and we are not getting
any benefit from them. It is time they
were provided with decent accommodation.

In the case of employees of the Medical
Department, accommodation is readily
provided. In most cases doctors are sup-
plied with the best of accommodation; if
not, the department would find itself
seriously short of staff.

Whilst on the subject of education I
want to say a few words of praise to the
department for the improvements Made
in the methods of teaching. There is no
doubt that the new methods are a great
improvement on the old ones, particularly
in respect of subjects like mathematics,
which have been made far easier to under-
stand. I feel the department is rushing
ahead at little too quickly in this respect.
it is trying to move ahead without, as it
were, tooling up for the job.

This year. I had complaints from the
Carnarvon Primary School that mathe-
mratic books wvere not available for the 5th.
6th, and 7th grades. I understand from
the Minister that this is not the respon-
sibility of the Education Department, but
that it is the responsibility of the head-
master to select the curriculum he is going
to set for the school, and then he chooses
the text books, Why give a headmaster

a curriculum if the textbooks are not avail-
able? That is what is happening. I feel
that if another year had elapsed before
the advance courses in mathematics were
introduced, more would have been gained
than by trying to teach children without
the Proper textbooks.

Probably the most serious thing to hap-
pen this year-and again it is in connec-
tion with mathematics-was the shortage
of correspondence lessons to certain grades.
Members will have noticed that I asked
a question of the Minister for Education
on the 1st November regarding the number
of children who are enrolled in the coun-
try for correspondence courses for grades
one to five. I asked a number of questions
regarding the printing of the various
courses which the children receive. Ap-
parently during the year 20 sets of work
are sent out; and if this work is not sent
regularly to the children in the outback,
mail services are missed and the children
get behind.

It was brought to my notice that when
set 19 should have been available, set 12
had only been issued. This meant that
it would have taken the child until the
21st February of next year to complete
the Year's curriculum. Admittedly this
child was only in the second grade,
but it has put him very much behind.
Next year he will have to catch up on that
work. The excuse was that the person who
compiles this work was suddenly taken ill.
In other words, this person took ill sud-
denly in the middle of the year and could
not Provide the Government Printer with
the necessary pro formas for printing.

I would have thought the whole curri-
culum would be printed the year before
so as to be available, but apparently
it is printed week by week in the hope
that it will be sent out in time. That
is not good enough; the people in the out-
back should not be treated in this manner.
I hope! and trust these books will be
Printed ahead so there will be no holdup.

After a considerable while-I think it
was about two months-the correspond-
ence school sent. out a, circular to the
parents dated the 11th October as fol-
lows:-

Dear Parent (or Supervisor), Grade 2,
Due to unforeseen circumstances

there will be a short delay before you
receive Mathematics Sets 13 and 14.
These sets are at present at the Gov-
ernment Printers' Office. It will prob-
ably be another two or three weeks
before they are printed, then collated
into booklet form ready for despatch.

In the meantime, we do not wish
the pupil to miss his regular Ma the-
matics lessons. B3ecause of this,
emergeLncy exercises have been pre-
pared. Give the child daily work
from these stencils until the new sets
arrive.
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'These are sets 13 and 14. At that time
the children should have been receiving
sets 19 and 20, which are the final sets for
the year. Instead of that they were lucky
to receive sets 13 and 14.

1 do appeal to the Minister and the de-
partment to ensure that the textbooks are
printed ahead of time so that the teaching
of the children is not held up. Another
problem which occurs, particularly in re-
gard to missions, and which causes great
inconvenience in the education of our
native children, concerns the free stock.
This very seldom arrives until May or
June and consequently these particular
organisations find it awkward to supply
the kiddies with the books which are so
urgently required.

MIR. HAILL (Albany) 110.31 p.m.): I
desire to raise two or three matters. The
first deals with the Native Welfare De-
partment. On Wednesday, the 15th No-
vember this year, I asked the Minister for
Native Welfare, the foliowing question'.-

Will he give earnest consideration to
the appointment of a full-time officer
to cope with the influx of natives into
Albany?

I am vcry happy to report that the answer
I received was a very acceptable one,' or
almost, anyway. The answer reads-

Yes. A male district officer and a
femnale welfare officer will be posted to
Albany as soon as they can be re-
cruited and office and living accommo-
dation found for them. They will be
responsible for an area based in
Albany.

The reason I have raised this matter is
because of the tendency for the coloured
people to migrate to Albany from such
centres as Katanning, Onowangerup, Tam-
bellup, and so on. The Government has
now granted these folk the privilege of
citizenship and also the right to vote, and
I see no reason whatever why they should
be debarred from migrating to a different
area, especially if this is in order to edu-
cate their children. In addition, of course,
the native population is just as entitled to
spend a holiday at Albany as is any mem-
ber of the white community.

However, the natives are just drifting
around the town almost as if they are lost
souls. They are found sitting on seats all
over the town and also outside the hotels.
One native mother told me she was
frightened to go to the native reserve be-
cause of the drunken orgies, and so on,
which are held on the reserve. This lady
has six children and has to get them ready
for school each day. We can quite imagine
her anxiety when she has to do this at the
reserve where drunkenness is so rife. I
think the Minister himself would be the
first one to admit that providing reserves
for the natives Is not the answer to the

problem. In fact, the reserves are breed-
Ing grounds for vice, and it is not always
the natives who are responsible for this,
either.

However, when the district officer and
female welfare officer are stationed in
Albany, they may be able to overcome some
of the problems, and this will be in the
interests of the coloured people who have
milgrated there. I do not know the
complete answer to this problem. I know
it has concerned the present Government
and previous Governments for many years.
I feel that the problem should be tackled
in a different way. Young coloured people
should have the same opportunity as the
white children to benefit from the educa-
tion facilities available at Albany. I
think that exam results indicate that
coloured people have just as much intel-
lectual ability as have white children and
therefore they should be given every assi-
stance to make use of the facilities avail-
able.

Could the Minister, by way of interjec-
tion, indicate whether anything has been
done in regard to a hostel for native
People in Albany?

Mr. Lewis: Not yet.
Mr. HALL:, If something could be done,

I am sure it would be a step in the right
direction, because the natives would then
be able to follow the lead of the white
people in hygiene. As I said during my
Address-in-Reply speech, if the native
folk learn the elementary principles of
hygiene, they will be able to gain employ-
ment easier and will be accepted into the
community,

I now wish to refer to the courthouse in
Albany. Today I asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice the follow-
ing question:-

When does the Government intend
to effect imprwovements to the court-
house, Albany, with the accent on the
public gallery?

The reply I received was-
Improvements and renovations to

the Albany courtroom and offices have
recently been completed. When the
new police station is erected, further
alterations to the courthouse building
will be necessary to provide a second
courtroom and other facilties. it is
doubtful whether any effective impro-
vement Can be made to the existing
public gallery but this will be looked
at again when the further alterations
are being Planned.

I was very heartened to hear that at least
another courtroom will be provided-I
think this will be for the juvenille court-
when the new Police station is erected and
the Crown Law Department once again
takes over the courthouse building which
has been occupied by the Police for many
years.
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The point which must be kept in mind actual rating is provided for under section
is that the town and its districts are
growing. The magistrate now covers an
area containing 50,000-odd people. Albany
itself has 16,000 people. Albany is now
included in the court session and judges
of the highest repute are sent there.
However, the conditions in the courtroom
are far from the best. Witnesses have
nowhere to stand, except in the doorways
and outside the courtroom. The only
public gallery I know of consists of two
forms at the back of the courthouse. Even
the witnesses must sit on forms inside the
railing. This is not in keeping with the
dignity and decorum expected of a court.
It is almost impossible to obtain silence
in the court because people are shuffling
and shifting all the time. We should
match the progress made in regard to
our court sessions by providing a public
gallery in keeping with the dignity of
the court.

The other matter I wish to discuss is
one concerning the Minister for Works
and deals with the change in the method
of valuation. I asked the Minister the
following question on the 16th August-

Has the Government made a final
determination to change rate valuing
methods from net annual value to site
valuation or unimproved capital
value?

The Minister replied-
The Government does not at pres-

ent intend to change the existing
policy of rating country town water
supplies on an annual rental value
basis.

On the 15th November I asked the same
Minister the following question:-

(1) Dloes he agree that under the
present method of rating country
town water supplies, property
owners are burdened with higher
rating charges when improve-
ments are carried out?

(2) If he does agree that there is a
burden placed on such property
owners, will he undertake to re-
view the rating of properties
from net annual value to unim-
proved capital value?

(3) If he does not agree that a burden
is placed on such owners, will he
give the reason for his findings?

The answer was-
(1) and (3) When properties are im-

proved they are revalued accord-
ing to section 69 (1) of the
Country Areas Water Supply Act.

The reply to No. (2) was "No." If we refer
to the Act itself. we will find that the

48 which did read as follows:-
The annual value, referred to in

the next preceding section, may, at the
option of the Minister be either-

(a) the current valuation of the
local authority in whose dis-
trict the land is situated; or

(b) the yearly rent at which the
land might reasonably be ex-
pected to let on the assump-
tion, if necessary to be made

That was the old method. The Act has
been amended and the new method is as
follows:

The estimated net annual value re-
ferred to in section forty-seven of this
Act may, at the option of the Minister,
be-

(a) the current net annual value
adopted by the local authority
in the district of which the
land is situated; or

(b) a sum equal to the estimated
full fair, average amount of
rent...

We make reference to the local authority
in the Act but we find that in most in-
stances the local authorities have adopted
the unimproved capital value rating. Over-
all, by using net annual value, a person
who improves his property and uses
up gallons of water-which lie Pays for on
the usage basis irrespective of valuation-
increases the value of that property and
that improvement is held against him. This
can also be applicable to many business
areas where there Is a very high rental
value, but the amount of water used would
be negligible. I will quote an article which
was published in The West Australian on
the 18th January, 1967, as follows:-

The government wanted to increase
the yield from land tax by an extra
charge on unimproved land, Premier
Brand said yesterday.

He announced the appointment of
an inter-departmental committee to
work out how to levy the tax and to
discourage land speculation.

On the one hand the Government wants
to retain this iniquitous tax, but the net
annual value works against Persons who
improve their properties. The overall effect
is that a person who sits on an unimproved
block is having the value of his land raised
by the fact that the person next door is
improving his property. The land and
estate agents have a birthday because the
values go up and they do not have to pay
any more than they pay if the pipes go
past the property. The person who is
working to beautify and improve his pro-
perty is being penalised for his work, and
the person with the unimproved block will
make a profit from the efforts of that per-
son.
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The Government wants to bring in un-
improved capital value to raise taxes, but
it wants to burden the people who attempt
to improve their land. I do not know
how the people tolerate this.

Let us consider a few points of what
wye might call a summary of the benefits
of unimproved value rating. They are as
follows:-

1. Speculation and the withholding
of valuable land from use will be
discouraged.

2. Progressive owners, who improve
their Properties, will not be
penalised by increased rate assess-
ments.

3. The owners of under-developed
and slun propsrties in high land
value areas will have to pay higher
rates. This will either encourage
development or sale to others pre-
pared to develop.

4. Higher rates on land will cause
capital land values to fall by
approximately twenty times addi-
tional rate assessment. Alterna-
tively in a Progressive community
future increases will be checked.

5. To the extent that land prices are
reduced or rising prices checked,
more finance will be available for
better buildings.

Under the unimproved value rating more
revenue occurs from vacant, undeveloped
land in advance of development. To con-
tinue-

8. The higher cost of constructing
services such as storm water drain-
age and deep sewerage after occu-
pation can be avoided. This will
benefit both the public authority
and the property owner.

9. About 75% of home owners will
benefit from reduced rates; the
measure therefore should be popu-
lar.

I do not think I need to labour the point
any more except to say that the high
rating value on the net annual value as
against the unimproved capital value is
damaging to the person who is improving
his property.

Then we have to look at what the de-
partment is raising from this tax on net
annual value, and what we get out of the
net annual value; and we have to look at
what is Ploughed back into facilities; how
much of this tax is lost in administrative
costs; how' much is Ploughed back into the
field in the construction of pipelines and
water catchments. I think it was the mem-
ber for Avon who was speaking about water
conservation and who was saying that we
had to investigate desalination. That could
be accepted as part of the plan. Our State
exists on its water services, and we should
supply the water at the cheapest Possible

price. No
cheapest
therefore,

doubt, it is probably one of our
commodities and we should,
protect it.

I would say that every person in every
town should improve and help the water
catchment by installing tanks to store
rainwater and so reduce the amount of
water used from the catchments. This
would give a greater conservation of water
and would stimulate the Population-both
migration and by natural increase.

I still think that a great proportion of
our rates, whether they are raised from
unimproved capital value or from net
annual value is lost in administration. I
do not mean that in a derogatory manner
as far as the officers are concerned. How-
ever, we have to examine the amount
which is raised, and the amount which is
Put back into development. We have to
get down to productivity. I notice that
today, a heading appeared in The West
Australian, "Water Board gets $ln More
Revenue."

Who would want to change from the
net annual value to unimproved capital
value, when such a fine reward as $1,000.-
000 is involved in revenue? Is it justice
to the people who are improving their
properties? I must reiterate that People
who are developing their properties and
beautifying their areas are being penalised
by the iniquitous tax on the net annual
value. The unimproved capital value will
attract the !and speculator and the person
who sits on a block of land waiting for
the price to rise. Nevertheless the person
next door who has bothered to improve
his land, through having water connected
and in other directions, has to pay for it
in his rates.

I think it is iniquitous and the Gov-
erment should have a look at changing
its policy. I could go on for a long time
on water rates, but I do not have a great
deal of time available and I know mem-
bers are becoming weary.

Another point I wish to mention is some-
thing on which I have spoken previously
in this Chamber. I refer to the lack of
enthusiasm shown by the Government and
its lethargy to develop effectively mineral
sands that exist in the Cheyne Beach
area at Albany. I have asked the Minis-
ter several questions on this subject and I
spoke on the matter during the Address-in-
Reply debate. I wish to mention the actual
areas of mineral sands which are involved.
and which have never been developed. I
cannot understand the lethargy of the
Government in this matter. The Govern-
ment is supposed to be so conscientiously
wrapped up in developing mineral re-
sources in this State, which, of course, need
to be developed. We cannot ride on the
sheep's back all the time and, in addition,
the Price of wool is not what it should be
today and certainly not what we would
like it to be. Unless we arrive at better
Production costs, we will be in trouble.
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I will briefly refer to the areas and men-
tion the amount of mineral sands which
are available. I wish the Minister for the
North-West were in the Chamber, because
he might put a spade into this, too. The
areas are as follows-

Tenement Applicant
MI.C. 105111 .... Hake, Terrence ..

10911 __. Hancock Prospecting Pty. Lti
11011 .. do. do. do.
11111 _.. do. do. do.
1121-1 .... do. do. do.

5011 . . do. do. do.
5911 .... do. do. do.

103811 .. , Laporte Titanium (Australia)
103911 ... do. do. do.
104111 ... do. do. do.
88811.. Hancock, Langley George;

M1oore, Frank Albert
88911 .... do. do. do.
89111 .... do. do. do.
89211 .. do. do. do.
89311H do. do. do.
89411.. do. do. do.
89.511 ... do. do. do.
89611 .... do. do. do.
8971f . do. do. do.
89811- do. dIO. do.
89911 .... do. do. do.
1O4H R ancock Prospecting Pty. Ltd..
10511.. do. do. do.
10811 .... do. do. do.
10711 .... do. do. do.

2951H .... Laporte Titanium (Australia) Lii
This last one is particularly interesting;
because, according to the Minister, Laporte
Titanium (Australia) Limited did not have
a lease.

How do we reconcile our thoughts be-
tween the statement made by the Minister
and the actual figures which are taken
from the leases held? I believe that in
early December the Government intends
to review the position and investigate why
these people have not worked the leases.
in any other country or any other State.
I think, they would have been marched
out for not working the leases. In other
countries research is being undertaken to
see whether titanium sands and mineral
extraction from certain sands in the sea
can be undertaken.

The area to which I have referred is
quite considerable if one adds it all up. I
am not a computer, and I wish the Min-
ister for Industrial Development were in
the Chamber, because he is not bad with
figures.

Mr. Jamieson: It depends what type.

Mr. HALL: I do not think he is in-
terested in the other type.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How do you
know?

Mr. HAIL: The acreages of mineral
sands need to be looked at. The other
problem I wish to raise this evening is
that of decentralisation. This is a point
upon which the member for Bunbury and
I disagree. He is always plugging for

d1.

Lt

regional planning and development. The
Policy of the Labor Party is to elect a
Minister for decentralisation. One only
has to look at the effect of this in New
South Wales and the Government's policy
to subsidise industries in outlandish areas.

Locality Area
... Wiliam Bay............264 acres

Hassell Beach .......... 300 acres
do. .. .. 310 acres

... do.. 30t) acres
do, 300) acres

Chieyne Beachi 149 acres
... do. .. ..1 292 acres

d. Hassell Beach .. .- 300 acres
do. -- .. 300 acres

... do. .. .. 17,3 acres
-Cheyne Beach ............ 24 acres

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

nited ..

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

Doubtful
do.
do.
do.

Island Bay
do.
do.
do.

lit. MRany Peaks

24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24

300
300
300
300

acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres
acres

.. 1,500 sq. miles
The New South Wales Government is

worried about this, and our own Minister
for Industrial Development should be wor-
ried about the problem in this State. One
must look at the picture completely and
study it. It is a problem which must be
treated seriously1 because it is frightening
to see people leaving country areas and
going into city areas. This migration
causes more headaches and heartaches in
the city because of the problems of de-
linquent teenagers and the complexity of
traffic matters. It is necessary with more
and more people in the city area to build
overways and underways and generally re-
organise traffic. I do not think it would be
possible to visualise the actual cost of all
these things.

The overall problem is frightening, and
our responsibilities are Increased with cen-
tralisation, because It brings with it many
social problems. We should take a leaf out
of the book of the New South Wales Gov-
ernment. When one thinks of the magni-
tude of our State and Its industrial capa-
city, one must realise that we will have
to make an adjustment. Ini 1967 the
New South Wales Government is worried,
and it is certainly time that our Govern-
ment did something about this matter.
Do not let us fall for the three-card
trick. We have time to prepare, be-
cause we have a young State and have
plenty of area with which to work. There
is no reason at all to direct industries and
population Into a centralised avenue in
Western Australia.

Decentralisatlon is a subject which
would have to be felt honestly in the heart
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of the Minister administering this port-
folio. He would have to be sincere in his
belief that decentralisation should be
achieved. When I think of the tenacity
of the Minister for the North-West, I feel
that if he had devoted his energies to de-
centralisation to the same extent as he
devoted them to the north-west, we would
be the greatest decentralised State in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Williams: Western Australia is
more decentralised than New South Wales.

Mr. HALL: I think the member for
Eunbury should study the figures of popu-
lation.

Mr. Williams: I have.
Mr. HALL: I do not have the figures

with me this evening, but I know about 75
per cent, of the population lives in the
metropolitan area, and this figure is grow-
ing every day.

Mr. Williams: It is not 75 per cent.
Mr. HALL: If the member for Bunbury

looks at the statistics he will get a shock.
Mr. Williams: The figure is approx-

imately 65 per cent.
Mr. HALL: The migratory effect is

terrific and people in country areas are
becoming dissatisfied. Because they can-
not educate their children, they move to
the city; not because of Industralisation,
but because of education. Members of
technical staffs will not leave the city to go
into country areas, unless they can obtain
a house of the same quality as the one
which they occupied in Perth. It is neces-
sary to have matching standards in the
country before it is possible to attract
staff. This is where university colleges,
and even a second university, would con-
tribute much to life in the country. It
cannot be refuted that people who go to
the country wish to have the same stan-
dards as obtain in city life.

Mr. Williams: Didn't you read the article
on this subject?

Mr. HALL: Unless similar facilties are
provided in the main country areas, de-
centralisation will not be achieved. There
rmust be these facilities to enable decentral-
isation to spread its tentacles into country
areas.

Mr. Dutrack:. There must be a heavy
pressure of building in Albany, because of
the costs we heard the other day.

Mr. HALL: It staggered me, too. The
brickyards have caused some concern be-
cause of cost. In addition, suppliers have
been frustrated by the delays of supplies
which have been shipped through Freman-
tie. If they could have been shipped
through Albany direct. the delay would
have been eliminated and the days and
days when men were retarded in their
building activities would also have been
eliminated.

This adds to the cost of supplies, and it
is a problem which is not encountered in
the metropolitan area, or even in

Bunbury, which is only a few mailes away,
anyway. So when a logical study is made
of these figures it is founcd that the cost
of building in the Albany area is increased
to a great extent. In the same way the
cost of building in the north-west is much
greater than it would be in the metropo-
litan area because of the loss of time
involved in transporting workers to a
particular centre, the excessive freight
charges on materials transported to the
north, and the extra margins that have
to be paid to the workers to attract them
to those parts.

Apparently these are factors which the
Minister for Housing has not yet realised.
The furthcr one gets away from the
metropolitan area the More one realises
that the increase in the cost of building
cannot be avoided, because labour and
materials are not readily accessible. When
technical officers are required for various
purposes in Albany one soon realises that
they have no desire to leave the metro-
politan area where they have a modern.
comfortable home to go to Albany to.
work where no accommodation is a vail-
able.

One cannot accommodate such men in a,
beach shack, especially after they have
been used to all the facilities available
in the metropolitan area. Unless the
Commonwealth Government comes to the
assistance of the State in an effort to
provide more houses in country centres, I
can fully realise the difficulties confront-
ing the Minister for Housing. In
my opinion it should be the responsibility
of the Commonwealth Government to ease
the difficulties which are faced by the
State Government in regard to the pro-
vision of housing.

As I have said, Albany is greatly in
need of many technical men for the va-
rious works that are in train at that
Centre, but it Is Impossible to obtain the
services of such men in Albany, because
suitable and up-to-date housing is not
available to accommodate them. The
problem of decentralisation will have to
be given serious consideration very soon.
It is against all ideas of common sense
for people to be concentrated in one
Centre. The Minister for Education should
know that, because he represents an area
which has large open spaces. Why should
people be cramped in the city, when the
whole of the State could be developed to
effect the policy of decentralisation? If a
start were made with one country Centre a
move would soon be made to other parts
of the State.

Mr. Nalder: What do you propose?
Mr. HALL: A reduction in freights,

the building of universities and university
hostels, and the provision of more hous-
ing in country areas.

Mr. Lewis: Why do houses cost much
more to build in Albany than in other
places?
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Mr. HALL: Distance from the source of
supplies would be one factor, ad lack
of suitable labour would be another.

Mr. Lewis: Distance it not everything.
Mr. H4ALL: What about the freight

charges? One has only to hold up the
firm of Lysaght, which manufactures gal-
vanised iron, as an example. There Is
a surcharge of $5.68 on the transport
of galvanised iron to Albany and yet it is
consigned free of charge to Fremantle.
The charges total about $6.50 a ton. One
has only to use a little common sense to
realise that these excessive freight charges
would soon add to the cost of building in
Albany, or to the cost of anything else.
as far as that goes.

The Minister for Housing has tried to
keep his building costs to the minimum,
and I give him every credit for that. He
must secure the best quality house possible
at the cheapest possible price. However,
he must take into consideration the di-
stances over which building materials
must be transported, and the correspond-
ing freight charges. Unless houses are
built in terraces by building contractors
and their men are kept fully employed, It
is impossible to build a house at a reason-
-able price In any country centre.

No-one can dispute that decentralisa-
tion has disadvantages. Shire councils are
finding that they are even losing men
who have been employed with them for
many years because they wish to migrate
to the metropolitan area. The reason ad-
vanced by these men is that they are
anxious to ensure that their children re-
ceive a sound education, and also that In-
creased amenities are available in the
city. These men are leaving the employ
of the shire councils despite the fact that
in many instances they are accommodated
in residences owned by the shires.

Mr. Rushton: You must have been
impressed to read only recently that this
State is the only one that has shown an
increase in population in the country
areas.

Mr. HAIL: That could be so, but the in-
crease would probably only be comnzensu-
rate with the natural increase in popula-
tion throughout the whole of the State.
On various occasions there is a great in-
flux of workers to Albany on account of
construction works that are being carried
out in that centre, but that is niot to say
that those mnen become part of the per-
manent population of Albany. When any
Particular project is completed the men
engaged on the work would leave Albany
and either return to the metropolitan area
or travel to some other centre where em-
ployment was offering. Therefore, such
men would constitute a transitory popula-
tion. What is required Is a decentraliz-
ation of industry.

At the moment the trend is to concen-
trate the bulk of our industries In the
metropolitan area. This trend is en-

couraged by big business, and the Gov.
erment is forced to accede to its wishes
This is a problem which cannot be denied
and is so serious it is frightening. It is i
problem to which any Government mus;
give serious consideration if the migra.
tion of people from the country to ttu
metropolitan area continues. Should anj
member care to check the figures with tht
statistician he will soon realise that tlu
migration of such people continues t(
increase every month.

As I have already said, they are attracted
to the city because there are more oppor.
tunities to obtain suitable accommodation
better educational facilities for theti
children, and more entertainment and re-
ereational facilities. Therefore, the Goy.
ermnent must face up to this problem anc
take steps to effect decentralisation a:
soon as possible. I am just about stuinpec
for words.

Mr. Court; Whilst you are stumped foi
words, don't you think the greatest de-
centralisation we have ever achieved ii
practice is the development in the nortiti
You seem to regard that as not comning
within the ambit of decentralisation.

Mr. HALL: It is decentralisatlon SO fai
as certain inducements offering are eon-
cerned, but it would not create decentral-
isation of Population, because the indus-
tries there at the moment represent onl3
industries on construction work, and
eventually on mining activities, which will
leave a big hole in the ground when th(
operations are concluded. What is being
done is that all the mineral wealth of thE
State is being sent to Japan, and in the
ultimate, the number of men employed will
be practically nil.

Mr. Court: The biggest pellet plant ever
built in history is just about finished at
Dampier. That is not a hole in the ground

Mr. HALL: It I had any control over the
problem I would act in a way similar tc
the action taken by a previous Ministex
for Industrial Development in this State
Mr. Hawke. He was anxious to sell iron
ore from Western Australia, but was pre-
vented fromn doing so by the then Prime
Minister, Mr. Menzies. The Purpose of
Mr. Hawke in exporting the iron ore over-
seas was to Obtain sufficient money to erect
a steelworks in this State to provide fur-
ther employment for our own people. It
is an impossible state of affairs when we
export the wealth of the State to other
countries and then buy the manufactured
product from them. I will admit that
negotiations which the Minister for Indus-
trial Development has entered into with
the Chase Manhattan Bank could prove to
be of advantage to the State.

At the moment the position in the north
is that we are exporting the product of
our employment, and if we trace back over
English history we will find that England
exported practically everything it manufac-
tured to other countries. We are exporting
our raw materials to another country and
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buying them back In the form of the finish-
ed product. In doing this we are creating
greater competition for our own manu-
facturers.

I would now like to quote from the Dis-
tribution of Population Committee report
of Victoria. At Page 14 under the heading
of 'Tertiary Education" we find the follow-
ing:-

The evidence received by the Com-
mittee indicates a great lack of facili-
ties in the country for tertiary
education. The evidence includes
arguments in support of the establish-
ment of a completely new institution
In the country as the third Victorian
university. It includes numerous sug-
gestions as to where that university
should be located, others favoured the
establishment of university colleges in
the country, using existing institutions
as the basis from which to create
those colleges.

That is one very good reason for de-
centralisation. The summary of recom-
mendations on education reads-

A. Teachers' training colleges should
be established in Gippaland and
in the North-East or Murray
Valley and in either the Wiinmera
or Western District.

B. Maximum facilities for tertiary
education should be available to
people in country areas.

C. The proposed third university
.should be a country-based insti-
tution.

D. Existing technical schools and
colleges throughout the State
should be used for some part of
university training.

Under "Housing" we find that the report
suggests a more even distribution of the
population, which all adds up to decen-
tralisation.

Mr. Rushton: How many square miles
are there in Victoria?

Mr. HAIL: I am not interested in how
many square miles there are in Victoria.
but in the report from which I am quot-
ing. Under the heading of "Transport"
the report states-

Your present Committee has made
a special study of the effect upon the
distribution of population of the ex-
isting system of transport regulation.
It heartily agrees with its predecessor
that-

"If the problems of transport
costs and transport regulation can
be solved by Government action
on an equitable basis, with full
regard to the national interest,
and with some guarantee of con-
tinuity of policy, then a very great
step forward will have been made
in removing the present difficulties
of some country industries . . -

That also applies to building costs. The
report later states--

A. Some form of transport regula-
tion is essential, i.e., section 6 of
the Commercial Goods Vehicles
Act 1958 should be retained.

B. Some relaxation of present trans-
port restrictions is essential to
the retention and expansion of
many existing country industries
and to the attraction of new in-
dustries to the country areas.

C. A procedure should be devised so
that the Minister of State De-
velopment may designate a
country industry as an "approved
decentralized secondary indus-
try".

I need not go any further to indicate that
these great States with their vast wealth
and their history of hardship and expan-
sion have seen fit to make research into
the distribution of population and, in the
case of New South Wales, into the ques-
tion of decentralisation and the manner in
which it can be achieved,

That is my contribution to the debate
on the Estimates. I hope it has made the
desired impression on the minds of the
Ministers. We need to tackle this prob-
lem of decentralisation by the establish-
ment of a department to handle the
problem. We should also have a Minister
for decentralisation, and our slogan should
be "Decentralisation or Bust."

MRt. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [11.14 p.m.):
I seem to be in the habit of following the
member for Albany on these general de-
bates. I do not intend on this occasion
to delve into the question of decentralisa-
tion for fear of raising the pen of the
editor of the Albany Advertiser who, on
the last occasion I spoke, said that my
arrogance was born of a lack of knowledge
of such subjects as the requirement of a
university at Albany, and so on; despite
the fact that the Jackson committee on
education found some few years later along
almost the identical lines that I had
advocated.

Mr. May: That does not make you right.
Mr. JAMIESON: It may not, but it in-

dicates that I was moving along the right
track. There was little point in the uin-
timely remarks made by the editor that
my arrogance was born of a lack of
knowledge of these matters.

If we are to achieve decentralisation
we do not want one sect-ion of the com-
munity trying to score a point for its
particular area at the expense of some
other area. Decentralisation means a
great deal more than that, and it Will only
be achieved when we find ways and
means of developing areas other than
those in the immediate vicinity of the
metropolitan area.

I would now like to get straight to the
matter of land valuation and speculation.
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As was mentioned earlier, the report of
the Metropolitan Region Planning Author-
ity on this matter was submitted to the
Government some time ago. I under-
stand the Government then appointed an
interdepartmental committee to inquire
into land speculation; and I suspect that
the Government has received the report
from that committee and is withholding it
for some very good reason. Could that
very good reason be that the Government
is receiving considerable revenue as a re-
sult of land improving in valuation?

We find, for example, that in 1959-60
land tax brought in something like
$2,570,336, and the metropolitan region
improvement tax brought in about
$421,186. 1 am indebted to the member
for Bayswater for having asked these
questions, because I notice at a later stage
be asked the following questions of the
Treasurer:-

(1) What was the revenue for the
Year 1966-67 for-
(a) land tax;
(b) metropolitan region improve-

ment tax?
(2) What is the anticipated revenue

for each of the above for this
financial year?

The Treasurer's reply was as follows:-
(1) (a) $3,514,404.

This is a considerable increase over the
other amount previously mentioned, despite
the fact that there has been a reduction
in the rate. In the case of the metropoli-
tan region improvement tax, we find that
the amount has gone up from $421,186 to
$549501-that last figure was for. last
year. The anticipated amount for. this
year is $3,820,000 which is the result of
higher valuations providing an increase
in the land tax. The metropolitan region
tax for that period is expected to be about
$883,000.

On the 4th October, 1967. the Trea-
surer's estimate was $577,000, but I notice
that this figure was improved by a sum
in excess of $300000O. According-ly I
wonder whether the Government is ge-
nuine in its endeavour to establish reason-
able prices for land. and wvhether it in-
tends to do anything about speculators.
It would seem tha~t the Government is
prepared to do nothing at all wvhile it
continues to get a rake-off from these
higher valuations.

Like the member for Balcatta. I doubt
very much whether anything will be done
with any of the reports submitted by -.,
committees-interdepartmxental or other-
wise-on land speculation, particularly if
the people are not prepared to cause the
Government to have another look at the
problem. They can only do that by chang-
ing the Government.

I wish to deal briefly with a number of
other matters. The first I thought would
have been raised by some other member
this session. It relates to sections 32, 33.

and 35 of the Constitution Acts Amend-
ment Act. There was quite a flurry in
the Press when the Government saw fit
to retain the services of a private mem-
ber of this Chamber as a barrister for
some court work. Various comments
appeared in the Press, and one learned
gentleman considered that this member
had surrendered his seat by his action.
Indeed, so did some members of the staff
of this Parliament, as probably did many
of the colleagues of that particular mem-
ber.

On investigation it was found that was
not the case, and the member had not
surrendered his seat. Ever since I have
been in this Parliament, I have thought
that any financial association with the
Government would debar a member from
holding his seat. As a matter of fact, the
Crown Law Department advised, as late
as 18 months before, that no member could
have any form of contract or commit-
ment with the Government; but that does
not seem to be the Position.

Apparently the department did not
know very much about this matter. When
the ease wvas put to the test it was found
that the Constitution Acts Amendment Act
wvas as wide open as the sea as regards
what the Government could do in engag-
ing a member of Parliament. The Govern-
ment can virtually do anything in this
respect. Members of the Commonwvealth
Parliamentary Association on overseas
trips have even indulged in the dodging
of the Ccnstitution Acts Amendment Act
by having their expenses Paid by the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Association, It
seems that a member of Parliament can
be retained by the Government in any
capacity.

The position should not he as wide open
as that. It is liable to lead to corruption in
Government, not that ITam suggesting there
ha-s been corruption in the State. To my
knowledge no other Parliament in Aus-
tralia has this escape Provision in its
Constitution Acts Amendment Act. The
position should be made watertight so that
no contract can be entered into between
the Government and a member of the
Legislature, except in cases where an
exemption must obviously apply, such as
in a country town where only one lawyer.
one accountant, or one Professional man
is Practising. In those cases, rather than
hold the Government up in regard to the
provision of services, such a professional
man, who is a member of Parliament, could
be employed. That is a reasonable propo-
sition.

When section 35 of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act was amended in 1945 it
was clear that the object of the Govern-
ment of the day was to allow an exemp-
tion, so that it would not be hamstrung
under certain circumstances. I do not
think the section was meant to leave the
gate wide open to permit members of Par-
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liament to be retained and to be paid for
professional services by the Administra-
tion. This is a bad principle, and it should
be altered as quickly as possible.

The Government should have paid
some attention to this matter, and I am
surprised that when it was raised In the
Press the Government took no action.
This leads to suggestions being made that
favours can be bestowed by the Govern-
ment on certain members of Parliament
because of the positions they hold. It
could also place the staff of Parliament
in an embarrassing position in certain
circumstances. After all, In their various
capacities they have to pay members in
accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act. For
their sake the position should be placed
beyond doubt. Any member of Parliament
who receives a commission from the Ad-
ministration should be disqualified from
holding his seat.

Section 32 of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act in an abridged form pro-
vides as follows:-

Any person who shall for his use
or benefit undertake execute hold or
enjoy any contract, agreement or
commission made or entered into with
under or from the Government of the
State shall be disqualified from being
a Member during the time he shall
execute hold or enjoy any such con-
tract, etc.

Of course, the provision in section 35
throws the position wide open, and that
is not desirable. The position should be
clarified beyond doubt without delay.

There are several matters in the 1967
report of the Auditor-General which I
wish to mention. I was surprised to find
that the State still receives revenue from
sandalwood. in the last financial year
the revenue amounted to $337,508. Most
people hardly regard this as an industry,
but obviously a considerable quantity of
sandalwood is being shipped from the
State. From the report it is apparent
that sandalwood is gathered by two com-
panies. because the following appears:-

All sandalwood obtained in the
State Is handled by two companies.
viz-

Export-Australian Sandalwood
Co. Ltd.

Local Use-Plaimar Ltd.
Under an arrangement made with

the various State Governments, the
Australian Sandalwood Co. Ltd. is
the sole exporter of sandalwood in
Australia. Under the agreement
made by this State with the Company,
a royalty of $18 per ton is paid on
sandalwood pulled on Crown Lands,
and profits realised on the wood
exported are divided between the
State and the Company.

On the wood taken by Plaimar Ltd.,
for processing (Sandalwood oil) a
tentative figure is charged as royalty
on tonnage delivered, which after-
wards is adjusted to 75 per cent. of
the excess of the selling price of oil
produced over costs.

If we can get other companies to come
in on the basis of sharing the profits with
the State, then the State will prosper and
there will be more money available to
meet the urgent requirements of the
State. Further, this is a move into
socialism, and It is one which deserves
great commendation. It shows that on
occasions socialism does work, and works
well,

Another socialist enterprise that pays
the Government well is the State Elec-
tricity Commission. I am indebted to the
Auditor-General for the remarks contained
in the report. He has revealed a hidden
profit, and this amounted to $2,160,000,
His comments are as follows:-

The accumulated profit of the
Metropolitan System as shown in
the accounts of the undertaking
amounted to $14,277,772, at 30th June,
1967.

A survey by the Audit of the unread
meterage in the Metropolitan Area
indicated that this amounted to ap-
proximately $2,160,000 as at 30th June,
1967. As in previous years, an amount
of $90,000 was brought into the ac-
counts as earnings, leaving an un-
recorded earning of $2,070,000 com-
pared with $1,B90,0uu at 30th June,
1906. The accumulated profit of the
Metropolitan System is therefore ap-
proximately $16,347,772 ($14,277,772
plus $2,070,000).

Indeed, it shows a profit of nearly twice
as much as that recorded in the accounts
of the State Electricity Commission.

If this is a profitable organisation, as it
would appear to be, surely the cry that
we are having trouble to induce industries
here because of the high price of electric-
ity should be investigated. Surely we
should be able to subsidise industry to the
extent of possibly $500,000 per year with-
out any detrimental effect to other con-
sumners in the metropolitan area or in the
State as a, whole, because one must re-
member that country users are already
subsidised by approximately $20 per ser-
vice by people in the metropolitan area.
I would point out to the member for Al-
bany that this in itself is some induce-
ment for decentralisation, although it is
not as great an inducement as some would
need.

Another comment in regard to the
commission is in connection with the
sinking fund. There are certain invest-
ments; and one is amazed to find the
State Electricity Commission of Western
Australia has invested in Victorian Ele-
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tricity Commission securities. It makes pany financially embarrassed, or is the
one wonder whether the Victorian Elec-
tricity Commission has invested money in
the Western Australian commission.

Mr. Brand: I hope so.
Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. The amount our

State Electricity Commission has invested
is $1,465,600.--and this not a small
amount. I notice the other investments
are in line with wvhat we would expect.
These are in Metropolitan Transport
Trust securities. Commonwealth Govern-
ment inscribed stock, and the Rural and
Industries Bank. It seemed strange to me
that we had become so benevolent that we
could invest in Mr. Belte's electricity coin-
mission.

Mr. Brand: I think that has been there
for a fair while and is being gradually
drawn out.

Mr. JAMIESON: These trust loans do
not run for ever, but can be reconverted.

I now turn to the Wundowie wood dis-
tillation and charcoal, iron and steel in-
dustry. Members will recall that for 10
months this industry was in the hands of
Private enterprise and during that time
it cost the State a considerable amount of
money, probably a lot more than if the
State had handled the Industry over that
Period. We find that a charge of $29.167
is listed for management fees; $65,944 for
out-of-pocket expenses such as salaries,
payroll tax, etc.; and $22,865 for other
expenses.

It was necessary apparently to buy some
Plant and foundry equipment at a cost
of $48,825. For the 10 months' period of
our venture into descialisation, it cost
$166,821; and we finished up having to
resocialise. This should be a good lesson;
do not dlesocialise unless it is known what
one is doing.

Mr. Brand: Speak to Harold Wilson
about that.

Mr. JAMIESON: Let us look at the dis-
posa; of another socialistic undertaking.
I refer to the meatwvorks at Wyndham. It
would appear that in the disposal of this
meatworks there were certain amounts to
be paid by instalments in order to meet
the purchase price-

(a) Upon execution of the
agreement....... 165,000

(b) On issue of certificate
of land title ..... 330.000

(c) On each of the first and
second anniversaries of
such issue, $96,250 1 .192,500

(d) On each of the succeed-
ing five anniversaries of
such issue, $192.500 ... 962,500

The Auditor-General points out that the
instalment of $330,000 would be
Payable by the Purchaser on issue of the
certificate of land title had this been done
on the 30th June, 1967. However, a cer-
tificate had not been issued. Is the corn-

Government holding up the issue of the
certificate?

Mr. Court: The company paid the
money as soon as it got the certificate. It
was not the company's fault.

Mr. JAMIESON: There was no neces-
sity to hold It up.

Mr. Court: Yes there was.
Mr. JAMIESON: By the 3rd April, 1967,

the Purchaser was to pay for consumable
stores, representing one season's stock
holding at landed cost. The stores were
not classified at the 30th June.

Mr. Court: That is right.
Mr. JAMIESON: Why take so long to

classif y the stores?
Mr. Court: It is not the company's

fault.
Mr. JAMIESON: It is to the company's

advantage if thle stores are being de-
preciated while the company is waiting to
get the answer from the Government. I
would say the Auditor-General is to be
commended for watching these things.

One could study this report for a long
time in order to gain information. I will
now deal briefly with the Grants Com-
mission report, as there are many fea-
tures that bear examination. One of these
is general administration, because figures
show that we are still above the average
and close to Tasmania, which is in the
top bracket in regard to expenditure on
this item. While I agree there is a prob-
lem in the smaller States which have the
same number of departments, but with
less return, there appears to be an over-
loading somewhere along the line.

\\'hen I suggested last year that there
should be somec pruning by our not com-
peting wirth the Commonwealth Electoral
Department, thle Minister for Industrial
Development pooh-poohed the idea and
said the Grants Commission would not
be interested.

During the Address-in-Reply debate I
read a letter which indicated that, at
the time, the chairman thought strongly
about this; I mentioned the fact that he
had commented rather unfavourably in
the previous report on the high admin-
istration costs in the two claimant States;
and I pointed out that he suggested some
attention should be given to this matter.

Another aspect of the report is in ap-
pendix No. 3, table No. 7. which shows
State taxation and the net lottery revenue
Pei, capita. I ama interested in this, be-
cause the probate and succession duties
seem unreasonably low to me. They are
very low in this State when one considers
we are the third highest on average per
capita of State taxation and net lottery
returns. While I do not wish to over-
load people with certain taxes, I think
there is room for an increase in this
regard, and a decrease in others.
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I have previously mentioned stamp
duties generally, which appear to be high
and well above the average; and there are
other forms of taxation for which we are
above average. However, on the overall
receipts from land in a State as big as
ours, our average should be fairly high.
But while the average for Australia is
$.15, for Western Australia the amount is
$4.12 per capita. So it would appear to
me that cheap land is being given away
by the Government, possibly for good
reasons in some cases, but not in others.
Therefore, there should be a closer scrutiny
than there has been in the past.

Now I would like to refer to the matter
of aged people's homes. My colleague,
the member for Victoria Park, recently
dealt with this problem to some extent.
We all know that old people are a problem
in the community and we need more aged
People's homes. The Government has
given encouragement by making financial
advances to certain societies and giving
land grants to assist them in their acti-
vities.

With one exception, these Organisations,
ale associated with a church or some other
body like the R.S.L., the League of Home
Help, the Buffaloes, the Freemasons, etc.
They have all received a land grant from
the Government, but they have not all
received financial assistance from the
Government. I do not know anything
about the Busselton Cottage Homes.

Mr. Bovell: I have also agreed to a
grant at Collie for the Silver Chain.

Mr. JAMIESON: I was not speaking
about that. I was saying I did not know
very much about the Busselton Cottage
Homes. The Silver Chain we all know to
be an Organisation. Then we have the
Swan Cottage Homes. Although I realise
it is an incorporated body, it could really
be called a private Organisation. Much
has been heard about It in recent times.

The Federal member for Swan is very
closely associated with the Swan Cottage
Homes, but it seems to me that he pro-
testeth too much. He complained bitterly
about the attack on various features of
the homes which he was Instrumental in
establishing. He did a reasonably good job
in establishing the homes, although I do
not think it cost him very much except
in the way of work. However, it cost others
quite a bit in financial subscriptions, and
a number withdrew from the administra-
tion side quite early in the piece.

Many of the things he said did not
happen at the homes, of course do happen.
This is to our disgrace. We should not
allow a group of old people to get into
the hands and under the control of a
single individual. Someone may hasten to
tell me that the homes have a board of
directors. However I would reply that that
is in name only. All the orders sent out are
over the signature of Richard Cleaver.
If anyone cares to look through the Mfe
my colleague has, he will see the number

of instructions which have been issued and
will wonder how People live there. I will
read some in a moment to indicate how
restrictive they are and how stupid such
organisations can become.

I would say that the protests of Mr.
Cleaver and Mr. Lathby have gone beyond
the privilege of the Senate, and we will
probably hear more of this later because
at a later stage they will have to answer
for their actions. The following is addressed
to all residents of Swan Cottage Homes
and C.M.M. Homes. Bentley:-

To All Residents of Swan Cottage
Homes and C.M.M. Homes, Bentley

From: Your Federal Member-
Richard Cleaver, ATP?.

As both organisations providing
modern living accommodation for the
recipients of this message have been
subjected to political and inaccurate
attacks by Labour Senators on a numi-
her of occasions. I am sending you this
personal message regarding the forth-
coming Senate and State Elections.

The accusations of "scandalous con-
duct" and "shoddy buildings" have
aroused the vehemence of so many
grateful residents that I am sure that
you would wish to lodge positive votes
against the Party which has lent It-
self to the promotion of such un-
founded criticism and personal
attacks.

There is to be a Commonwealth
Senate Election on 25th November.
VOTING IS COMPULSORY. Should
you be confined to your unit, please
contact me and arrangements will be
made for a Liberal Party representa-
tive to call and arrange for your SICK
VOTE.

Mr. May: That's lovely, isn't it?
Mr. JAMIESON: The circular continues,

and I had better read it all to make sure
we do not misquote Mr. Cleaver-

The Government candidates for the
SENATE Election are--

COUNTRY PARTY LIBERAL
PRO WSE
ERRINOTON
TWINE

1. Sim
2. WITHERS
3. GARLAND

Be sure to have our How to Vote
card with you when you complete your
Ballot Paper.

Candidates for the next State Elec-
tion have been announced and I wish
to recommend my friend and col-
league, Mr. Paul Buddee of South
Como to you as the LIB3ERAL MAN
for the Clontarf area in which the
C.M.M. and Swan Homes fall.

I interpolate here to say that someone
must fight Mr. Buddee's battles for him
while he is overseas on the eve, almost, of
the election. The circular continues--

Mr. Buddee is a well-known School
Principal-a talented musician and
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author-and a Councillor of the City
of South Perth.

Decide now to vote 1 for Buddee when
the time comes. I Will be delighted to
bring him around to meet you. Paul
will be pleased to visit the Homes by
invitation and show films etc. of his
world tour from which he will return
shortly.

In both elections vote for the
LIBERAL candidates.
P.O. Box 40, Bentley
Telephone 68 1233
Richard Cleaver, J.P., M.P.
Federal Member for Swan.
Authorised by F. N. Lathby
1140 Hay Street, Perth.

That would have been all right, had it
been factual, but it was not. I have here
one or' two small quotes from the Federal
Mansard. Immediately after the two
Senators, to whom reference was made by
Mr. Cleaver-and obviously they were
Senator Tangney and Senator Cant, be-
cause he named them in his criticism in
Parliament-had concluded their speeches,
Senator Heatley, a Queensland Liberal
Party member, said the following:-

All honourable Senators, I am sure,
have received personal correspondence
about key money and other im-
moral acts which are being investi-
gated. I think steps are being taken
so that these things will be eliminated
in the future.

He had a lot more to say, too, about
complaints concerning shoddy buildings,
and the buildings referred to were men-
tioned in Mr. Cleaver's letter as being the
Swan Cottage Homes and the Central
Methodist Mission Homes. However, he
said they were homes in Glen Eagle in
Queensland. This indicates just how far
off the mark some people can get. How-
ever the situation does not finish there.
When replying to the debate, flame Anna-
belle Rankin said-

I am conscious of the fact that all
honourable Senators who have spoken
are really concerned to ensure that
aged persons receive adequate care.

If a person approaches a member of Par-
liament to make an investigation into
certain circumstances, it is incumbent
upon that member to carry out the in-
vestigation. Although these homes are no
more in my territory than they are in
that of the member for Victoria Park,
quite a number of the relatives of the
residents in the homes live in our terri-
tories.

I have bad the unfortunate experience
of visiting some of these homes at the
request of the relatives, and when I have
introduced myself, the residents concerned
have pulled the blind across the window
and said, "You don't think Mr. Cleaver saw
you come here, do you?"

That is a shocking state of affairs and
deserves to be the subject of a Royal

Commission. No one person should be in
a Position to be able to frighten people
like that, and particularly aged people.
We are culpable because we should know
what is done with the land the Govern-
ment grants to these organisations.

The Federal Government says that when
it has granted money on a two-to-one
subsidy that is the end of the Govern-
ment's responsibility. However, the State
Government must have more responsibility
than that. Although the Government has
made financial grants to the Swan Cot-
tage Homes, apparently it is not too sure
of the amount. In answer to a question
I asked, I was told that the total amount
granted to the homes since their inception
is 819,328.

In answer to a question asked by the
member for Victoria Park, on the 23rd
August, this year, it was stated that a
total of $34,312 was given to that organi-
sation, so we are not sure what the actual
amount is. There seems to be a con-
siderable discrepancy, but I do not doubt
that could be accounted for in some way.
As well as that, of course, the Government
has made other grants, and since the 14th
April, 1961, the Government has granted
a total of 18 acres of land for the project.
In that locality, that land would possibly
be worth $100,000 on present day valua-
tions. So the State has a stake in this
investment and should be more concerned
with what is going on.

Someone wrote to the Press and asked
if this was not a political complaint against
this village, because nobody was having
any trouble with any of the other
home groups. My colleague, the member
for Victoria Park, replied because he
was irate. It seemed that the only
homes he had received complaints from
were the Swan Cottage Homes group.
That has been my experience; I have had
no complaint from any other group of
homes. The administration is trying to
run the homes like a Prison camp. The
homes look very nice and if one goes there
one can see what appears to be a well
ordered bed of roses. That is very nice,
but if one reaches behind the blooms, and
is not careful, one will be stung. A lot
of people have been stung. They were
induced to sell their homes and go into
the glorious village. Since then they
have been subjected to all sorts of rules
and restrictions.

Might I add that Mr. Cleaver said on
TV that he personally screened all those
who went into the place. This becomes
abundantly clear when one looks at the
electoral figures-although he misses out
occasionally. The figures for South Perth
or Nedlands do not reflect anywhere near
the score achieved at the Swan Cottage
Homes. At the last election, 238 votes were
recorded for Cleaver, 61 for Gillett, and
eight for the other candidate. Let us look
at the other figures. They were, Elliott,
209; May, 60; and Raven, 1.
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Obviously, Cleaver is creating a Liberal
Party settlement. If the Liberal Party
wants the settlement, that is all right by
me, but I think the party should accept
the responsibility instead of letting one
individual take charge. He has reached
the stage of Dr. Frankenstein of fiction
fame. He created a monster which was
all right when it was quiet, but when it
moved about it caused a lot of trouble.
That is exactly what is occurring now.
Cleaver is creating something he is unable
to control. He is trying to frighten this
community and is getting into all kinds
of strife.

A newsletter is published each week for
the homes village, and I will quote from
one published on the 23rd October, 1967,
to show the restrictions which are applied.
This letter deals with the maintenance
payments which the member for Victoria
Park dealt with the other day. The people
who went into the village were given to
understand that they would not be
expected to pay any more than the in-
going, and other charges such as elec-
tricity and that sort of thing. Then,
suddenly, they were sent accounts for
maintenance charges. Item 2 of the
newsletter I have received reads as fol-
lows:-

Forthright answers to questions re-
garding the nominal weekly payments
by all residents of the Village were
given by the chairman at the con-
clusion of the recent Annual Meet-
ing of the Social Club.

It was pointed out that original
payments were based on nominal rent
for a cottage unit only and the Board
was asking for the increase as a minor
gesture of assistance for the mainten-
ance of $ 120,000 worth of amenities,
buildings for which no contribution
was made.

He forgot to mention that a number of
donations from the Government were
associated with this. To continue-

The Chairman drew attention to
the fact that residents seeking to
embarrass the Board appeared to be
disinterested in the Social Club and
the Welfare Supervision Fund. Their
lack of appreciation meant that they
were imposing upon the remainder of
the villagers. This meeting of over
300 members gave an enthusiastic
endorsement to the Board's policy.
Many residents expressed the view
that non-payers should request a re-
fund and find accommodation else-
where rather than disturb the
harmony of Swan Homes. Before
individual payments assume difficult
proportions the Board makes this
further request and will post out ac-
counts.

A lot of those people just did not want
to be associated with the other functions

that were conducted. They did not want to
be associated with the welfare fund which
has now been imposed on them. I would
like to indicate how the electricity ac-
counts are paid. The newsletter sets out
the following:-

Payment of Electricity and Gas
Accounts and Maintenance Payments:

These are to be made at the Social
Centre on the days indicated and NOT
at the registered office, 623 Albany
Highway, Victoria, Park. Rather than
using the post if away from the Village
arrange for a friend to pay in your
account.

Between the hours of 9.30 am. and
noon payments for both maintenance
pay week and the E. & G. pay week
(quarterly) you are requested to
attend as under: -

Mondays:
Residents of Plantation Drive
Pine Avenue
Hillview Terrace.

Wednesdays:
Residents of a!l other roads in the
village.
Please bring correct amount of money
and do not change your day!!

A form of receipt will be supplied
when your payment is made at the
Social Centre or handed to you later.

The people have to be regimented into
paying accounts on certain days. If the
office is open surely they can pay their
accounts there and receive a receipt. But
that does not suit the management. The
village has been organised by an ex-army
man, and now Mr. Cleaver wants to run
it like an army camp. Item 10 of the
newsletter is as follows-

Residents are asked to note that in
future no one will be admitted to the
Village without entering into a
written undertaking to maintain
financial membership in this fund.

In view of this all existing resi-
dents are asked to recognise that there
is upon them a moral responsibility
to help maintain the fund which
employs the Welfare Officer. The
contribution is minimal indeed.

Minimal! Of course, most of them are
only pensioners. To continue-

The Committee has no authority to
permit people who have been making
their contributions to simply with-
draw.

In other words, they cannot get out once
they are in. If a resident tries to get out

,he is subjected to all sorts of pressure. To
continue-

Any resident who has questions to
ask regarding the fund and mem-
bership is invited to write to the
Chairman.
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That is a laugh! He would receive a nice
brush off there. That is the last thing
he would want to do, because he would
have experienced the fear which exists.
It is all very well for Mr. Cleaver to appear
on a television programme with a lot of
old ladies around him and say, "You are
all happy, aren't you?" They say, "Yes,
Mr. Cleaver." What else did he expect
them to say? It is just too stupid.

Mr. Court: They could have said,
"Dick."

Mr. JAMIESON: One Person was asked
by Mr. Cleaver on television, "Do you
have a wvitness to this charge?" He
replied, "No, Mr, Cleaver, because you are
far too cunning for that." I will say he
is too cunning! There have been many
instances wvhen he has gone into a home
and has tonguebaslied some old people
to the stage where they have been almost
in tears. When he comes out of the door
he always shows a jovial mood so that
everyone can see and bear him say. "I
will see you again Mrs. Smith, and we will
discuss the matter then." This is a man
who not only professes a belief in
Christianity but who actually preaches.

Mr. I. W. Manning: I think the honour-
able member should be careful.

Mr. JAMIESON: If there is ever a
despicable person in a community it is a
Person who preaches wvhat he does not
Practice, and he certainly does not prac-
tice Christianity when he comes at these
underhand things.

Mr. May: Do you belong to his church?
Mr. JAMIESON: I have an elephant's

memory for some things which happen. I
can recall the unsavoury matters with
which he was involved, such as promoting
Perth Television Appliances wvhich burned
the fingers of many of the people in
Perth. The Federal member for Swan was
Promoting the instrumentality. I also
remember w~hat the Official Receiver had
to may about it and how concerned he was
that in one year the company wvent down
by over £44,000; yet the directors had
been claiming fees and presenting them-
selves with television sets and the like
while the investors went down and down
and down. Finally somebody became a
scapegoat and went to the Eastern States.
Conveniently he could niot be found. Other
people came out of it with only a slight
sing-eing- of their reputation.

This is the sort of thing that has been
allowed to go on. There is a board of
directors and some of the members have
spoken to me at times. They, too, are
frightened of him. Those who are not
frightened are yes-men. Cleaver is no
fool and over the years, whenever new
appointments to the board have been re-
quired, he has seen that the right people, in
his opinion, have been appointed. I do not
blame him. If I were In a position such
as this I would not want people saying,
"No." However, he is a monster in his own
way.

I received a complaint once about
the manner in which a resident caretaker
was appointed. A board meeting was
called to decide the matter, but when the
board met it found that the resident
caretaker had already been installed. It
was an accomplished fact and members of
the board could do nothing about it. They
certainly could not boot him out.

I wish to return to my original argu-
ment; that is, the number of regulations
which are imposed on these people are
far beyond what is reasonable by any
stretch of the imagination. They are the
kind of regulations which would apply if
one were running a first-class gaol or a
concentration camp. It is possible to take
a tourist bus through, and, of course, it
all looks very nice. Don't believe it! Of
course, there are a lot of people who will
dluster around Mr. Cleaver.

I have no doubt that as a result of my
discussion this evening many complaints
will be made about what I am saying, be-
cause "Mr. Cleaver is such a nice man."
The residents signed a petition, but Mr.
Cleaver also complained very much about
that. A petition had been put up in the
welfare room in regard to some matters
which were considered to be unsatis-
factory. He said that they should not
adopt this attitude, because it was a
matter of a few leading a lot along the
road. He said that they should come to
him individually rather than petition for
these things, and that it was wrong to
go on like this.

If he wants to run it in a reasonable
way, be should allow the residents to have
representation on the board, and he should
not dictate what shall be. the terms. After
all, they live there and know what they
want.

Mr. Nalder: Is there any credit side to
this story?

Mr. JAMIESON: I have given it. In the
first place he started it off. However, he
is like Dr. Frankenstein, because he has
created a monster he cannot control. It
has moved away from him and he is in
trouble. He will be in more trouble, too,
because not all old people will be Pushed
and shoved around. Many of them en-
joy it, of course, and will put up with it,
but a lot will rebel eventually against
these circumstances.

I shall refer briefly to the charges that
he levelled against Federal senators from
this State. I think there is scandalous
conduct associated with these charges,
but the senators can speak for themselves.
The main feature is that he conveyed to
the people that the senators concerned
had attacked the Central Methodist Mis-
sion Homes. He did this because he
wanted the people on his side. One can
search and search through the Federal
Hansard, but will not food that the
Methodist homes have ever been men-
tioned in the Senate. Immediately that
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should suggest some form of discredit to
the person who is prepared to put out such
a circular when he knows it is erroneous
and untrue.

This man looks good, and preaches on
a Sunday. One time when a complaint
was made he sent out one of these circu-
lars to the effect that anybody who was
absent from the cottage for 90 days would
be liable to surrender his cottage. There
was no "if" or "but"; that is all it said. A
fair number of the old people became
highly irate because some of them go to
hospital for long periods of time. They
became very concerned about it and a
large meeting was called. When Mr.
Cleaver arrived at the meeting lbe said,
"This does not mean what you think it
means. You know me, I Preach the gos-
pel, and I would not do a thing like that.
It is not my intention at all. This is only
in cases where people might go away
without intending to come back."

He scratched their backs on that one.
and got away with It. too. It is a serious
thing to worry people in this way. Many
people have invested heavily in the homes.
In case members are not aware of the
financial set-up, I will mention it briefly.
Some Pay rentals, but in the main most
Pay an ingoing fee, which was referred to
by Senator Heatley as key money. Any-
thing up to $2,000 can be paid to go into
one of these places, and probably some of
them Pay more than $2,000. No money
at all can be recouped once it Is invested.
If a person dies, the Ingoing person pays
a similar amount in key money. This is
good financing, because every $1,000 which
is Paid is accorded another $2,000 by the
Commonwealth. It soon mounts up. I
would like to be In a business which
financed things this way. It lifts the avail-
able finance considerably when a person
dies, because the new Person who is com-
Ing ini has to pay the same ingoing. Al-
ternatively, they pay a rental, but this, too,
is good finance because other people have
paid their section of the amount that was
allocated for the home.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. JAMIESON: This situation de-
serves a thorough inquiry. No single per-
son should be in charge of such a group
of homes.

They should be under the control of a
church or other organisation, irrespective
of whether it is Mr. Cleaver at the head
of affairs at this stage, or Mr. Smith, or
Mr. Jones at some time in the future. Mr.
Cleaver is obviously using it as a selected
spot, and one high-ranking civil servant,
in the hearing of at least one Minister
and probably two or three members of this
Chamber, referred to the area as an old
people's ghetto. Obviously, he did not like
the idea of clustering aged people into a
heap. "Ghetto" is a rather obnoxious term
to describe an area which is occupied by
aged people. In my opinion greater oppor-

tunity should be taken to allow aged
people to fend for themselves. If this
were done it would be a better Place in
which to live.

Another problem with which I wish to
deal is that relating to Vampire R.A.A.P.
aircraft crashes. There have been quite
a few in recent months and not long ago
I wrote to the Minister for Air complaining
about military aircraft using Perth Air-
port for training purposes, and about the
fact that a great deal of inconvenience was
caused to the people living in the sur-
rounding area. Eventually he replied to
me and Portion of his letter reads as
follows:-

I regret any inconvenience caused
to residents of the Perth Airport area
through the use of It.A.A.F. aircraft.
The R.A.A.F. makes every endeavour
to minimise such inconvenience, and
needless to say does everything Possi-
ble to ensure the safety of its air-
craft.

One wonders about the accuracy of that
statement in view of the number of crashes
in recent times. The letter continues--

I am sure you will agree that the
Presence in Western Australia of
R.A.A.F. aircraft and the training of
pilots there is Providing a very real
contribution to our country's defence.

I1 wonder if one enemy attack plane were
to fly over this State whether any of the
Planes stationed at Pearce could fire one
shot at it! That statement is most ri-
diculous.

One of the statements in the letter on
which I take the Minister to task is that
a similar kind of training takes place at
other capital cities in Australia, including
Sydney and Brisbane. Of course aircraft
are departing and arriving at the Sydney
Airport at frequent intervals during the
day, and I could not imagine a training
aircraft using that airport after midnight.
Therefore, I think we are having the wool
pulled over our eyes when a statement
such as that is made.

It is time the Government took some
steps to approach the Commonwealth
Government to prevent these planes
from disturbing those who reside in the
vicinity of the Perth Airport. A similar
happening occurred again this evening,
and the operation of these planes for
training Purposes allows the people in
that area to have little peace. The flights
usually take place between 7 p.m. and
9 p.m., and there is no necessity for them
to be made.

The R.A.A.F. could quite easily develop
an airport similar to Perth Airport
at, say, Cunderdin, or some other
country centre well away from the
built-up areas in the city and sub-
urbs. Further, in view of the number
of crashes that have been occurring re-
cently, especially at night, there is the
possibility that a plane may crash in a



2510 [ASSEMBLY.]

built-up area in Perth with resultant Towards the establishment of the house
tragedy.

Mr. Hawke: We do not want them in
Cunderdin or Northam.

Mr. JAMIESON: These military planes
fly low and if a flame-out or something
similar occurred the pilot would have no
time to make any adjustment to avoid a
crash, which could result in the loss of
many lives. It is no good being sorry
after the event. The Government should
complain to the Commonwealth authori-
ties that the Perth Airport is not suitable
for such operations, and that the ltA.A.F.
should take steps to make provision for
another airport where it could conduct
its training operations to its heart's con-
tent.

My final remark is that the reason given
for the use of Perth Airport is that it
gives the R.A.A.F. experience at an air-
Port other than its home airport, Surely
an airport similar to the Perth airport
could be mocked up at a dozen and one
Places not far from the flying field at
Pearce, instead of the peace and quiet of
the district surrounding the Perth Airport
being disturbed by the activities of these
Planes and with the possibility of fatallites
resulting should one of them crash in a
built-up area.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Legislative Assembly, $68,800:

Joint House Committee, $102,800;1 Joit
Printing Committee, $77,300: Joint Library
Committee, $5,400; Premier's Department,
$283,200; Treasury, $490,000: Automatic
Data Processing Centre, $170,000; Gov-
ernor's Establishment, $08,500: Executive
Council, $10; London Agency, $214,300;
Public Service Commissioner, $192,400:
Public Service Arbitration, $15,800: Gov-
ernmient Motor Car Service, $119,00;
Audit, $288,700; Government Stores,
$588,000: Taxation, $577,000; Compassion-
ate Allowances, $630; Superannuation
Board. $58,100; Government Printer,
$896,700-put and passed.

Vote: Miscellaneous Services, $15,649,-
500-

Item No. 42: Australian Asian Associa-
tion $4,000-

Mr. JAMIESON: Can the Premier give
any indication as to what the Government
has in mind in regard to this association or
some reason for the specific grant to it?
It seems to be out of context with many
of the other associations listed.

Mr. BRAND: This provision is neces-
sary to meet the State's commit-
ment towards the running expenses
of Australia-Asia House which was
opened in May, 1963. Australia-Asia
House was established in accordance with
the recommendations of a Government
committee which investigated the living
conditions of Asian students and their
need for suitable meeting, dining, and
recreational facilities.

the Government Provided a grant of
$20,000 from the General Loan Fund on a
dollar for dollar basis with funds raised
by an appeal for the establishment of the
centre. The Government also agreed to
make a grant to the Australian Asian
Association towards the cost of equipment
or for operating costs at the rate of
$5,000 per annum. for the first four years
of operation.

The grant for 1967-68 has been assessed
on operating experience in previous years
and is within the maximum grant ap-
proved. There has been some difficulty
in meeting the cost of operating this
house, but the Treasury has kept a close
watch on the situation.

Mr. Hawke: Is this the property in
West Perth?

Mr. BRAND: Yes.
Vote put and passed.
Vote: Agriculture. $3,798,700-

Point of Order
Mr. TONKIN: On a point of order, Mr.

Chairman, this is the vote of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and I wonder whether
it is the intention of the Minister to say
anything about his department.

Mr. BRAND: In view of the hour and
time available to us I have suggested to
Ministers that it might be preferable and
more profitable for them to give informa-
tion in reply to issues that might be
raised: unless, of course, they have some-
thing to say by way of introducing their
Estimates. I am, however, quite happy
to report Progress and come back again at
11 o'clock this morning.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. I. W. Manning.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[12.24 amil: I move-

That the House at its rising ad-
journ until 11 am, today (Friday).

House adjourned at 12.25 a.m. (Friday)


